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From whence your Attions ſpring. 
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Let Virtue be the Bond that ties it faſt. 
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Tm all over Love: 


May, Tam Love: Love ſhot, and ſhot ſo faſt, 
He ſhot himſelf into my Breaſt at laſt. + 


ELIGHTFULLY fituated in 
a fine ſporting Country, on the 
| Verge of Yo ork/hire, ſtood the 
Nianfibn Haufe of a Family, whoſe Name 
was Forreſter. Sir William, the laſt of 
the Name, valued himſelf upon being, 
{oor 18 ee called, a eum 
Squire, and keeping u the old- aſhioned 
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Hoſpitality of England. The reigning 
Modes of London were now deſcribed 
; to him in a Manner ſo much oppoſite 
| to the Notion he had imbibed from 
i his Infancy, that he deſpiſed the Place, 


and declared that neither Intereſt nor 
Curioſity ſhould ever draw him thither. 1 
In his Childhood he loſt his Father; 


a fond Mother, to whoſe Care he was i 
left, indulged him in every Thing he | 
could wiſh for. She could not bear N 
the Thought of parting with him, and : 
 ſncceeded in her Deſire, for he grew 
fond of Country Sports, by which a N 


good Diſpoſition was ſpoiled for Want 
of a proper Cultivation: His active 
Mind deviated into a ferocious Barbarity, 

and it became his chief Delight to deſtroy 
harmleſs Animals, or to make them de- 
ſtroy one another. — | 

His Mother lived *till he was in his 
twenty-fifth Year, and 'when ſhe found 

her End approaching faſt, adviſed her 

Son to marry, but cautioned him againſt 
aiming at a grand Alliance, and in par- 
ticular to forbear attempting the Ho- 
nour, as it might be thought, of making 
Choice among the Daughters of a neigh- 
bouring Nobleman; adding, they are 
too polite and faſhionable, and will = 
piſe 
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The AU CT FAO 3 
piſe your honeſt Ruſticity, and by endea- 
vouring to poliſh, will render you ridt- 
culous in attempting the Character of the 
fine Gentleman. Rather take a Country 
Lady, who will conform to your Way 

of Life, and think it an Honour to be 
5 called Lady Forreſter. Her Son readily 
promiſed to pay an exact Obedience to 
her Will, and ſwore he deſpiſed thoſe 
geWgaw Laſſes as much as they could 
deſpiſe him. The good Lady's laſt Re- 
gqiueſt was, that he would continue a ſmall 
0 Annuity that ſhe had allowed an unfor- 
ftunate Daughter whom ſhe had by (fer 
firſt Huſband. This he not only pro- 
3 miſed to do, but added, I will ſecure it 
to her for Life, to cole her Heart, and 
lift her from the miſerable State of De- 
pendance. | 
The old Lady died in Peace, by which 
a Care devolved on Sir W:lkam which he 
little underſtood, I mean his domeſtic 
Affairs, which did ſometimes intrude in 1 
the Midſt of his Jollity. 5 
To remove theſe Diſturbers of his 
Pleaſures he reſolved to marry imme- 
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diately. A young Lady of a good Fa- . 
mily, but ſmall Fortune, lived with a 
Relation in the Neighbourhood : The 


Sight and Converſation of this young 
B2 | Lady. 
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reer ron. 
Lady had engroſſed his whole Attention 


and put his Blood in a Ferment. The 


Circumſtance of Fortune, which might 
have been thought an Objection, pleaſed 
him, as it might facilitate his Conqueſt, 
and prevent the Trouble of a tedious 


Attendance. As ſoon as Decency would 


allow the Celebration of a Marriage, 


without any previous Addreſs to the 


Lady, he told her Relation that he ſhould 
be glad to take his Couſin off his Hands, 
and, ſays he, the ſooner the better, for 1 
want a Houlekeeper. 


The Gentleman ſenilet-ut this net 


abrupt Courtſhip; but an Eſtate of five 
Thouſand Pounds a Year was not to be 
dallied with, he promiſed to prepare his 
Couſin for the Honour defigned her; 
and Sir William deſired that it might 


be done with as little Trouble to him- 


ſelf as poſſible, for he was a Stranger to 
Courtſhip. | 1 
The next Time he ſaw the Lady, he 
was embarraſſed, and incapable of ſaying 


the few Words that were neceſſary to 


ſupport the Gentleman's Propoſal; but 


ſhe excuſed this and all other defects in 


his Behaviour, and married him, with 


a View of being in the third Place of 


Eſteem 3 
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Eſteem; his Horſe and Dogs ſhe could 


not hope to rival. 

Park Forreſt was the Name of Sir Wil- 
liam's Houſe, where his Lady reſtored 
the Tranquillity that had been inter- 


rupted by the old Lady's Death, and 


made her Huſband acquainted with a 
new Species of Happineſs; for before 
the Year was expired ſhe brought him 


a Daughter. A Son would have been 


more acceptable to Sir William, who faid 


he ſhould live in Hopes the Boy would 


come next Year. The Time indeed 


came round, but another Girl diſap- 
pointed him. again; and a third made 
him burn bis Wig, and ſwear, that Daugh- 


ters were a greater Burthen to an Eſtate 
than the Land- Tax; > he could ſcarce 
behave with Decency to his Lady, and 
the Reſt of his Acquaintance felt the 
Effects of his Diſappointment. 

The two youngeſt Children died before 
a fourth was born, which unfortunately 
happened to be a Daughter too. Sir 
William, who had, without Reaſon, pro- 
miſed himſelf the Fruition of his ſanguine 
Wiſhes, loſt all Patience, nor could he 


_ reſtrain his Anger in Lady Forreſter's 


Hearing, though often told that it en- 
dangered her Life. 
B 2 Le 
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It was Morning, and he was at laſt 
perſuaded to ſeek Conſolation in the Plea- 
-ture of the Field. After fome Hours 
Chace, he returned with the uſual Noiſe, 
regardleſs of his Lady, *till he was told, 
that ſhe was thought by her Phyſician to 
be in imminent Danger. This alarmed 
him, and he ſwore he would not loſe his 
Belt (for ſo he uſually called her) tor 
Ten Thouſand Pounds, though it was a 
plaguy unlucky Job to have four Girls 
fathered on him. He inſiſted upon ſeeing 
her, but that was not allowed him, as 
the leaſt Emotion, he was told, would 
be the Means of bringing her to an im- 
mediate End; and indeed a few Hours 
compleated the Life of this excellent 
Woman. Sir William vented his Sorrow 
in ſtamping about the Room, and ſwea- 
ring that the Birth of twenty Girls would 
not have been ſo great; a Misfortune as 
the Death of his dear Belt, for there is 
not, he added, ſuch another good Crea- 
ture in the World. The good Woman, 
who had aſſiſted Lady Forreſter in her 
Labour, could not forbear intimating that 
his Behaviour had occaſioned the Lady's 
Death; this made him outrageous, his 


Sorrow was turbulent and noily, but of 
Mort 
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thort Duration, for he began very ſoon 


to reliſh his uſual Diverſions. 

Miſs Forrefter was in her fifth Year, 
beautifully engaging, and began to attract 
Sir Villiam's Affection, when the Small- 


pox deprived him of her, he curſed the 
' Diſtemper, and wiſhed it had taken the 


little Brat and ſpared his Darling. But 
this, and ell other Afflictions, and even 
Thought itſelf, were diſſipated in the 
Purſuit of the only Pleaſure he was ca- 
pable of enjoying with a true Relifh.: 


. — 


By CHAP, 
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CHAP. II. 
As one Nail by Strength drives out another, 


So the Remembrance of my former Love, 
P, by a newer Object, quite forgotten. 


OME Thoughts about his F amily 


again devolved on him; and an 
earneſt Deſire to have an Heir made him 
often wiſh that his Bezt had not died, or 
that he could meet with another Woman 
like her. 


He dined one day at a neighbouring 


Gentleman's Houſe whoſe Name Was 
Worthy. The Lady's Siſter attracted his 


Notice; ſhe was not fo handſome as his 


late Lady, but more ſprightly, and this 
Qualification, he ſaid, was the only one 
Lady Forreſter wanted, for he loved a 
Woman of Spirit, and a Boy from ſuch 
a Mother was his utmoſt Wiſh. 


Mr. Feorthy obſerved Sir ⸗Villiam's 


Complaiſance to his Siſter, and very ju- 
diciouſly concluded that it proceeded from 


Love, or ſomething like it, and a little 
Time convinced him; for Sir Wilkam 
applied 
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applied to him to be his Advocate to 


the Lady, ſaying, I am a rough Lover, 


but I can make her a good Huſband. 
The Lady had a genteel Fortune, but 
was haughty, and gave Sir William ſo 


much Trouble, that he ſeveral Times 


reſolved to ceaſe his Purſuit, and keep 


to his more obliging Horſes and Dogs. 


But Mr. Worthy's Remonſtrances, and 
his Lady's Perſuaſion, at length brought 
Miſs to ſoften the Severity of her affected 
Behaviour; for her real Intention, though. 
ſhe concealed i it, was to be Lady Forreſter, 
after Sir William had ſubmitted to bear 
the Treatment that ſhe intended to inflict 


on him, in order to make him value 


the Prize when obtained. However, ſhe 
yielded, but with ſeeming Reluctance, 
to accept of a Huſband, a Title, and a 
large Jointure. 

The Lady was carried to Park Forreſt, 
and Sir William's Intention was to live 


juſt as he had done; but he found him- 


ſelf deceived in his Expectations; the 
Lady's Spirit, which he had ſo much 
admired, began to give him ſome Trou- 
ble: His Furniture was old-faſhioned; 

his Domeſtics, Clowns; his Acquaintance, 
Ruſtics; his Table, inelegant; and a 


total. Subverſion of all eſtabliſhed Rules 


Was 
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10 The AU CTIO N. 
was the Effect of Lady Forreſter's Spirit, 
only his Horſes and Dogs ſhe thought 


flit to ſpare. 


Sir William at firſt . contended ; but 
his boaſted Courage, which was neither 
conſtitutional nor the Reſult of Reaſon, 
forſook him when it met with Oppoſition. 
The Lady ſaw her Advantage, and ma- 
naged as ſhe pleaſed. Sir William ſought 
a Refuge in his Pleaſures, and was ſeldom 
at Home; he reflected on the diſagreeable 


Difference which he now experienced, 


between a Lady of Spirit, and an humble 


Maid poſſeſſing every Virtue. 
His Child was ſent to a Farm- e 


to be nurſed, but with a particular Charge 


to uſe it well, for his dear Belt's Sake, 
for ſo. he called his firſt Lady now. He 
had, in the firſt Days.of his ſecond Mar- 
riage, in a fond Humour, called his 
Lady Molly; but this Freedom ſhe could 
not bear, ſaying, there was a wide Diffe- 
rence between twelve Thouſand Pounds 


and no Fortune at all: Sir Milliam only 


anſwered, well, well, you ſhall always be 
Lady Forreſter. 

78 the End of ten Months, another 
Girl thwarted the poor Knight's Wiſhes; 
but he durſt not ſhew his Reſentment, 
and was forced t to Pear pleaſed, though 

he 
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The AUCTION. 1: 
he was heartily chagrined, for he began 
to deſpair of ever having a Boy. But 


_ reaſonable Interval brought the much- 


deſired Heir: And now Nothing but 
Joy was ſeen in every Face at Park For- 
reſt; open Houſe, and all other Appen- 
dages that demonſtrate Satisfaction, ap- 
peared. Sir William adored his Lady; 

and watched the Growth of his Boy with 
Impatience, ſwearing he would make a 
Hero of him, as all Gentlemen ought to 
do of their Sons, and not let them dege- 


nerate into a Way of Lite more loft than | 


that of Ladies. 

Afterwards he became Father to ſeveral 
Children, whoſe Lives were of ſhort Du- 
ration. The Boy engroſſed Sir William's 


whole Attention; the Girls he left to 


his Lady's Management; for Fanny, the 


firſt Lady's Child, was taken Home to 


play with Charlotte, which was the Name 


of the younger; there was but a Year 


and a Half Difference in their Ages. 
Fanny inherited all her Mother's Beauty 
and Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition, but Char- 
lolte was rather plain than pretty, and 
a little Vixen, often venting her Fury 
on the innocent and unoffending Fanny, 
who generally bore the Marks of her 
Anger on her pretty Face and Neck. 


Ju- 
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Sir Wilkam ſaw it, and (perhaps to 
pleaſe his Lady) ſaid, he liked the Child's 
Spirit, and deſpiſed the Puſillanimity of 
Fanny, and wiſhed ſhe would return a 
little of the ſame Uſage; but he was 
a Stranger to his Lady's Behaviour on 
theſe Occaſions, as he ſeldom was an 
Eye-witneſs of them; for the leaſt Reſi- 
ſtance on Fanny's Side would have drawn 
upon her a puniſhment more ſevere than 
little Charlotte could inflict. 

As the Children grew up, their Tem- 
pers grew more viſible; Fanny was the 
Darling of all that knew her, while 
Charlotte daily loſt Ground in the Affec- 
tions of all who ſaw her Mother's Par- 
tiality, and her own haughty and cruel 
Diſpoſition. . 


CHAP. 
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"Tis Education forms the common Mind; 
Juſt as the Tig is bent, the Tree s inclin'd. 


IR William, miſtaking the Way of 
inſtilling true Courage into his Boy, 
made him barbarous and void of all 
Humanity ; he would never ſuffer him 
to be checked for torturing Inſects or 
Reptiles, or for taking a Bird's Neſt full 
of young ones, and killing them by 
various and cruel Methods; he even 
taught him to look with Pleafure on a 
Maſtiff tearing a little Dog to pieces, 
and to feel the ſublime Joy that exults 
in the human (or inhuman) Breaſt at the 
Sight of two Cocks, armed with offenſive 
Weapons, and ſtriking each other's Eyes 
out, for the Diverſion of the Spectators. 
Theſe little Things were only to ini- 
tate him, and, by degrees, harden his 
tender Heart; for his Father had with 
Concern obſerved, that he had too much 
Compaſſion in his Nature to be what 
1S now called a Buck; for there were 
. always 


= | © ADUCTION. 

always young Fellows of that laudable 
Fraternity, though diſtinguiſhed by dif- 
ferent Appellations. Sir William in ſome 
Meaſure ſucceeded in his Deſires, the 
Boy loſt all Tenderneſs, and became a 


Tetror to the Tenants Children, who 


were about his own Age. 


"bt happened one Day, as Sir William 


{ſtood at his Gates, delighted with ſeeing 


ſome of the unlucky Tricks of his Boy, 


a poor Woman came and aſked an Alms ; 
ſhe had a Child on her Back, and a Boy 


about Maſter Forreſter's Age, but not 


fo robuſt, following her. Sir William 
was aſking her ſome Queſtions, when 


his Son ſceing an Apple. in the poor 


Boy's Hand, ſnatched it from him ; the 
Boy endeavoured to recover it, and a 


Battle enſued. Sir William was pleaſed 
with the Sight, and encouraged the Lads 


to fight on, while the poor VV oman, who 
ſaw that her Boy muſt in the End be 


the Sufferer, ſcreamed aloud and would 
have parted them; but Sir William pre- 


vented her, holding her Arm till her 
Boy yielded the Victory to Maſter For- 
reſter, and was covered with Blood, 


which, however, only iſſued from his 
Noſe, for they had not Strength to do 


much * to one another. Þ 
Sir 
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Sir William gave the Woman Half a 


Crown, and bid her go and waſh the 
Boy, ſaying, he is not the worſe for 


exchanging a few Blows with an equal; 
he added a Shilling to the Boy; they 
were both pleaſed, and left young Maſter 
holding his Hand upon his right Eye; 
his Father had not obſerved it till he 


had diſmiſſed the Woman, whom he had 


ſeen throw a Stick at his Son as ſoon as 
her Arm had been let looſe, but he did 
not imagine it had reached the Stripling, 


nor, indeed, would it have hurt any 


Part excepting his Eye; but there it 
had done material Damage. A Surgeon 
was ſent for, who declared that the 
Eye was loſt. Sir William ſtamped and 
ſwore like a Madman, and bad his 
Servants run after the Woman and beat 
her, in order to revenge his Son's Mil- 


fortune; but he was told that above an 


Hour had elapſed ſince the Accident 
happened, and propably ſhe was ſome 
Miles diſtant. 

The Surgeon then turning to Sir WWil- 
liam, ſaid, What Retaliation can the poor 
Woman make for an irretrievable Event, 
which has happened by Chance, and can- 
not be conſtrued a Deſign in her? Lady 
F. * did then lift * her Voice, and 

I cried 
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cried bitterly that her Child's Beauty was 
ruined. A few Days paſſed, and Things 
toox their uſual Courſe. 
Maſter Forreſter recovered, and his 
Father began to think it was Time to 
procure a Tutor for his Son. A public 
School had been named by a Gentleman 
that was a real Friend to the Family, but 
that pedantic Education Sir William ab- 
horred, ſaying, it broke the Spirits of a 
Thouſand brave Boys, that would be 
Heroes if properly managed. Fs | 
A Gentleman of Learning undertook 2% 
the Inſtruction of the young Maſter, but 4 
failed in the Manner of doing it. After- 


wards an ignorant, impudent Fellow, 
without any proper Qualification re- 1 
commended himſelf, and gained Sir 1 
{if William's. Approbation by acquieſcing 2 
Ml in all his miſtaken Notions; the Boy's 7 


1 Love he procured from the Indulgencies 
| he granted, and flattered Lady Forreſter, | 
| ſaying, that the Genius of Maſter was. \.* 
| great, and would make him the Ad- 
ö miration of the World. Under the 1 
a | Care of this Man the young Gentleman 

1 was bred. 1 | 

| Miſs Charlotte had proper Maſters to. 
attend her, and Fanny partook in all 

the neceſſary Branches of Education; 


7 


Lady 
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ſhe had a better Capacity, and more 
Aſſiduity than Charlotte, beſides the Ad- 
vantage of being olœr; it was impoſſible 
to keep her upon a Level with Charlotte, 
which Lady Forreſter expected, ſaying, 


her Child had a Genius far ſuperior to 


Frances, for ſo ſhe always called her. 
The Teachers, whoſe Views were 
merely lucrative, ſtrove to pleafe the 


Gout Fanny's Induſtry fruſtrated 
their Endeavours ; yet the praiſe-worthy 
Actions, Wit, and Beauty of this young 
Lady, only ſerved to render her Life 
miſerable; the cruel Mother ſaw her 
Perfections with Envy and Hatred, ſhe 
could not forbear putting her on 
Daughter in Competition with her ; and 
partial Fondneſs was forced to yield, 
where the Diſparity was ſo viſible. To 
aggravate her Chagrin, every Stranger 
that came to the Houſe gave Fanny the 
Praife due to Beauty, and the ſweet Sen- 
ſibility of her Mind, which was apparent 
in her Countenance, while Charlotte was 
either ſlightly ſpoke of, or quite neg- 
lected; even Sir William would dare to 
ſay that Fanny was the Beauty, but Char- 
lolte had the beſt Spirit. 


CHAP. 
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Fortune, blind, frantic, deaf, with reſtleſs 
 Wing:, 

The World ſhe ranges and her Favours flings : 
Her Grace unſtable as her tott'ring Ball, | 
hene er. ſhe ſmiles, ſhe meditates our Fall. 
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HE young Ladies were between 
. the Years of Twelve and Four- 
teen, when Sir Villiam's half Siſter, 
whom his Mother on her Death-Bed | 
called unfortunate, came to viſit her q 
Brother. She had been abſent from Park ; 
Forreſt from the Time of her Elope- 
ment from thence, viz. for Thirty Years, 5 
and had reſided chiefly in London, where 5 
ſhe experienced very different Fortunes. 
Her Knowledge of the World, joined 
to good Senſe, very ſoon enabled her 
to make a proper Judgment of every 
Individual in her Brother's Family: 
His Ignorance ſhe pitied, but deſpiſed 
his Servility, and affected Courage, as 
much as ſhe blamed his Conduct with 
ERegard. 4 
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ro extinguiſh it. 


plained; for he was aſhamed to own, 
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Regard to his Children; her Siſter's 


Behaviour ſhe thought inexcuſable, be- 
cauſe ſhe had been well educated, and 
had a good Underſtanding; the Boy ſhe 
beheld with Concern, for there was in 
him a Spark of Humanity ſtill remaining, 
though his Father had done his utmoſt 


As for Charlotte, all the Lady's Chriſ- 
tian Virtues, and ſhe poſſeſſed a large 


Share, could not prevent her feeling 
ſome Degree of Hatred againſt her. 
Without one apparent good Quality, 
or one Ray to diſcover a Jatent Virtue, 


ſhe had not even the Vice of Diſſimu- 
lation, when it might have proved agree- 
able, but, upon all Occaſions, ſhewed 
the Malignity of her Temper without 
Diſguiſe, and often broke in upon the 
Harmony of Converſation, with bitter 


Aſperity, when her Siſter ſpoke any 


Thing that met Approbation. Fanny 
was her Aunt's only Favourite, and Sir 
William told her, that ſhe was in Perſon 
and Temper a true Reſemblance of his 


_ firſt Lady; he ſpoke it with Concern, 
and betrayed his Uneaſineſs by an invo- | 


luntary Sigh, though he never com- 


that 


„ MFOAVUDCTION. 

that a Woman, and her Girl, had the 
Power to make him unhappy. 

Mrs. Lockhart, for that was the Lady's 8 
Name, took every Opportunity to poſſeſs 
her Brother with a juſt Value for the 
ineſtimable Jewel he enjoyed in being 
the Father of the lovely Fanny ; but this 
was done without intimating the leaſt 
Hint of his Lady's ill Uſage, or Char- 
lotte's Depravity of Temper; and fo 
very prudent was her Conduct, that 


Lady Forreſter, though very penetrating 


and even ſuſpicious, could not perceive 


that Fanny had gained her Aunt's 


Eſteem. Charlotte often accompanied 
her Mamma in viſiting the neighbouring 
Ladies, Mrs. Lockhart: declined Com- 
pany, and, by that Means, was left at 


Home with Fanny, whoſe Mind, ſuſ- 


ceptible of good Inſtruction, ſhe ſtrove 
to fill with every Virtue, but dwelt 
the longeſt on the Obedience due from 
Children to their Parents; this was done 
to fortify her Mind againſt the Temp- 
tations * my Uſage might throw 1n 
her Way, as a few Years would bring 
both Siſters to an Emulation in the 
Art of pleaſing, when Fanny, ſhe ap- 
prehended, would meęt with daily Mor- 
tifications. 


The 
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The good Aunt ſet every Virtue, both 
moral and divine, in a Light ſo pleaſing, 
and inculcated her Precepts with ſo much 
Tenderneſs, that they made an indelible 
Impreſſion on the gentle Heart of Fanny, 
who every Day attained new Graces, 
both in Perſon and Mind, while Char- 
lotte, conſtantly indulged in her Paſſions, 
grew more obſtinate and inſolent. Sir 
William ſaw it, but held his Tongue, 
for the leaſt word to her would have 
been returned in a Manner that expoſed 
the Weakneſs of his own Authority in 
his own Family; bis Lady never failing 
to join with her Daughter be ſuch 
Occaſions. 

About this Time Mr. Worthy died, 
and left a Son and Daughter, both to 
the ſole Care of his Lady, with ſo ample 
a Proviſion for herſelf, that it was ſaid, 
without Scruple, the Will was made in 
a Fit of Delirium, for every Advantage 
in his Power was given her. 

The two Siſters had long before con- 
cluded to marry Maſter Warthy to Char- 
lotte, when mature for that State; the 
young Gentleman was then at School, 
and, in ſome Degree, a Stranger to his 
Aunt's Family, but ſoon after his Fa- 
ther's Death came Home | in Obedience 


I to 
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to his Mother's Commands; he was in 
his ſeventeenth Year, a fine Youth, with 
a good Underſtanding, and well im- 
proved: Charlotte was not thirteen, but 
tall and forward, and had often heard 
her Mamma and Aunt talk of this Mar- 
riage in ſo free a Manner, and with ſo 
much Certainty, that it increaſed her 
Boldneſs, and that Behaviour, which they 
encouraged now, ſome time after diſ- 
guſted her Lover. Mrs. Lockhart fore- 
law it, and wiſhed that Fanny might cap- 
tivate the deſerving Youth; a Similarity 
in their Minds, together with Fanny's 
ſuperior Charms, rendered this Event, 
as ſhe thought, probable. This Lady's 
Behaviour had gained her the Good-will 
of both the Siſters, and Sir William was 
well pleaſed to have her with him, and 
ſaw with Pleaſure that Lady Forreſter ap- 
proved of it; yet ſhe had been a Month 
in the Houſe before he once thought of 
enquiring into her Affairs, or ſo much 
as naming a Daughter, which he knew 
ſhe had ; but then, as by mere Chance, 
he 3 1 I think you had a Daughter, 
Siſter ;' is ſhe living or dead? I had for- 
got to enquire after her; the Lady ſaid 
ſhe was living, but ſo many incidents 
had happened in the Courſe of her 1 * 
that 
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that would require a conſiderable Time 
to repeat, and renew the Remembrance 
of the ſevere Calamities ſne had under- 
gone; but notwithſtanding that, at the 
Requeſt of Lady Forreſter, and Mrs. 
Worthy, who was there, ſhe promiſed 
to gratify them the next Day, and deſired 
that the young Ladies might at attend, 
ſaying,, there may be ſomething in my 
Narrative inſtructive to them, for Ex- 
ample more than Precept draws. Sir 
William put off an Engagement, and 
ſtaid at Home to hear her Hiſtory ; ac- 
cordingly they all adjourned the next Day 
after Dinner to a private Room, where 
the Lady began as follows. 


: CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


Wedded Love is founded on Eſteem, 

Which the fair Merits of the Mind engage, 
For thoſe are Charms which never can decay; 
But Time, which gives new IWhiteneſs to the 
Improves their Luſtre. [ Swan, 


WAs brought up in this Houſe, | 


under the Care of an indulgent 
Mother, and a good Father, for Sir 
Charles Forreſter behaved with parental 
Kindneſs to me; my Father had left me 
five thouſand Pounds, the whole Intereſt 
of which I was to receive from my eigh- 


teenth Year, and the Principal at the 
uſual Time of twenty-one ; but before I 


attained the firſt Period, Sir Charles had 
ſeveral Propoſals of Marriage made on 
my Behalf, which he refered wholly 
to my Mother's prudential Care; ſhe 
conſulted my Inclinations, reſolving never 
to influence me with a lucrative View, 
but hoped I would ſhew my Obedi- 

ence by allowing her a negative Voice, 
which I always promiſed, and 1 

2M faith- 
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zaithfully to do. I would gladly have 


obliged her in marrying a Gentleman 


chat ſhe approved of, but I found in 


myſelf an utter Averſion to him, and 


the generouſly gave up her Deſires, and 
the Gentleman, at her Requeſt, ceaſed 


his Purſult. 


A Lady from 2 oeh, who was a Re- 


lation * my Mother's, came at that 


Time to viſit her; ſhe was agreeably 


gay, and by Degrees inipired me with a 
Deſire of rambling abroad for Pleaſure : 


I had not ſo much as ſeen York, nor 
wiſhed to viſit London, till ſhe propoſed 
taking me with her to both Places ; for 
ſhe intended to ſpend ſome Months of 
the Winter in London. It was with ex= 
treme Reluctance that my Mother con- 


ſented to her Requeſt, and my earneſt 


Petitions; Tenderneſs and Fears cauſed 
her to ſuffer great Pain at parting. I 
loved her, and felt as much Concern at 
this Separation, as the new Ideas I had 
conceived would allow of; I longed 
tor Pleaſure, and London was repre- 
ſented as the Theatre of Delight, (alas ! 
I could not foreſee the long Series of 


| Milery that quickly followed me;) but 


at that Inſtant was Proof againſt my. 
dear Mother's Grief and Intreaties. Sir 
Vor. 5 GS Charles 
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Charl:s was generous beyond my Ex- 
pectations, and enabled me to make an 
Appearance at 707k, equal to any Lady, 
that the Diverſion of the Races had 
tempted to come there: I was raviſhed 
with Delight, and grew vain with F lattery, 
and thought, with Horror, on being im- 
mured again at Park-Forreſt, Mrs. Elliot, 
(tor that was my Relation's Name) in- 
dulged herſelf in a free Enjoyn:ent of 
Pleature, in all which I conſequently 
partook. There was young Officer, be- 
longing to a Regiment at that Time in 
the City, who was eſteemed the fineſt 
Gentleman at the Aſſembly; his Perſon 
was faultleſs, and his Addreſs uncom- 
monly gentee}; he had an ineffable 
Sweetnels in his Countenance, with 
every Grace that could attract the Heart 
of a Woman: No Wonder then, that 
an unexperienced and unguarded Girl, 
(for fuch a one I was) ſhould be capti- 
vated by a Man, who appeared to have 
no equal. 

Here Mrs. Lockhart ftopped a few. 
Moments ; involuntary Sighs checked. 
her Words, but ſhe recovered herſelf, 
and proceeded. I thought ſo then, and 
proved the Truth of it afterwards: I 


was his Partner in Dancing, and Mrs. 
Elliot's 


N * * 
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Elliot's Indiſcretion ſuffered her to tell 


me, that I was admired by the Gen- 


tlemen, and envied by the Ladies; and 


that we were allowed by both Parties to 
be the moſt compleat Couple that could 
be picked from the whole Aſſembly. I 
was pleaſed to hear myſelf commended ; 
for Love had feized my Heart, and I 
grew difident of my own Worthineſs, 
and feared, that neither my Perſon, 
nor Fortune, merited the Heart of a 
Man, who alone had the Power to 
pleaſe me; yet I flattered myſelf with 
the Hope of being regarded by him, 


and fancied that I ſaw him eye me 


with uncommon Ardency of Affection: 
It was not a chimerical Fancy, for Novice 
as I was in the Aﬀairs of Love, my 
Judgment did not err in this Reſpect; 
he ſought every Opportunity of being 
alone with me; I favoured his Deſires, 
and never endeavoured to ſhun him; 
our Love was mutual, and we had fo 
little Caution, that Mrs. Elliot toon per- 
ceived it; ſhe reprimanded me ſeverely 
tor encouraging a young Man that had 


nothing but a red Coat to make him 
= Gentleman, for his whole Fortune, 


the ſaid, had only purchaſed him a 
Subaltern' 5 Commiſſion ; and it was ne. 
C2 ce ſſar 


28 rr 


ceſſary for him to get a Wife with Money 
10 raiſe himſelf; her Advice came too 
late, ſhe had neglected to give it at ü 
the proper Time. I would not ſo much 
as promiſe her the leaſt of her Requeſts 
but retorted upon her the Praiſes that 
the gave both to his Perſon and Qua- 
lifications, when I firſt ſaw him, without 
cautioning me againſt a Paſſion that 
might be naturally apprehended, for 
ſhe had not, before this Time, ſpoken 
one Word of his F amily or Fortune; all 
that ſhe had ſaid ſeemed calculated to 
raiſe in me a high Eſteem for the hand- 
ſome young Officer, as ſhe conſtantly 
called him; I believe ſhe had no Inten- 
tions of any Kind that regarded him, 
but ſpoke her own <entiments, without 
conſidering the dangerous Conſequences 
that her Words might produce, for ſhe 
3 aſſiſted him in the Conqueſt of 
y Heart: And when that was finally 
— fog ſhe ſaw her Error, and too late en- 
deavoured to prevent the Conſequences 
of it: I perſiſted in ſeeing him, till ſhe | 
wrote to my Mother about it, who, in 
all Haſte, ſent Servants to fetch me 
Home. I was not allowed fo much as 
to carry Neceſſaries with me; all were 


ordered to be ſent after me. 
I had 
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J had no Opportunity to acquaint Mr. 
Lockhart with this precipitate Journey : 


| was diſtracted with the Fear of never 
ſeeing him again, as we had not con- 


fulted the means of carrying on a Cor- 


reſpondence, not foreſeeing the Occaſion. 
He was under an Engagement to be 1n 


London the Winter following, at which 


we had determined to complete our 


Union. 


L had a melancholy Journey to Park- 
Forreſt, and a dilagreeable Reception; 
a Mother's Anger, or even an Indiffe- 
rence of Behaviour I had never expe- 
rienced before. Love and Indulgence I 


had always met with, and was ſhock'd 


with the Cruelty of her Behaviour, as 


I then judged it to be; but Reaſon has 


ſince told me that it was right. Some 
Weeks paſt, without hearing any thing 


of my Lover: Deſpair had ſeized me, 


but at this Ttme I was become almoft 
deſperate, and had reſolved to venture 
a Letter to York, though I had little 
Reaſon to believe he was there, and run 


the Hazard of my Indiſcretion being 


expoſed. 

One Day whilſt fitting at a Window, 
indulging melancholy Thoughts, I ſaw 
a Man ride twice by the Houſe; he 


"% 4 | appeared 
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appeared to be a Tradeſman, and paſſed 
unregarded by me; but his third Ap- 
pearance awakened my Attention. I did 
not diſcover who he was, till he moved 
his Hat, and then plainly I ſaw my 


Lover. Aſtoniſnment would certainly 
have betrayed me, if there had been any 


Spectators; but luckily I was alone, and 
had Time to recollect what was proper 


to be done, before I was called down to 
Dinner. My Mother had not confined 
me, as ſhe had no Apprehenſion of 
Danger; for Mrs. Elliot had aſſured 
her, that Mr. Lockhart could not get 
Leave of his Superior to follow me, and 
added, that he had not Money enough 
to purſue Uncertainties, nor indeed to 
carry him ſo long a Journey; for it is, 
you know, fifty Miles from hence to 
York. 1 was allowed the Liberty of 
walking in the Gardens, and often aſſed 
whole Hours there, After Dinner I went 
out as if to amuſe myſelf, and opening 
a Door which led into a Field, J fat 
down on a Hill ſufficiently conſpicuous 
to all that travelled. the Road: This 
anſwered my Intention, Mr. Lockhart 
{ſaw me, and I diſcovered him, and 
delcended from the Hill into an ad- 
jacent Wood, he followed me, our 
| Meeting 
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Meeting I will not deſcribe, it was 


ſuch as may be imagined only by tote 


who have been in the ſame Situation. 
He told me his Time was ſhort, and 
with how much Difficulty he had gained 
his Leave of Abſence. | 

Three Days were to be the whole of 
his Stay, during which we often met, 
and when the Time limited was expired, 
felt ſo much Anxiety at the Thought 
of parting, that it drove us to the Brink 


of Diſtraction. *T'was then that I thought 


of deſerting the beſt of Mothers, to throw 
myſelf into the Arms of a Man who 
was almoſt a Stranger to me. Vain, I 
knew, would be any Attempt towards 
gaining her Content, and if we neglected 
this Opportunity, there was no Proba- 
bility of our ever Meeting again : This, 
and every tender Word, that the ſin- 
cereſt Love could dictate, were urged 
by him. My Mother was very dear to 
me; Duty towards her, and the Pro- 


miſe I had made, of never marrying 


without her Conſent, roſe in my Mind, 
and made a great Oppoſition to my 
Love, eſpecially during Mr. Lockbart's. 
Abſence : Reaſon then ſtruggled with 
my Paſſion; but when he appeared, [ 


forgot every Thing that had OY in my 


© 4 Mind 
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to leave Park-Forreſt. 


_ Puniſhment adequate to the Crime; for 
alas! I waſted many of my yout hiul 


to ſpend a Week with a Relation, about 


Waggon was to call that very Day: 


Day, I left this. hoſpitable Houle, but 
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Mind, and only thought of the Bitternels 
of an cternal Scpar atic on: In one of theic 


folr, and unguarded Intervals I conſented 


My Ditobedience and Ingratitude to 
the fondeſt of Parents have met with a 


Years in the ſharpeſt Anguiſh of Af 9 
fliction, but my patient Reſignation at 1 
length, expiated my Guilt, and Heaven 4 
reſtored my Peace, as far as it could T7 
be done without a Miracle. But amn 
wandering from my Subject. My Flight 7 
was facilitated by the Abſence of Sir 
Charles and my Mother, who went the | 
next Day after Mr. Locꝶbart's Arrival, 


twenty Miles diſtant. I packed up every 
Thing valuable that belonged to me, 
and ſent them to an Inn where the London 


They were directed to be left at the 
Carrier's Warehouſe in London till called 
for, and Mr. Lockhart wrote to a Friend, 
engaging him to ſecure them upon their 
Arrival. 

Early in the Morning of the fourth 


Dot. 
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not without feeling parting Pains. I 
trembled at the Thought of my Mother's 
= Grief and Rage; my Actions were re- 
| pugnant to my Conſcience, and I ſuffered 
Jo much that nothing but the Exceſs 
of Love could have ſupported me in 
that terrible Conflict: Mr. Lockhart 
2 Afaw my Diſtreſs, and ſoothed my Grief 
with Vows of eternal Love and Kind- 
* neſs; he very ſoon overcame my Re- 
gret, and filled my Mind with ideal 
Pleaſures, and Hopes of future -Hap- 
* panels. 

_ We reached London without any Ac- 
cident: His Friend met us and deli- 
vered my Portmanteaus; and without 
much Lots of Time, aſſiſted at our 
Union. This was the happieſt Period 
of my Lite: I had received my firſt 
Half Year's Intereſt juſt before I left 
Park-Forreſt; on that we ſubſiſted till 
more was due. I had wrote to my Mo- 
ther on my Arrival in London, and im- 
plored her Pardon in the moſt ſubmiſſive 
Terms ; the Letter coit me many Tears, 
for I loved and honoured her greatly; 
but a ſtronger Paſſion than filal Af- 
tection had ſeized my whole Soul; 


and Mr. Lockhart's Behaviour prevented 
C 5 a De- 
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a Decreaſe of Love. I had no An- 


iwer to my firit Letter; I wrote again 
to her and to Sir Charles, and to ſome 


neighbouring Gentry, defiring their Me- 
diation; but all was ineffectual, till 
tired with my Perſeverance, Sir Charles 
wrote, by the Deſire of my Mother, ſo 
harſh an Anſwer, that it threw me into 


a Condition, which with Difficulty I 
recovered from. I was pregnant, but 
the Shock prevented Maturity, and Mr. 


Z,ockhart was ſo enraged at this Mit. 
fortune, as he termed it, that he vowed 


I ſhould never more apply to ſuch in- 


exorable Parents. I ceaſed to write, and 


recovered. 

The Care and Kindneſs of my Huſband, 
I thought, could admit of no Increaſe, 
yet, upon this Occaſion, I found it be- 


yond the Power of my Imagination; 


his endearing Tenderneſs in a Manner 


eraſed all the remaining Love that 1 


had hitherto felt for my Parents; 1 
call them ſo; for Sir Milliam certainly 
had a Right to that Name, and deſerved 


it from) ine. 
The Year following I had a Daughter, 


which increaſed our Happineſs; we ved 


within our Income, and by that Means 
were 
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were not only free from Want, but had 
a plentiful Subſiſtence. 

When I had attained the Age of twenty- 
one, Mr. Lockhart wrote to Sir Charles 
and my Mother, deſiring Leave to wait 
on them to receive, and ſettle my Fortune, 
four thouſand Pounds of which he pro- 
poſed to ſettle on me, and the Children 
that we might have; with the other thou- 
ſand he intended to raiſe himſelf in the 
Army, for he had no parliamentary In- 
tereſt, and merit he found was an inſuffi- 
cient Plea. He acquainted them with his 
Intentions; but (laudable as they cer- 
tainly were) they failed in the deſired 
Succeſs, till I wrote to a Gentleman who 
had ſome Influence over my Mother, 
who repreſented to her the Illegality 
of with-holding my Fortune; by this 
Means the Money, upwards of ſix thou- 
ſand Pounds, was paid in London: My 
Mother, though ſevere was juſt; for 
it was in her Power to have with-held 
the Intereſt. 

Mr. Lockhart purchaſed an higher 
Commiſſion, and waited till he ſhould. 
find an Eſtate adequate to the remaining. 


Sum; he was particular as to Situation, 


laying, he hoped it would be our Place. 
of 


dne cri 

of Reſidence in Age, an Aſylum from 
Care. when the Buſineſs of Life would 
permit a Retreat. This prevented tho 
Money from being laid out, and the 
fatal South-Sea Scheme intervening, our 
Ruin was the Conſequence of his good 
Intentions. At firſt we were cautious, 
and ventured but a little; unexpected 
Succeſs, for indeed it was beyond Hope, 


ſoon drew from us the whole of our 
future Dependence, and we were at one 


Time worth more than forty thouſand 
Pounds. 


At that Iuncture I perſuaded Mr. 


Lockhart to fell his Commiſſion ; for I 
dreaded a Separation, and his being liable 


to the Call of a Superior had kept me 


from enjoying that permanent Satil- 
Faction, which every other Circumſtance 
in Life contributed to give me. He con- 
ſented, and ſoon met with a young Gen- 
tlemen who wanted ſuch a Purchaſe; to 
him he ſold it, but as the Gentleman had 
not Money enough, without diſtreſſing 
a Family who were greatly indebted to 


him, Mr. Lockhart generouſly contented 


himſelf with a Bond tor eight hundred 
Pounds. 
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I We bought a Houſe and furniſhed it, 
and began to think of coming down to 
* Paork-Forreft, to endeavour again at a Re- 
cConcilement with my good Parent. We 
had finely planned a benevolent and rea- 
ſonable Scheme for our future Lives; 
but then the iniquitous Buſineſs had 
taken the Effect which it was calculated 
to do, the Stocks fell, and we were ruined, 
yet we hoped for a parliamentary Re- 
dreſs; but alas! we found none, and 
became Tenants in our own Houle ; but 
that we could not continue in long; our 
All was gone, and the Officer who had 
bought the Commiſſion was abroad: We 
fold our Furniture, and took a ſmall 
Lodging, and with our dear Child and 
a Maid Servant lived privately z but un- 
fortunately for us, we had - contracted 
lome Debts, being unwilling to ſell any 
Part of our Stock : "Theſe Debts were 
now our only Trouble; we paid every 
one a Part, and promiſed the reſt 
when the .Officer who gave the Bond 
returned. 

We calculated, and found that we 
ſtill ſhould be worth above five hundred 
Pounds, with which we were determined 

to 
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to go into ſome Sort of Buſineſs, and 
endeavour, by our Induſtry, to get a 
Living: Never two People were more 
content and reſigned. The innocent 
Prattling of our little Fanny made 


Mr. e chearful, and I became 
happy at the Sight. 
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C HA E. 


A Catchpole, whoſe polluted Hands the Gods, 
With Force incredible, and magic Charms 
Erſt have endued; if he his ample Palm 
Should haply on ill-fated” Shoulder lay 
/ Debrer, ſtraight his Body, to the Touch 
Ob ſequious (as whilom Knights were wont.) 
To ſome inchanted' Caſtle is conveyed, 
[here Gates impregnable,and coercive Chains: 
In Durance ftri& detain him, till in Form. 
Money, Pallas ſets the Captive free. 


"NDULGING in 8 we paſſed} 
away ſome. Time, in daily Hopes of 
the Captain's Return. It happened on 
the 10th of June, alas! a. fatal Day to 
me! I had a. little Head-ach, and was 
leaning forwards, with my Hand on my 
Forehead, when Mr. Lockhart burſt into 
the Room: He looked aghaſt ; Horror 
was in his Countenance. l ſtarted and 


threw * back, when I found my 
Chair 
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Chair Foot had fell with great Force 
on my dear Child's Foot ; ſhe ſcreamed 
and fell down; and juſt in that Moment, 


before my dear Huſband could ſhut the 
Door, three ill-looking Fellows ſeized 
him. The woful Proſpect deprived me 
of Speech and Strength ; I fainted, but 


not until I had ſeen the Wretches woke 


the beſt and tendereſt of Men and Huſ- 
bands ſeveral Blows, becauſe he reſiſted 
their Violence, only to come to the Relief 
of his Wife and Child: The Sight of 
my Miſery, and my pretty Girl's ſad 
Condition moved them not; void of 


Humanity, theſe hardened Villains tore 


him away, and left me inſenſible. 
In this Situation I remained ſome 
Minutes, and the more I recovered my 


Senſes, the greater appeared my Affliction. 


My Comforter was hurried away, and 1 
left upon the Bed, without Attendant, ex- 


cept my poor Child and the Miſtreſs of the 


Houſe, who was employed in holding 
the Child's Foot, having ſent the Maid 


for a Surgeon; he ſoon came, and faid 


he was afraid * Child would loſe ſome 
of her Toes. This was Matter of Grief 


to me, and for ſome Minutes ſuſpended 
the Thoughts of my dear Huiband ;, 
but that could not be long; I knew 


not 
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not where he was gone, nor upon what 
Account, but thought the Men Bailiffs. 
I was almoſt diſtracted when I ſaw 
Blood upon the Floor, and knew 1t 
was the Blood of a Man, whole every 
Drop was as dear to me as my own 
Life, and when I recollected the Blows 
I had ſeen him receive, and knew not 
but that he might that very Moment 
be in Sufferings "equally horrid, 

I grew frantick, I ran to the Blood, 
and kneeling down was actually going 

to lick it with my Tongue, had not the 

Woman and my Servant taken me up, 
and laid me on a Bed, where by Force 
they kept me till I grew more calm: 
We then conſulted how to find my dear 
Mr. Lockhart , the good Woman under- 
took the Taſk; ſhe ſent out, and in two- 
Hours, which to me ſeemed an Age, 
returned and told me he was detained, 
in a Bailiff's Houſe, at ſome Diſtance. 
J prepared to go to him, the Woman 
was ſo kind as to go with me; for indeed 
was ſcarcely able to walk alone. 

1 found the lovely, and the late gay 
and lively Mr. LZockhbart, diſconſolate 
and alone, laid upon a Bed that ſeemed. 
a Heap of dirty Rags, in a diſmal 
Room with grated Windows, and with- 

Out. 
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out Glaſs. At this Sight my Spirits 
forſook me; I was linking, but the dear 


Man caught me in his Arms, crying; 


O thou beſt and deareſt of Women, to 
what a miſerable State have I reduced 
thee! Why was not I unhappy alone ? 
But that had been Happineſs, compared 
to what I feel for my Wife and Child : 

Here the Tears ſtopped his Speech; 

— and here, Reader, the Lady ceaſed 
for the ſame Reaſon, and every Eye was 
moiſtened ; even Sir William felt invo- 


luntary Props of Humanity: He roſe 
and embraced his Siſter, ſaying, Poor 
Creature! and did I and my Mother 


live in Affluence and forget thee ? I wiſh 
we had known thy Diſtreſs. Mrs. Lock- 


hart anſwered, Alas! you would not. 


have believed it to be ſuch as it was: 
The Happy have no Conception of 
Woes ſo ſharp as ours at that Time- 
were. 7 

It was at leaſt an 3 bin we 
were capable to conſult with our Land- 
lady what was to be done ; but at laſt it 
was reſolved that ſhe and I ſhould go to 


the Creditors, and endeavour to Dare 


them. I was forced to leave in this. 
wretched Place my dear Huſband: I 


went down with an aking Heart, and 
Eyes 
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Eyes drowned in Tears; but before 1 
reached the Door, the horrid Fellow, 
the Maſter of the Houſe, and who J 
recollected to be one of thoſe I had ſeen 
before, accoſted me, ſaying : I ſuppoſe 
Madam you are concerned to ſce Mr. 
Leckhart in ſo very poor a Room; but 
I would have you know that I have as 
good Rooms in my Houſe as any Body 
has in my Occupation; but when Gen- 
tlemen uſe. me ill, as your Huſband 
did, I always puniſh them for it, and 
put them in that very Room that you 
have juſt left: But, Madam, notwith- 
ſtanding his Inſolence, if you will do 
as Ladies in your Caſe are obliged to 
do, and come down handſomely, I'll 
remove him to a better, if not, he'll ſtay 
where he 1s. 
Shocked as I was, I had Senſe enough 
to know his Meaning, and gave him 
Half a Guinea, and deſired him to re- 
move Mr. Leckhart to a more accep- 
table Apartment before my Return, not- 
withſtanding I hoped then to gain his 
Liberty, little experienced in Affairs of 
that Kind; for I fondly imagined that 
my Diſtreſs would move the hardeſt 
Heart; but alas! I ſoon found that 
Tears and Intreatics were ineffectual, 


and 
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and it was in vain that I remonſtrated, 
and told the mercenary Trades People 
the very Truth relative to the Bond ; they 
all ſeemed to give no Credit to what 1 
ſaid, and I returned with a heavy Heart 
to the diabolical Manſion of a Wretch 
whoſe Sight made me ſhudder ; yet I 
was forced to appear ſatisfied, when 1 
found my beſt of Men in a little better 
Room: I could not leave him, but re- 
ſolved to ſtay in that diſmal Place all 
Night, deſiring my good Landlady to 
comfort my poor Child. 

We were obliged to have a Supper, 
but neither of us could eat. The Wretch 
the Landlord ſat down with us uninvited, 
and, as if he ſported with our Miſery, 
continued the whole Time to tell inſipid 
Stories, which he called witty ones, 
and laughed at the Concluſion of each, 
looking as if he expected us to join 
him, and often crying, Come be chear- 
tul; the worſe Luck now, the better 
another Time, adding,. I have had many 
a fine Gentleman in this Room, and 
they are never the worſe for it now; 
and then he enumerated their Names, 
which neither of us attended to; for 
we had not that Malignity in our Na- 
tures, that alleviates Sorrow by knowing 


that 
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that others are, or have been equally 
wretched. 
Soon after the Bailiff left us, and we 
lay down, not in a Bed of Straw, but 
in one little better. Each was filent, 
for each would have ſpoken the Words 


of Comfort, but were at a Loſs what to 


ſay, till the deareſt of Men, claſping me 

in his Arms, began to lament in all the 
pathetic Terms of Grief, the Miſery of 
my State, while I only felt for him and 
my pretty Girl. Tired with complaining 
and comforting, we reſolved to ſleep, 
but vain was the Attempt; neither 
of us could reſt during the whole 
Night, nor did we ſpeak, nor even let 
a Sigh eſcape, for Fear of diſturbing 
each other. 

Day at laſt appeared, when the orated 
Windows put an End to the Suppreſſion 
of my Grief; I broke out into loud 
Lamentations, accuſing Providence, and 
almoſt curſed the Hour that gave me 
Birth, when the dear Chriſtian Man uſed 
ſuch ſtrong Perſuaſives, and urged the 
Virtue of Patience ſo powerfully, that TI 
reſolved to bear my Afflictions for the 
future in a more becoming Manner: 
But I'll dwell no longer on this Part of 


my _— only ſay, that all Means failed, 
and 
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and Mr. Lockhart was conveyed to the 


Fleet Priſon, which would have appeared 


terrible if I had not ſeen the Bailiff's 
Chambers. I could not leave the Part- 


ner of my better Days, but left my poor 


Girl to a Stranger's Care, and at a Time 
when ſhe much wanted Aſſiſtance. The 
Surgeon, in order to make a Cure of 
her Foot, cut of a Toe; but this I 
did not acquaint Mr. Lockhart with. 
Our Lodging was at a great Diſtance 
from the Priſon, and more expenſive 
than we could bear, as we ſubſiſted only 
by ſelling the ornamental Part of our 
Furniture, which we had reſerved when 
we parted with our Houſe. There are 
ſome Streets and Lanes called the Rules 
of the Fleet, where Priſoners are allowed 
to live, giving Security for their forth- 
coming, and paying ſome Guineas to 
purchaſe the Freedom. The Money I 
procured, and only waited for a Friend's 
coming to Town to be Security for my 


afflicted Huſband: I likewiſe toox a 


Lodging in Fleet-lane, where I intended 
to hve without a Servant till che Officer 
returned from abroad: Mr. 7 ockhart, 
had acquainted him with our Diſtreſs, 
and he in Anſwer promiſed ſoon to 
relieve us. I grew a little reconciled 
tO 
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to my Condition, ſeeing my Huſband 
appear ſo; bur this was not to laſt; 
Heaven had not yet puniſhed my Diſ- 
obedience to the full, I was to ſuffer in 
the offending Part, my Heart, which 
had exulted with Joy, was to be rent 
with Sorrow; Mr. Lockhart had ſup- 
preſſed his riſing Grief to prevent my 
partaking of it; this had hurt him, for 
it preyed upon his Vitals, and he fell 
into a deep Conſumption, and before his 
Friend returned to Town to releaſe him, 
was paſt being removed: But here I'II 
draw a Veil over our mutual Grief and 

Parting; it was ſuch as muſt attend 
a Love fo fixed and lafting ; we ſhould 
ill have ſupported it, but for a good 
Clergyman, who attended and taught 
us Chriſtian Patience; and my dear de- 
parting Love with his laſt Breath bleſſed 
both me and my Infant, ſaying, Believe 
me, thou beſt and deareſt of Women, a 
Ray of Joy brightens upon my Soul, 
and tells me, we ſhall both be happy in 
Eternity, where, when Heaven permits, 
may Fanny meet us. Theſe were his 
laſt Words to me; to his Maker he 
dedicated his remaining Moments. The 
good Clergyman led me out of the. 
Room, and prevented my — or 

| ure 
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ſure I had never ſurvived that dreadful 


Moment; I was incapable of thinking 


for many Hours, nor indeed could * 


determine on any thing, but that I would 


not leave the Priſon till the Remains 
of my dear Man were carried to the 


Grave. All was done for me by the 


good Cletgyman, and I Ir to return 


Home. 
As it was not convenient to have my 


Child lie in the Priſon, I had got a 
x Woman, who was well recommended, to 
+> ſtay in the Lodging with her, and waſh 
for us; ſhe appeared a good kind of 
Perſon, and I put a great Confidence 


in her. I took Leave of my Comforter, 


who renewed his conſolatory Advice, and 


told me, that he would viſit me at my 
Lodging the next Day, for a Friend had 
purchaſed the Liberty of the Rules for 


him. This gave me as much Joy as 


my ſad Soul was ſuſceptible of. I left 


* Place, where indeed I had met with 


great Humanity and Kindneſs. When I 


got home, the Landlady told me, that 


my Servant had been out moſt of the 
Day ; that about a Quarter of an Hour 
before, ſhe came into the Houſe with 
the Child in her Hand, and hearing that 
I had ſent ſome Things, and was coming 

myſelf 
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myſelf, the Woman turned out of the 
Houſe with the Child, ſaying, She would 
return preſently; but had not been ſeen 
ſince that Time. This Story alarmed 
me ; I became ſtrangely uneaſy, but ſat 
down as defired, and with Impatience 
waited above an Hour; during which I 
found out that the Woman had carried 
ſome Goods out to ſell, telling the Land- 
lady, that I wanted Money. Utter Ruin 
then ſtared me in the Face; my hand- 
fome Bureau was carried off, and in it 
the Bond, which was concealed in a 
private Drawer, with the Things of 
Value, which ſeemed ſufficient to ſup- 
port us till the Bond was paid: The Bed 
was left, upon it I reclined, and gave 
Way to my Deſpair ; but on Recollection, 
that probably my Child was loſt, I grew 
wild, and rambled about the Streets in 
queſt of her during the whole Night. 
Next Morning I teturned to my Lod- 
ging, but found no Intelligence of my 
Child. The good Man at that Moment 
came to viſit me: My accumulated Woes 
required his utmaſt Efforts to calm me. 
A Chriſtian Patience and quiet Reſig- 
nation to the Will of the Almighty, he 
ſaid, were the only Things I was to en- 
deavour at; for in my Diſtreſs, which he 
Vol. I. > at owned 
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owned was very oreat, he ſaw no Refuge 
but in a religious Lite, which he ad- 8 
viſed me to ſet heartily about, and to 4 
acknowledge that my great Afflictions | 
were only puniſhments for my great 
Crime in making a Parent feel what it 

pleaſed Heaven to inflict on me: He 

added every Thing that a good Heart 

and wife Head could dice and ſaid, 

Heaven would reſtore my Child, and 

my dying Huſband's Words prove truly 

prophetic, which told me, I ſhould be 

happy. Thus he conſoled me; nay, 
he did more, for knowing that 1 had 
| nothing to ſubſiſt on, he wrote unknown 
| to me to my Mother, and moved her 
* Heart, which I had in vain endeavoured 
| do do; ſhe ſent me Fifty Guineas, with 
a Promiſe of repeating the Gift every 
Year; but mixed ſome Upbraidings with 
her Kindneſs. On Receipt of the Money g 
I gave the Divine Twenty Guineas, | 
which releaſed him from the Priſon, ; 
into which he had been caſt by two cruel 
Creditors, becauſe he. could not imme- 
diately pay a Debt contracted by una- 
voidable Misfortunes : He received it as 
a Preſent ſent from Heaven, and indeed 
it was the Reward of good Actions : 


He was reſtored to the ſame Curacy 
I from 


The AUCTION. 51 
from which he had been torn, and con- 
tinues to this Day my Friend and Ad- 
viſer. The Loſs of my Child took from 
me the Remnant of Comfort I had left. 
I lodged in York Buildings, and led a 
ſolitary Life, oft walking into the Fields 
or Streets, and looking about for my 
Cas .. ; 

Twelve Years paſſed chiefly by me 
thus ſpent; ſmall was my Portion of 
worldly Comfort, and had not Religion 
taught me Reſignation, I had certainly 
gone diſtracted. 


D- cen 
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CH AP. VII. 


We'll mock the Time with faireſt Show, 

Fair Face muſt hide what the falſe Heart A 
does know, 

1 „„ * #* „ 

You cheat the World 

With florid Ont/ide, till you meet SUrprize ; 

Then Conſcience, working inwards like a 
Mole, 

Crumbles the Surface, and reveals the Dirt 


From which your Actions Joring. 


NE Day, as I was ſauntering along, 

I came to a large Houle in Fleet- 
ſtreet, where my Eyes were ſtruck with 
the Sight of a Man dreſſed like a Porter, 
but kaldiog a long Staff as if a Con- 
ſtable: Porcelain I beheld in Abun- 
dance, as if it was the Canton Ware- 
houſe, or rather that the Waggon from 


Worceſter was _ unloaded. There I 
ſaw 
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ſaw a Cheeſemonger of the Strand, lamen- 
ting that he was compelled to pay four 
Pounds five Shillings for a Mahogony 
Cheſts of Drawers, Value about three 
Pounds, when he had only bad five 
Shillings for them; but it appeared 
that a Man <ell known to the Auftionerr, 
had eagerly bad faur Pounds before 
him. 
This Auctioneer made ſome often- 
tatious Harangues from his Roſtrum, 
much like a Mountebank, felling at a 
high Price Noſtrums of various Colours. 
Large were the Company that appeared 
Buyers, and unanimoully commended, or 
- bid for the Articles that ſeemed expoſed 
to Sale. 1. 

Well do I remember a Sailor gave 
three Pounds ten Shilling for a new 
Watch, whoſe Spring ſeemed to have 
loſt its Elaſticity, if it ever had any. 
Money the honeſt Tar had, which 
ſeemed to burn his Pocket; for raſhly 
he bad two Guineas for a Caſe of Ra- 
Zors tipt with Silver, which he declared 
ſhould be a Preſent for the Governor of 
Gibraltar, to which Place he was bound. 
A ſhrewd Dealer ſtood by, and amongſt 
other Sarcaſms ſaid, That the Bottle was 
of more Warth than the Medicine; that 
D 3 the 
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the Razors might be uſeful at Gibraltar, 
1t they had no Knives to cut Butter, but 
that at Birmingham they were only fold 
tor a Groat a-piece. 

Immediately were put up half a Dozen 
Silver-hafted Knives, and as many Forks : 
The Barkers bad freely as far as twenty- 
four Shillings, but ſtopped on perceiving 
a Country Gentleman had ſwallowed the 
Bait, and bad Sixpence more: Down 
went the Hammer ; the Suter 
proclaimed them a Bargain; but the 
Dealer ſaid, he Silver of a Knife weighs 
but Nine-pence, and the Blades have 
each a Flaw, and offered to wager a 
Guinea -that-he could, after extracting 
the Roſin from one of the Handles, blow 
it acroſs the Street. 


That Moment I caſt my Eyes on the 


Bureau, once my moſt capital Piece of 
Furniture: Impatiently I ſurveyed it, 
and - turned the Key, thinking of my 
hidden Bond. There, Madam, is a 
Piece of Work, fit for the Palace of. a 
Prince, ſays one: Tis the next Lot, 
ſays another, whom I believe was of the 


domeſtic Gang that filled the ſpacious 


Shop. Immediately the Object of my 


Wiſhes was hoiſted ud. My Conduct 


betrayed my Anxiety; 1 1 bad freely. 
aſked 


aſked if the laſt Bid was for me, and 
oft bad upon myſelf: At laſt Fear 
checked me; for | had advanced more 
than the original Price, and bad near 
my lat Farthing. 

The [ {arpies, with Eyes as quick- 
ſigbted as Hawks, on perceiving my 
Ardour abate, cealed to bid; a Slap 
of the Hammer finiſhed my Baſineis, 
andi the ſhim Auttioncer declared that 
ic was prodigious cheap, but that be 
would take no more, out of Complai- 
lance to me as a Lady -A Fradeſman 
of gentcel Appearance burit into a 
Laugh, ſaying, Tis all a Hum, Jach; 
ſmoke the Man of Conſcience. He 
won't take a Penny more than he can 
yet. You Life-guard-Man, 'twas well 
cooked: you made the old Lady pay 
for P's and Q's, and are now ready to 
ſel} this Piece of Paint for Raphael's, 
which has no Likenets of his Works, 
except in the Mark, which you ſaw put 
ON it. 

Hold! hold you! Sir! ſays the Broker 
Auctioneer; you make very free with 
my Goods and unſpotted Reputation; 
but PII zrounce you; T' teach you to 
ſtop the Sale, and throw Scandal at 
me: The Law 1s open—Yes, ſays the 

2. Tradeſ- 
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Tradeſman, but it wants Amendment, 
or ſuch Cheats as you would not have 
Liberty to impoſe on unwary Strangers. 
Here, take this Shop-bill ; it will ſhew 
a Name I never was aſbamed of 2 1 
am not the Man that fold Scots Cloth 
for right Holland, nor did I counterfeit 
by Advertiſement the Name of a Berk- 
ſhire Gentleman, whole Goods I never 
had to ſell. | 

Who took four Guineas from an 
Innkeeper of eworth, for a Caſe of 
Knives, whoſe Handles were only waſhed 
with Silver? | 

Who ſold the Colonel fifty Pounds 
Worth of Goods, knowing him to be 
mad, and compelled his Friends to pay 


for them? 


Who ſold the Glazier two bes of 
Cloth ſo much above Value, that he 
found it beſt to loſe his five Guineas, 
paid as Earneſt. „ 

Who ſold the Muſical Clock at Lon- 
don Bridge, Temple-Bar, Charing-Croſs, and 
the Poultry, yet there it ſtands ? 

Who old Linen to his own Wife, 
which ſhe never carried to Marybone : 
There it now lies, for the firſt F 001 that 
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When the Norfolk Squire had left his 
hired Houſe, it was you that proſti- 
tuted his great Name, to ſell the vampt- 
up Furniture, as if it was his. When 
Portſmouth ſaw an Admiral executed, it 
was you pretended to ſell his Fire-arms, 
tho' you had none but what were col- 
lected from the Pawnbrokers. You dare 
not ſue me; it would expoſe your Ro- 
guery, nor will any Jury give Damages 
to one'of our Stamp. 
Bear Witnels, cries the Broker, you 

Mr. What-d'ye-call em; and you, ohn, 
put up the Shutters ; he has ſtopt my 
Sale, you ſhall prove my Damages in 
Court. 

The Tradeſman laughed at theſe 
Threats, and turned upon his Heel. 
For my Part, I wiſhed to get away, 
and ſoon found the Means: A Perſon, 
who had before bad high for Goods, 
and appeared by his Dreſs to be a 
Gentleman, now threw off his Coar, 
and offered for a Shilling, to carry 
my Bureau to York Buildings, which 
I agreed to; and on my Arrival there 
did not loſe much Time before I ſearched 
for and diſcovered my long-loſt Bond, 
together with ſome Letters that paſſed 
berween Mr. Lockhart and myſelf. I 

-— ys ſhed 
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ſhed Tears over the dear Epiſtles, that 
_ conveyed the true Sentiments of a Lover 
in the tendereſt Words. 

The Bond I immediately cnalial to 
the Colonel; for ſo the Officer was 
become, and had married a great 
Fortune: He paid me both Prin- 
cipal and Intereſt; on which I took 
a more N Lodging in the ſame 


Strect. 
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Hie preferr' d mo 
Above the Maidens of my Age and Rank, 
Still ſoun 'd their Company, and fill ſought 


mine. 
Ice not won by Gifts, ye ; fill be A 
And all bis Gifts, though ſmall, yet ſpoke-his: 
Love. 


IRECTLY oppolite to me, a 
Counſellor, efteemed very rich, 

and his Lady, came to reſide. They 
had an only Son, a young Gentleman 
that bore an uncommon. good Character. 
A little Time after, the Lady took an 
exceeding pretty Girl into her Houſe to 
be her own Servant: There was ſome- 
thing ſo pleaſing in her, that it gave me: 
Pleafure to look at her. 
I did not live upon a Footing genteel. 
enough to viſit the Lady, whoſe Name 
was Bahre; but by often ſeeing me, it. 

| excited. 
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excited her Curioſity to gain Intelligence 


who I was; on which we became ac- 


quainted; and I had frequent Oppor- 
tunities of ſeeing Mrs. Betty Davies (for 


ſo they called the young Perſon J have 


mentioned) and the young Gentleman; 


they were both alike amiable, and J 
admired them equally, and began to be 
alarmed for the poor Girl; for, as my 
Dining-room faced the Lady's Dreſſing- 
room, I could diſcern plainly through 
Blinds, which I always kept up, what 


was done there, and obſerved that the 
Lady was no ſooner out of the Houſe 


than her Son was in the Dreſſing- room 
with Mrs. Betty; and to me they ſeemed 
to be upon Terms that beſpoke a mutual 


Liking : I pitied her; I could not help 


being uneaſy, and grew inquiſitive about 
her Parentage. 


I bad my Servant to make ſtrict En- 


quiry at the Counſellor's Houſe, but 
| the could only learn that their Miſtreſs 
brought her Home in the Coach, but 
they never heard from whence ſhe came. 
This raiſed my Curioſity; I felt my 


Heart flutter at the Account, yet knew 
hot why; for if the Thought of her 


being my own Child had come into 
my Head, I certainly ſhould have run 


to 


F A 


The AUCTION. 


to the Lady for Satisfaction; however, 
a few Days brought on an Eclairciſſe- 


ment. 
One Evening, when alone with Mrs. 


Baſnet, I began to praiſe Mrs. Betty's 
Beauty and Behaviour, and aſked if ſhe 
had any Parents. Mrs. Baſnet anſwered, 


That is a Secret to me, but PII tell you 
all I know of her. Something more 
than twelve Years ago I had a Houle at 
Kenſington, when going home one Night 
at near Ten O'Clock, in Hyde-park we 
heard a Child cry bitterly ; Mr. Baſnet 
ordered the Coach to ſtop, and lent 
the Footman to examine the Caule : He 
returned, and we ſaw in his Hand, by 
the Light of the Flambeau, a Girl that 
ſeemed to be about four Years old; 1 


took her into the Coach; but ſhe was 


not intelligible enough to ſatisfy us 


where ſhe lived, or what her Name 


was, for ſhe liſped pretty much, and has 
yet ſome little Remains, which ſounds 
very pretty. 
Here Mrs. Baſuet chancing to look 


at me, ſaw a ſtrange Alteration in my 


Countenance, and enquired haſtily if 
I was well: I could only fay, Oh! 


call Mrs. Betty, The good Lady was 


trightened, and ran to the Door, and 
with 
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with great Violence, and a loud Voice, 
eried, Betty ! Oh Beiiy! Come this 
Moment, Mrs. Lockhart is dying. Two 
or three Minutes brought not only her, 
but the Father and Son and Servants. 
I was neither dying nor fainting, but 
ſenſible enough to lay, Pray, Mrs. Betty, 
have , you loft a Toe on your Right 
Foot? She anſwered without Heſitation, 
Yes, Madam; when I was a Child my 
Mamma's Chair Foot cruſhed it. She 
ſtood very near me; I claſped my Arms 
round her, crying out, I am that Mamma, 
and bleſs God for the Accident, that 
leaves no Doubt of your being my long- 
mourned: for Daughter. Her Aſtoniſo - 
ment was equal to my Joy; ſhe fell on 
her Knees before me, and gave me an 
Opportunity of leaning on her Shoulder, 
till my Tears of Joy were ſo far ſpent 
as to allow me Speech, to give. her the 
Bleſſing ſhe was aſking. The Com- 
pany partook in our Joy, for Mrs. Betty 
was juſtly valued by them all. But 
when I was, capable of Obſervation, I 
looked at the young Gentleman, and ſaw 
a viſible Pleaſure in. his Countenance. 
My dear Fanny, whoſe Joy . was un- 
bounded, clung about my Neck, crying, 
I am happy naw. to find that good Mrs. 
2 
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Lockhart, whom I always loved from 


the firſt Moment I ſaw her, is my long- 


loſt Mother. We ſpent ſome Minutes 


in reciprocal Embraces and endearing 
Words: But when our tumultuous Toy 


ſubſided, we both acknowledged our 


Obligation to the good Lady ; who 


ſtopped us, ſaying, ſhe had only done 
her Duty to a poor deſerted Child, in 
taking her home with her; and added, 


to the good Qualities of her Mind ſhe 


owes her preſent Situation, for I found 
her Temper and Underſtanding | excel- 
lent, and for that Reaſon educated her 
for myſelf, Her Dreſs when I found 


her, and her always calling out Mamma 
and Papa, made me believe her not to 
be of the loweit Degree: And now, 


dear Mrs. Lockhart, F am amply paid 
for all I have done for her, ſince I can 
reſtore ſo valuable a Jewel to the right 


Owner. I thanked the good Lady, and 


it was mutually determined, that [ ſhould : 


the next Night take her home. 


During the intervening Time, as. my 


Fanny ſoon told me, the young Gentle- 
man preſſed her to. marry him; but 
though Love ſtrongly excited, yet Gra- 


titude forbad her ever doing it without 
his Parents Conſent. On finding her 
reſolute 
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reſolute in this particular, the young 
Gentleman haſtily opened the Door of 


the Study, and, in an humble Manner, 


begged Conſent of the old Gentleman; 


who thus anſwered his Son: You are 


my only Child, and deſerve Blame for 


ſuffering your Heart to be enſnared with 


ſo ſlender a Proſpect of Fortune: Money 
you'll hereafter find is neceſſary to pur- 
chaſe the Pleaſures and Conveniencies 


of Life, and a young Lady poſſeſſed 
of it, has Opportunity of receiving an 


Education, ſuch as will make her a 
more pleaſing Companion, when ſhe 
comes to lead a domeſtic Life ; but *tis 


now too late to declare what might have 


been done; Love is more neceſſary to 
form matrimonial Happineſs even than 
Money or Beauty; from your Union of 


Temper ariſes a very promiſing Proſpect 
of your future Comfort. I have no 
Objection to the Perſon or Under- 


ſanding of Fanny — Take her, and be 


happy. Out of Regard to you both, 
I ſhall be ever ready to give you Ad- 
vice, and hope you'll keep in view the 
Dutch Proverb, Spend leſs than you can 
afferd. On this, much depends your 
future Eafe. 


. All 
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All this I ſcon became acquainted 
with, and returned Thanks to Heaven, 
which now viſibly began to favour me. 


I acknowledged that my Sufferings had 


been juſt, and my Bleſſings undeſerved. 


This good Diſpoſition I owed to my 
Friend the Clergyman, who ſtill con- 


tinued to viſit me, and to whom I gave 
a handſome Preſent on finding my Bu- 
reau: But as my Miſeries had come. 


thick, ſo now Bleſſings crouded upon 
me. Before the Marriage-day was fixed, 


Mr. Baſnet, on his coming from the 


Temple to Supper, brought with him 


the General Evening Poſt, in which was 
an Advertiſement, inſerted by Mr. Lock- 
hart, the Brother of my Huſband, wha 
had reſided many Years in Jamaica, 
and now deſired to ſee his Brother, or 
any of his Family, The two Mr. Baſnets 
went next Morning to Zloyd's, agreeable 
to the Direction, and told Mr. Lock- 
bart that his Brother had been long 


dead, and had left me a Widow, with 


an only Child. My dear Huſband had 
acquainted him with our Marriage, and 

given me a Character, which was now 
advantageous to me. Mr. Lockhart came 
to dine at Mr. Baſnet's and behaved 
like an affectionate Brother to me, and 


CIO N. 

in a fatherly Manner to my Child; 
and when he found that her Virtues 
had gained the Eſteem of the old Gen- 
tleſolks, and the Love of the young 
Gentleman, he added to thoſe Virtues, 
Ten thouſand Pounds, ſaying, it would 
cement that Efteem and Love. Soon 
after he ſettled on me T'wo Hundred 
a Year, with the Reverſion to her and 
her Heirs: On the ſame Condition he 
gave Fifty Pounds to the good Cler- 
gyman, who had enabled his Brother to 
die in Peace, and me to live in Hopes 
of ſeeing his dying Words verified. This 
was a ſeaſonable Benefaction, as the good 
Man was growing old, and little able 
to perform the Duty required of him 
r 
Who fhun'd th Inclemency of Morning Air, 
And left to tatter'd Crape the Drudgery of 

oy... . 1 

He received it with Thankfulneſs, and 
acknowledged the Juſtice of Providence, 
which never fails to reward thoſe who 


perievere in their Duty. This good Man 
had met with many Temptations, and 


withſtood them all: He is at this Time - 


in my Daughter's Family, who has a- 
Son, 
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Son, which is a great Favourite of 


Mr. Lockhart. Mr. Baſnet and his Lady 


are happy in the Obedience of their 
Children, and I have the pleaſing Proſ- 
pect of ſpending the Remainder of my 
Life in Tranquility. 

Here the Lady ended her Narration, 
which gave great Satisfaction to the 
Company. Sir William ſwore it was as 
good as a Hiſtory, and ſaid he was heartily 
glad to hear it had ended ſo well; adding, 
he ſhould be glad to ſee the young People 
ar Perk-Forreft; and if the good Parſon 
would come and preach there, he would 
go to Church every Sunday. 

It is Time now to return to the young 
Ladies, who both advanced fait towards 
a Period of Life that often determines 
the good or ill of our future Days. 
Mrs. Lockhart leſt the Country, where 
ihe had been of infinite Service to Fanny, 


Who never forgot her good Inſtructions. 


Mr. Voi thy was a conſtant Viſitor at 


 Park-Forreft ; his Mother and Aunt ſaw 


that he was fond of the Place, and 
believed that Charlctte's growing Charms 
attracted him: She was as tall as Fanny, 
tnough a Year and a Half younger, 
and to them appeared ſuperior in every 
bing; for the great Encouragement | 


{he 
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ſhe met with, emboldened her to ſpeak 


and act with Aſſurance, while poor 
Fanny was ſnubbed and thwarted when- 
ever ſhe ſpoke; and the timorous Diffi- 
dence which they occaſioned was called 
Fooliſhneſs, and laughed at: Lady For- 
reſter would often ſay, Now like a Fool 
that Girl looks. Sir William too believed 
that ſhe was very weak; but he would 
ſometimes ſay to his Lady, Don't mortify 
the poor Girl ſo, ſne can't help it, and 
perhaps may have as good Fortune as 
if ſhe had more Senſe and Spirit. But 
this Partiality reached no farther than 
juſt to influence theſe three Perſons ; 
all others impartially diſcerned the 
Difference, and gave the Preference 
to Fanny. K 


CHAP. 


The AUCTION. 6g 


EAN. 


— nomnegnmmemmmmmnee ame 
Fantaſtic Tyrant of the amorous Heart, 
How hard thy Yoke ! how cruel is thy Dart ! 
Thoſe ſcape thy Anger who refuſe thy Sway; 
And thoſe are puniſb d, meſt who maſt obey. 


Y HILST Things were thus circum- 
ſtanced, a ſecret Paſſion began 
to work in the Breaſt of Mr. Worthy 
Fanny was the Load-Stone that drew 
him to Park-Forreſt ſo often; but he 
ſaw it neceſſary to diſſemble his Paſſion, 
and appear pleaſed with Charlotte's Pert- 
neſs, though in his Heart he deſpiſed 

her. $ 

Things continued in this State till 
Charlotte was entered into her Sixteenth 
Year, when the Ladies began to talk of 
celebrating the Marriage, and preparing 
Clothes for Charlotte ; they could not 
avoid letting Fanny have ſomething to 
appear in, as ſhe muſt be ſeen N _ | 
| E 1 
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Wedding; but ſhe was ſo neglected in 
general, that, except at Dinner, ſhe was 


ſeldom enquired after, and then little 


Notice taken of her by the Ladies: Sir 


William indeed often ſaid, What's the 
Matter with thee, Fanny? Be chearful, 


Child, like thy Siſter : But it was in 
vain that he defired it, nor would the 
kindeſt Uſage from Lady Forreſter have 
made her fo, while ſhe ſaw the Marriage 


of Mr. Worthy drawing neat, for ſhe had 


long nouriſhed a Paſſion in her Breaſt 
for that young Gentleman ; and he had 
contributed towards it himſelf by being 


particularly complaiſant to her when- 


ever he could do it, without being 
taken Notice of; and this he had fre- 
quent Opportunities to do, for as Fanny 
never went with Lady Forreſter to viſit 
the neighbouring Ladies, ſhe was often 
alone, which, when Mr. Worthy knew, 
he came, pretending Chance brought 
him, and after enquiring for his Aunt 


and Miſs Charlotte, would aſk if Miſs 


Forreſter was at home, generally ſaying, 
I muſt have a Diſh of Coffee: By this 


Means he got Opportunity of converſing 


with Fanny for whole Hours, and had 


the Pleaſure to diſcover an Underſtanding 
md charmed him, and a Sweetneſs of 


De- 
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Diſpoſition that ill Uſage had not the 
Power to render perverſe ; for there 


appeared no Uncaſineſs in her Mind, 
nor did ſhe drop the leaſt Word that 


intimated the Senſe of Hardſhips en- 


dured. | 
Thus Time paſſed away inſenſibly, 

and the unwelcome Ladies always re- 

turned before they were wiſhed for, when 


Mr. Worthy was forced to diſſemble a 


Chagrin he had not felt, and call that 


a Misfortune, which he had eagerly 


ſought for; at theſe Times, and, indeed 


at all others, he was very cautious how 


he behaved to Fanny, and ſeldom named 
her, nor did he ever drop a Word that 
ſhewed his Approbation of that young 
Lady. 

This prevented any Jealanliah from 
ariſing in the Family, and all was Har- 


mony at Park-Forreſt, at leaſt it was fo 


in Appearance ; for poor Fanny's Soul 


was racked with Sorrow, occaſioned by 


| hopeleſs Love: every Day increaſed her 


Paſſion ,and Deſpair. Mr. Worthy was 
far from being eaſy; it was Pain to him 
to feign a Paſſion where he felt none, 
and to conceal a real one. He was ab- 


ſolutely determined not to marry Char- 


lolte, and Wan as much as poſſible, 
| engaging 
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engaging her Affections; and had not 


Vanity and Self. love blinded her, ſhe 
would certainly have complained of the 


Coldneſs of her Lover, for he was only 
commonly civil to her when alone with 
her, and little more ſo when his Aunt 
or Mother were preſent: This the two 
' latter began to take Notice of, and to 

wonder at the Cauſe. Mrs. Worthy held 
his Fortune chiefly in her own Power, 


and reſolved to enforce Obedience; but 


ſhe could not much blame his Coldneſs 


towards his Couſin, as ſhe had never 


| heard that he was particular in his Beha- 

viour to any young Lady, nor that he 
ever praiſed one more than another. 
Fanny had the ſole Poſſeſſion of his 
Heart, and as her Praiſe alone could 
naturally flow from thence, and he was 
debarred the Pleaſure of that, he had 
no Temptation to expatiate on the Per- 
fections of any other Lady, when put in 
Competition with her. | 

Thus did theſe Lovers indulge a Paſ- 
ſion, which, in poor Fanny's Breaſt, cauſed 
Sorrow and Deſpair : For 


She never told her Love, 


But let Concealment, like a M. orm f the Bud, 


Feed on ber Damaſk Cheek. IP 
I | M r. 
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Mr. H/orthy felt the moſt cruel Agi- 
tation; he knew his Mother's Temper 
to be implacable, and that his Siſter _ 
was full as much in her Favour as he 
was; yet he reſolved to hazard all 
rather than marry Cparlcite, who every 


Day grew more hateful to him, as ſhe 


every Day grew more aſſured in her 
Behaviour, and was void of that en- 
gaging Modeſty which alone can pleaſe 
in a young Lady, and without which 
the Charms of Youth and Beauty are 
often rendered diſguſtful. 

The Marriage was the only Topic 


of Diſcourſe between the two Siſters, 


and Charlotte was carried to Mr. Wor- 
tby's Houſe one Day on purpole, to 


ch her Apartment, that it might be 


new furniſhed : This ſhe did with an 
Air of Aſſurance, unbecoming one fo 
very young; nay, and talked as fa- 
miliarly of what ſhe would do there, 
as if ſhe had already entered the Mar- 
riage State, Her Behaviour did not 
paſs unnoticed by Mr. Worthy, who 
eaſily imagined what Fanny's Behaviour 
would be in a ſimilar Caſe, and for- 
med an Idea in his Mind of the 
lovely Confuſion that would -appear in 
her Face: The Contraſt made Charlotte 
ſtill more diſagreeable. 

Vol. _ E 1 | The © 
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The Time was appointed for the 
Conſummation of this Marriage, and 
Mr. Worthy, fell at a Los "for an 
Evaſion; but ſomething 1ntervened in 
_ regard to Settlements that made 1t re- 
quiſite to wait till the next Term. In 
the mean Time Sir Hilliam wrote to 


invite his Siſter with Mr. Baſnet and 
his Lady to ſpend ſome Time at 


Park-Ferreſt; and acquainted them with 
his Daughter's approaching Nuptials, 
{aying, Their Company at that Time 
would add to the Happineſs of his 
Sol. Family. During theſe Prepara- 
tions Fanny was unhappy beyond Con- 
ception, deſpairing and di ſtrated, with- 
out a Friend to adviſe or comfort her ; 
no fond Parent to enquire into the 
Cauſe of her apparent Dejection ; only 
Mr. Worthy faw it, and fondly hoped 
it was upon his Account, and reſolved to 


repay every anxious Thought with 


Years of Joy, and was on the Brink 


of putting a Scheme into Execution, 


which he had formed, to break off his 
Wedding, when a haſty Reſolution that 
Faenny's Deſpair drove her to, blew up 


the Mine, and diſcovered his Intentions 


in a Manner that cauſed terrible Con- 
guſion at Park-Forreſt, 
Mr, 
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Mr. Worthy, conſcious of his hidden 


Love, and afraid of betraying it as his 
deſigned Nuptials drew near, was more 


cautious in his behaviour towards Fanny 


than he had been before, and ſeldom ſaw 
her when alone. This ſhe attributed to 
the ſmall Regard he had for her, and 
ſuffered the keeneſt Torture of Deipair 


unable to ſupport herſelf, and unfup- 
ported by any Mortal, ſhe took a Reſo- 
_ lution to fly from a Place where only. 
ſhe was miſerable. The Thought of 


ſeeing, and being obliged to partake | in 
the approaching Feſtivity, made her 
ſhudder, and threw her into Agonies 
that almoſt deſtroyed her Reaſon : She 


was apprehenſive of the worſt of Miſ- 
fortunes, and thought Diſtraction 


would be the Conſequence of ſtaying at 
Park-Forreſt. 

She had ſometimes been indulged fo 
far as to ſpend a few Days at a Gentle- 


man's Houſe on the Poſt Road to Lon- 


don. This Gentleman had a Daughter 
who was fond of Fanny, and had ſhew- 
ed that Fondneſs ſo much at PFark-Þ57- 


reſt, that ſhe was ſtruck off the Lib of + 


che invited Gueſts. Fanny begged Leave 


of Sir William to make a Week's Viſit 
to this young Lady, which he freely 


2 granted 
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granted, ſaying, Be ſure to be back 
before the Wedding, or you'll miſs all 
the Sport; for I deſign to keep open 
Houſe: This ſhocked her; but Sir 
 Wilkam was not a nice Obſerver of Coun- 
tenances, and left her, putting into her 
Hand five Guineas, and ſaying, God 
bleis thee, my Child, for thy Mother's 
fake, for thou art like her. 


She packed up her beſt Moveables of 


every Kind, and one Morning, when 


the knew Mrs. Worthy and her Son 


would be there to Dinner, ſhe left Park- 
Forreſt. She choſe the moſt ignorant of 
all the Servants to attend her, and 
gave him a heavy Cloak-bag to carry, 
loading herſelf with a double Quantity 
of Apparel. 

When they came to the Village de- 


75 ſigned to be the End of their Journey, 


ſhe ſtopped ſhort of the Gentleman's 
Houſe, and alighted at a Waggoner's 
Inn, and ſent the Servant and Horſes 
back to , her Father's; on parting 
with the Man, ſhe gave him a Crown, 
and ordered him to ſay that he left her 


at a Gentleman's Houle, if any Enquiry 


was made. 


To her Diſappointment, ſhe found 


the rr Waggon ſet out the Day 
before 
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before. She expreſſed her Chagrin to 
the Landlord, who told her that a 
Coach would ſet out the next Morning, 
from the neareſt Town, which was only 
ten Miles diſtant, and that he could 
ſupply her with a Man and Horſes: To 
this ſhe agreed, and without Loſs of 
time ſet out, and in the Coach reached 
London without any Accident. 

She knew that Mr. Baſzet lived in 


Li inucolu's-Iuu-Jields: She had not been 


acquainted with the Tavication that Sir 
William had ſent to that Family, and, 


pleaſed with her Eſcape from the Scene 


of Pleaſure, in full Hopes of being 
pardoned by her good Aunt, upon a 
Recital of her Diſtreſs, took a Coach, 


and drove thither, but was greatly diſ- 


appointed, when the Woman that 
opened the Door told her, that Mrs. 
Lockbart and her Maſter and Miſtreſs 
were gone into Yorkſhire to a Wedding, 
and would not return in leſs than a 
Month or ſix Weeks. 
Fanny told the Woman that ſhe 
was a Relation to them, and came 
out of Yorkſhire herſelf, on Purpoſe 
to pay them a Viſit, and deſired to 
be admitted into the Houſe to wait 
their Return; the Servant anſwered, 
E 3 that 
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that ſhe durſt not receive her, nor 
had ſhe ever heard of any Relations 
= had in Yer&fhire, except Sir Williain 
Ferreſter, to whole Houſe they were 
gone. 

Fanny was greatly diſtreſt and unwil- 
ling to diſcover herſelf ro the Wo- 
man, and therefore heſitated ſome Mo- 
ments, before ſhe ſaid, I am Sir Wil- 
liam Forreſter's Daughter, and quite a 
Stranger in Town; pray let me ſtay 
here or I ſhan't know what to do. 
Her' helitating and not at the firſt 
ſaying who ſhe was, convinced the 
Servant that ſhe was a Cheats and 
poor Fanny, as ſuch was treated by the 
Woman before ſhe ſhut the Door, 

Fanny then fell a crying; on which 
the Coachman aſked her where he 


--- ſhould drive to? She told the Man 
the Truth, which he doubted not, and 


offered to take her to a very honeſt 
Houſe, where ſhe might lodge till the 
Family came to Town. She thanked 
him, and deſired he would, ſaying, ſhe 
did not know a ſingle Perſon in all 
London. 
The coach ſtopped at a tolerable 
looking Houſe in an adjacent Street, 
and a very civil kind of Woman re- 
ceived 
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ceived Fanny into her Houſe, where by 


Agreement a Room was prepared, and 


Fanny as it were incorporated with the 
Family; ſhe paid the Coachman. more 


than he aſked, and here ſhe determined 
to lament alone the eternal Loſs of her 
deer Mr. Worthy, She contracted no 
Acquaintance with the People at the 
Houſe; but having found out Lincelrs- 
Inn Gardens, ſhe walked there alone 
whole Hours together, at the Times 


when ſhe had obſerved the leaſt Com- 
pany. It happened that one Day a 


middle aged Gentleman came and fat 


down by her, as ſhe ſeemed loſt in 


Thought: She ſtarted from her Reve- 


1 and offered to riſe, but he gently 


reſtrained her, and ſaid he was glad to 
meet with her. She looked ſurprized, 
but he went on, ſaying, I ſaw you at. 
Mr. Baſnet's Door, and afterwards 
aſked the Servant what you wanted, 
for I obſerved that ſhe had treated you 
freely: She repeated to me the Par- 
ticulars, on which I blaimed her, and 


haſtened after the Coach; but could 


not overtake it, and ſince that Time 
have called to enquire for you, but 
could get no other Anſwer, but that 


you certainly come with an evil Intent, 


E 4 or 
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or you would have wrote into the 
Country, and before this Time ſhe 
might have heard from her Maſter, 
and have had Orders to receive you. 


Mr. Baſnet is my particular friend, 
and as I am convinced you are related 


to his Lady, T'l aſſiſt you as far as is 


in my Power; I have no Family in 


Town, and my Houle is ſome Miles 


trom London, but if you don't like your 
Lodging, I'll provide you one with 
very gen reel honeſt People of my Ac- 


quaintance. Fanny liſtened, and be- 


lieved, but decliued accepting of the 


Lodging he offered her, ſaying, She 
was with quiet People, and ſpent molt 


: of her Time in Retirement, not wiſh- 
ing to make any Acquaintance till 
her Aunt Lockhart ſhould return, and 
approve of them. The Gentleman, 


whoſe Name was Hillary, ſaid he ad- 


"mired her Prudence, and ſhould re- 


port it to Mr. Baſnet's Family when 


they returned, and till then he would 
protect her, and if ſhe wanted Money 


he would ſupply her. Fanny was char- 


med with ſuch Kindneſs from a Stran- 


ger; ſhe thanked him with an honeſt 


zimplicity, that ſhewed the Goodneſs 
of her Heart, - He waited on her Home 


1 


E 
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and ſaid he would call on her the 
next day: Her unſuſpecting Innocence 
did not forbid him; ſhe knew no Guile, 
nor did ſhe fear any. The Woman of 
the Houſe ſaw him, ſhe knew him and 
his Character, and frowned on Fanny 
as ſhe entered the Door; but the young 


Lady was fo pleaſed with finding a 


Friend in a Stranger, that ſhe did not 
obſerve it. The Landlady, really an 
honeſt Woman, intended. to talk to her 
the next Day, but a fatal Accident, 
the Subject of the next Chapter, pre- 
vented, and cauſed Fanny to feel a 
new Sorrow, that ſhe had not any Ap- 
prehenſion of. | 
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CAP. X. 


Ne Libertines, 
Ze lawwleſs Rovers, who to ſate Deſire * 
Navage thro all Love's Province] Can ye 


Even in that vaſt Variety you prove, | find, 
A Charm like Virtue ©. 


N the Midſt of Darkneſs and deep 
A Sleep, the Family was alarmed with 
the Cry of Fire. Fanny, apogee. the 
Reſt ran down Stairs, half drefied, and 
was glad *to get out of the Houſe, 
which was all in Flames: She ſtood 
trembling in the Street till Mr. Hillary 
accoſted her, and taking her by the 
Arm led her out of; the gathering 
Croud, telling her, that he was at a 
neighbouring Tavern when he heard 
of the Fire, and underſtanding where 
it was, he came immediately to her 
Aſſiſtance, both upon her own Account 
and the good Family's, to whom he 
was related. She thanked him, and 
with trembling Limbs ſuffered herſelf 
2 tO 
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to be led like a Lamb to the Slaugh- 
ter, for ſhe was too much frightened 
to ask where the was going: He had 
Chambers in Gray's-Inn, to which he 
conveyed her, and ſent his Footman to 
call up his Laundreſs, who came, and 
appeared to be a good kind of mo- 
therly Woman. Fanny was capable 
now of Recollection, and found that 
ſhe was in a Gentleman's Chamber; 
this made her betray a manifeſt Un- 
eaſineſs: Mr. Hillary ſaw it, and aſſured 
her, that he was a man of Honour, 
and that the was in no Manner of 
Danger. The Woman too with great 


| Kindnefs comforted her, ſaying, ſhe was, 
fallen into good Hands; = "added; Ir 


is a Mercy, Miſs, that none of our 
young debauched Fellows met with 


you, for if they had, God help you. 


Theſe Words from hay, and reiterated 
Promiſes of Protection from Mr. Hil- 
lary, pacified Fanny in ſome Degree ; 
but the Loſs of her Clothes ſhe na- 
med with Concern, as ſhe had no Re- 
fource left to purchaſe new ones. This. 


her new Friend ſaw, and aſſiſted her 


to bear the Loſs, by aſſuring her thax. 
he would N for her all preſent; 
Neceſſe arics,, 
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Wecefaries, and truſt to Sir Willian 8 
Honour for. Re- payment. 


He had ordered the Woman to 
make the Footman's Bed for her, ex- 
preſſing his Concern that he had no 


other. Fanny acknowledged that his 
Goocneſs was boundleſs, and ſaid ſhe 


was aſhamed of being ſo troubleſome _ 
to a Gentleman, and would if he 


pleaſed go home with that good Wo- 
man, and he with her. Mr. Hillery 
anſwered, that it would be inconvenient, 
as the had a Huſband, and lived in 
one Room. The Laundreſs then ligh- 
ted her to the Bed, which was in a 
Cloſet; and ſhewed her that there was 
a Bolt on the Inſide of the Door, 
which ſhe might faſten if ſhe pleaſed. 
Fanny did not ſeem to regard her, be- 
cauſe ſhe would not appear ſuſpicious; 
but on being left alone, ſhe bolted 


the Door, and then laid down to ru- 
minate on her untortunate Condition, 


not with Refpect to Mr. Hillary, for 


ſhe returned Morey Thanks to Heaven 


for ſending a Deliverer; but to re- 


volve in her Mind the Happineſs that 
her Siſter enjoyed in the Arms of the 
truly valuable and charming Mr. Wor- 
thy (for ſhe concluded they were mar- 
ried 


——̃ 
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ried before that Time) while ſhe was 


in a Stranger's Power, deſtitute of 
every Neceſſary that Nature required, 
and had 3 by the precipirate 


Step ſhe had taken, diſobliged her Fa- 
ther paſt the Hopes of Reconciliation. 


This Thought almoſt diſtracted her, yet 


he could not repent, as inevitable 


Wretchedneſs, or perhaps Madneſs, 


muſt have been the Conſequence of 


ſtaying at Park -Forreſt: This let in a 
Beam of Satisfaction on her Mind, and 


the Wreck of all ſhe had, or might 
loſe, appeared as little Worth in Com- 


| petition with her Reaſon, which ſhe 


now called to her Aſſiſtance, and to- 
wards Morning was compoſed enough 
to recommend herſelf to her Maker, 
and fell into a ſound Sleep, where we 
will leave her, to give ſome Account 


Chamber Counſellor; about Fifty 
ears old; of a grave Aſpect, and 


J Mr. Hillary, who was what is called 


ſolemn Deportment, well ſuited to de- 


ceive, where he was a Stranger; but 
his Debauches had been ſo frequent 
and ſo long practiſed, that he was 


well known not only in the Neigh- 


bourhood of the Inn, but in all Parts 


. of the Town; for he had been inde- 


fatigable 
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fatigable in ruining Innocence, and ne- 
ver ſaw a pretty Girl, but he traced 
her to her Habitation, and too of- 
ten ſucceeded by his Devilſh Art, ru- 
ined her firſt, and then left her to 
Shame; and if ſhe had no Friends, to 
Want; for he always evaded making 
a Settlement, though he was liberal of 
his Promiſes before Poſſeſſion, but Sa- 
tiety ſoon inſued, and the poor Crea- 
ture was deſpiſed ; for no Man ever 
profeſſed a greater Love for Variety, 
nor no one ever gave a more unboun:- 
ded Scope to his vicious Inclinations. 
He had a good Eſtate, and a hand- 
ſome Houſe a few Miles diſtant, where 
he often had two ruined Creatures at 
2 Time, under the Care of two Du— 
enna's, or Hags of wretched Figure. 
To this Houſe he intended Fanny 
ſhould go, as ſoon as he had provided 
Clothes for her. The Laundreſs, whoſe 
Name was Ready, came as ſhe was 
ordered, early in the Morning, and re- 
ceived from her Maſter Ten Guineas 
to buy Fanny Neceſſaries; but ſhe ſtayed 
till the Breakfaſt was over, where Fan- 
zy's modeſt Behaviour charmed her 
Protector. His genteel Carriage pleaſed 


_ for he played the Hypocrite, 
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intending to conceal his Purpoſe till he 
got her into the Country, and\for that 
Reaſon would not give her the leaſt 
Cauſe to be alarmed. That ſhe ſhould 
have no Opportunity of hearing his 
Character, he prevented her going out, 
and ordered the Woman to defer buy- 
ing her a Hat, or any Covering for 
her Head, till the very Day that he 
intended to carry her away. 

The expence he was at gave Fanny 
great Uneaſineſs, for ſhe had every 
Day ſomething new brought home, 
without any previous Notice: She would 
have prevented it, if ſhe could, al- 
ledging as a Reaſon the Uncertainty 
of her Father's repaying him: But this 
he made light of. She had ſome 
Hopes that her good Aunt Lockhart 
would not let this kind Benefactor be 
ſo conſiderable a Loſer, for he was 
almoſt extravagant in the ornamental 
Part of her Dreſs, and beſtowed no 
little Pains in perſuading her, that 
what ſhe called ſuperfluous, was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for a young Lady of 
her Birth and Fortune. His Intent was 
to inſpire her with the Vanity too of- 
ten joined with Beauty, and the frequent 
cauſe of its fall; but her Modeſty 

5 0 awed 


F 
* 


FFF rr HI” 2 — an — 


Pp ðͤ d ²˙¹ m ̃ ͤꝗMMꝙ . ĩ²— 1ð¹2. N . ⅛ . 7 — pnorh nah ge); 
— 


the next Morning early a Coach was 
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awed him, and he found Eſteem taking ; 
Poſſeſſion of his Breaſt, in ſpight of 


the vicious Inclinations which harboured 
there. Once he thought, that it would 


be a glorious Conqueſt over his Incli- 


nations to return her pure as ſhe was 
into the Hands cf her Friends; but 
Fanny's Youth, Beauty and good Senſe, 
all contributed to prevent this: He 
could not conſent to part with ſo 
charming a Prize, which it was fo. 
much in his Power to poſſeſs, and 


therefore fixed the Time for carrying 


her away; and in the interval amuſed 
her with ſaying that he had wrote to 
Mr. Baſnet, to acquaint her Aunt with 


her Deſire of being admitted into his 


Houſe, and every Day expected an 
Anſwer. This Delay gave Fanny the 
moſt exquiſite Pain; ſhe often ſpoke of 
it to Mrs Revay, and wiſhed that Mr. 
Hillary would add one Kindneſs more- 


to he many he had already conferred 


on her, and put her into a Lodging; 
Mrs. Ready told him, what Fanny de- 


fired, and Ab took that Opportunity to 


propoſe carrying her to his Country 
Houſe, and leaving her with his Houſe- 
keeper. To this ſhe conſented, and 


at 


* 
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the Door, into which Mr. Hillary con- 
veyed the lovely Victim, with a Heart 
exulting with Joy, at the near Ap- 
proach of his Happineſs. 

Fanny was alarmed by the Way at 
ſome little Freedoms that he could not 
forbear taking. This raiſed the Reſent- 


ment, and brought à Colour into her 
Cheeks, (which were always a little 


roſy) notwithſtanding her inward Grief, 


that greatly added to her Charms, and 


quite enraptured the old Debauchee; 
but her modeſt Repulſes kept him in 
tolerable Order till they came to the 
Houſe, where they were received by 
an elderly Woman, who had nothing 
but her Age to recommend her, for 
Envy and III-will ſat brooding on a 
Viſage that Nature had denied her 


common Gifts to, 


Mr. Hillary was very earneſt in his 
Charge to her concerning Fanny, whom 
he declared to be a young Lady that 
he had a particular Regard for, and 
would have uſed with the utmoſt Ci- 
vility and Kindneſs; that he was obx- 
ged to return to Town that Day, 
upon ſome extraordinary Buſineſs z but 
would ſoon wait on Fanny, who was 


ſhewed 
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ſhewed a very handſome Apartment, 
and told that it was her own. 

Her Clothes were brought from with- 
in, and without the Coach, and put 
into the Hall, which ſurprized her, as 
ſhe only intended to bring a few 


Neceſſaries for preſent Uſe, and was 


ignorant of the Reſt, Mr. {[illary ſaid 
it was Mrs, Ready's Care, which in 
ſome Degree ſatisfied the young Lady. 


CHAP 
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Ze Bawds, 
Your own dark Sins dwell with you, and 
that Price 
You ſell the Chaſtity of modeſt. Wives at, 
Run to Diſeaſes with you ——T deſpiſe you, 
And all the Nets you have * to catch 
my Virtue, | 


Like *** Webs, I fweep away before me. 


Dre ter Dinner Mr. Hillary bad Adieu 

to Fanny, whom he 2 with her 
iIl- looking Guardian, whom ' Fanny was 
greatly prejudiced againſt, and the more 
to when ſhe found herſelf followed by 
her wherever ſhe went, 

Two Days paſſed before Fanny ſaw 
Mr. Hillary again; he was detained in 
London; but ſhe found Books of Wl 
Sorts to divert her with, but ſo many 
of them were filled with Obſcenity and 


lewd Stories, that her Opinion of 
Mr. 
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Hillary became dubious, and ſtill put 
her more upon her Guard. 
He found her Countenance greatly 
altered at his Return; ſhe had uſually 
appeared with Dejection in her Eyes, 
but now he ſaw a mixture of Anger 
and Fear. She aſked him without that 
obliging Air with which ſhe had ſpoke. 
to him, if Mr. Baſnet's Family were 
come to Londen; and upon his anſwer— 
ing in the Negative, ſhe deſired Ma- 
terials for writing, ſaying, ſhe would 
write to her Aunt Lockhart, for ſhe 
was aſhamed, and could no longer 
bear to be ſo troubleſome to him. 
He laughed at her, and ſaid, if that 
was all the Uſe ſhe would make of a 
Pen, he would prevent her ever having 
one. This ſhe ſeemed to reſent, but 
recollecting her Obligations, ſhe was 
ſilent; tho' no Art nor Civility that 
was in Mr. Hillary's Power to uſe 
could make her appear eaſy; a mani- 
feſt Chagrin ſat on her Countenance; 
her Gravity was converted into ſome- 
thing like Fury: He ſaw that ſhe ſuf- 
pected him, and was not diſpleaſed at 
it, as he would rather encounter An- 
ger than a Modeſty that continually 
checked him: This brought them to 
| an 
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an open Rupture z ſhe upbraided him 
with his Perfidy, in attempting to 
ſeduce the Relation of his Friend. He 
anſwered, that Mr. Baſuet was no 
Friend of his, nor had he any Ac- 
quaintance with him. This Anſwer 
ſhocked Fanny; ſhe loſt all Patience, 
and rifing Gaſtily, after uſing ſome 
opprobrious Words, ruſhed out of the 
Room, ran through the Hall and 
Court to the Gate, but there ſhe was 
ſtopped, and left to vent her Anger 
on the harmleſs Iron, which ſhe ſtrove, 
but in vain, to wrench open ; while 
the cruel Wretch and his infernal 
Emiſfary, ſtood at the Door laughing 
at her impotent Endeavours: When 
her Strength and Spirits were exhauſted, 
the ſunk on the Gravel, and refuſed 
to riſe, or anſwer them. Mr, Hillary 
affiſted to take her up, and though 
ſhe reſiſted all in her Power, yet was 
carried by them into her own Room, 
and there left to torment herſelf with 
a thouſand diſtracting Thoughts, which 
| Joined to tempt her to pur an End to 
a Life that had hitherto been miſerable, 
tho' innocent, and muſt now be pre- 
ſerved only to fall a Sacrifice to the 
libidinous Deſires of a | Wretch, out of 


whole 
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whoſe Power ſhe ſaw no Probability of 
ever eſcaping; her laſt Refuge was to 
rely on that Providence which had fo 
miraculouſly rewarded her Aunt Lock- 
hart's Sufferings : She prayed for pro- 
tection, but had no Faith; her Ruin 
ſeemed inevitable and immediate. yet 
ſhe prayed, but was not compoled. 
The whole Night ſhe lay in this 
Condition without undreſſing herſelf, 
and old Watcher, for that was the in- 
famous Woman's Name, found her in 
the Morning almoſt dead. She re- 
fuſed a Diſh of Chocolate that was 
offered her, and would anſwer no 
ueſtions. Watcher, after much In- 
treaty, left her, and Mr. Hillary came, 
and with gentle Words began to ſooth 
her; ſtill ſhe kept Silence, and looked 
with Diſdain on him; on which he 
plainly told her, that all he had done 
was with a View to get. her into his 
Power, and ſwore that all the Art of 
Man ſhould not get her out of his 
Hands: Fanny, ſays he, you may as 
well yield with a good Grace, or 1 
ſhall force you: He added a thouſand 
Proteſtations of Love, and urged the 
Violence of his Paſſion, as the Occa- 


| fon that forced him to this Extremity, 
ſwearing 
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ſwearing he could not live without her, 
and muſt and would poſſeſs her. She 
ſtill was ſilent, till he offered to ſeize 
her Hand, on which ſhe raiſed it, and 
ſtruck him, ſaying every Thing that 
Rage and Deſpair could infpire, and 
vowing ſolemnly that Death ſhould 
reſcue her, if he attempted Violence; 
he feared from the Manner of her 
threatening this, that ſhe was in Ear- 
neſt, and ſoftening his Voice, ſaid ſhe 
ſhould have ſome Time to conſider of 
it, and he would agree to any Pro- 
poſal ſhe could make; that her Life 
ſhould be a Scene of Pleaſure, with- 
out ever being obliged to cringe to 
her cruel Parents. Her Rage fill 
continued, on which he left her; and 
as ſhe would take nothing from 
Watcher, a younger Perſon was ſent to 
wait on her with Tea and Chocolate. 
Fanny hoped to gain this Woman; 
ſhe drank ſome Tea, but could eat 
nothing, and complained of being very 
faint: The Woman perſuaded her to 
go into Bed, when ſhe underſtood that 
ſhe had not ſlept. Fanny ſaid ſhe 
durſt not in that Houſe; but when 
ſhe was told that Mr. Hillary was 
gone to London, and would not return 
till 
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till the next Day, ſhe ſuffered the 
Woman to aſſiſt her, and got into 
Bed, where the Thoughts of Mrs Lock- 
Bart's Misfortunes occured to her 
Mind, and happily brought her to be 
a little more compolſed; ſhe remem- 
bered that Lady attributed her Conſo- 
lation to the religious Principles which 
the good Clergyman inſpired her with, 
and tho' poor Fanny had no Clergy- 
man, ſhe recommended herſelf earneſtly 
to the Care of Heaven, and fell a- 

ſleep, in Hopes of being delivered. 
After ſome Hours Reft ſhe was able 
to eat ſomething, but would not ſee 
Mr. Hillary when he came, nor bear 
Hatcher to come near her; ſhe deſired 
to walk in the Garden, but this was 
not allowed, except in Company with 
the old Hag, which ſhe would not 
agree to. She had a Proſpect of the 
Garden from her Apartment, and had 
a {mall Cloſet, the Window of which 
opened upon a large Field: This 
Proſpect was a melancholy one, and 
nothing interrupted her Thoughts ; there 
ſhe ſpent whole Hours, revolving the 
Miſery of her Situation, and lamenting 
her hopeleſs Love: ſhe endeavoured to 
forget Mr. Worthy, but found that 
1 2 nothing 
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nothing but a total Extinction of Thought 
could baniſh him from her Mind. | 

She was loſt in Sorrow at this Window 
one Day, when a young Woman, who 
had ſtood ſome Minutes in the Field 
before her Face unſeen, called to her; 
Fanny ſtarted out of her mournful Re- 
verie, ſaying, What is your Will? The 
young Woman replied, To prevent your 
Ruin, if it is not too late: The Wretch 
that confines you, ſeduced and drew me 
from the beſt of Parents, and now has 
turned me out, a Wretch forlorn and 
ſtarving. Oh! I could tell you a Story 
that would chill your Blood, and make 
you tremble at your Situation; but dare 
not ſtay, nor muſt you anſwer me, left 
that infernal Watcher ſhould hear you. 
There is a good Family, whole Gardens 
Join the Orchard Wall, who tried to 
have ſaved me; but alas! I had been 
ruined long before. You. may bribe 
ſome of the People that work in the 
Garden, who can convey you over the 
Wall, where you will find Protection. 
Fanny lifted up her Eyes and Hands in 
Token of imploring Blefling on her kind 
Adviſer, and wrapping a Guinea in 2 
Handkerchief, with Difficulty threw it- 
to her through the Iron Bars of the Win- 
Vor. I. F 1 
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dow. The young Woman thanked her, 
and went away. 
Now #amay's whole Thoughts were 
turned towards the Garden: She civilly 
aſked Watcher to take a Walk with her, 
and ſtrolled about till the old Woman 
lat down to reſt, being wearied with 
Fatigue. This ſhe put in practice the 
next Day, and ſeemingly aſſiſted a poor 
Labourer, who was tranſplanting Cab- 
bages, but, at the ſame Time, tempted 
him with the Offer of ſome Guineas, if 
he would aſſiſt her. That I will, from 
my Heart, {aid the Man, for I hate 
Mr. Hillary's Doings. This was all they 
could ſay at that Time; Fanny bid him 
contrive to meet her in the ſame Place 
the next Day, and by Way of Encou- 
ragement dropt for him a Guinea, and 
then joined the old Woman, to whom ſhe 
behaved with more Civility, and ſignified 
her Intentions of ſupping below Stairs, 
for hitherto ſhe had not obliged Mr. Hil- 
lary ſo as to ſit down at Table with him. 
He was charmed with her Condeſcenſion, 
and ordered an elegant Supper, to ſhew 
ax Reſpect, and behaved with great 
1 for he was deſirous, if poſſible, 
gain her Good-will, and very willing 
e it till ſhe could conquer that ſtub- 


.born 
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born Virtue of hers, as he always called 


it. She dined with him when he was 
at home, and ſupped every Night, for 
he was obliged to be in London almoſt 
every Day; nor would he at that Time 
have left his Chambers at Night but 
upon her Account; yet ſhe would no: 
ſuffer the leaſt Familiarity from him, 
but appeared more chearful than ſhe 
would have been at that Time, even 
if ſhe had been with her good Aunt 


Lockhart, for her Heart was oppreſſed 


with Anguiſh, and Mr. J/orthy was every 
Moment "preſent with her. Her Siſter's 
Happineſs with any other Man ſhe would 
have rejoiced to ſee, but Love cauled 
a little Envy to inhabit her gentle Breaſt, 
which knew no Vice till that Paſſion 
inſpired it. 


She was ſometimes ſo loſt in Thought, 


even when Mr. Hillary was preſent, that 


when he ſpoke ſhe would ſuddenly ſtart 


into Attention, ſaying, her Thoughts 
had wandered as far as her Father's 
Houſe. Mr. Hillary ſtrove to diſſipate 
| thoſe melancholy Reveries, by being 
extremely gay, and ſinging to her, for 
he had a fine Voice, and ſhe a good 


Ear. He was deceived by her Behaviour, 
concluding i in his own Mind, that ſhe was 


* 1 ſtrug- 
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ſtruggling with Nature and Virtue, and 


endeavouring to reſign herſelf up to him: 
He brought her the Daily Papers, and 
new Boos to divert her; but her Mind 
was too much agitated to be attentive to 
Trifles. 

Thus ſhe lived more than a Fortnight, 


during which Time ſhe ſeemed ſo fond 


of walking, that Watcher was tired of 
the Attendance, and frequently left her 
alone : Sometimes ſhe offered to read to 
Watcher, and frequently took a Book 
for a Pretence, and ſtayed whole Hours. 
Duriag this Opportunity ſhe fixed on a 
Plan for her Eſcape the next Day at 
Noon, the Night not being proper, as 
the Doors were then all locked up. She 
bad the Labourer, under ſome Pretence 
(or privately if he could) to convey a 
Ladder to that Part of the Garden, from 
whence ſhe intended to eſcape; and, at 
Dinner Time, to hide himſelf till the 
Men had left the Gardens. This he 
did, and Fanny, with trembling Knees, 
approached the deſtined Place: As ſoon 
as ſhe ſaw the Gardener lock the Door 
after the Labourers, the Ladder ſhe 
aſcended, after having given the Man 
every Shilling that ſhe was poſſeſſed of : 
The Height of the Wall frightened — 

ut 
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but ſhe thought to hazard the breaking of 
a Limb was a Trifle, when put in Com- 
petition with the Danger ſhe was flying 
from; and taking hold of the Ladder, 

let her Feet ſlide down. firſt, and then 

her whole Body, which done ſhe looſed 

her Hold, and down ſhe fell, without re- 
ceiving any other Hurt than the ſpraining 
her Ancle, which diſtreſſed her ſorely, 
as it diſabled her from walking, when 
ſhe had a conſiderable way to go before 
ſhe reached the Houſe: She ſat on the 
Ground in dreadful Apprehenſions, near 
Half an Hour, when finding herſelf a 
little recovered, ſhe crept to a Rake 
which lay at ſome Diſtance, and though: 
it was a little heavy, yet, by the Aſſiſtance 
of it, ſhe got to the End of a ſhaded 
Walk, and was approaching the wiſhed- 
for Houſe, . when ſhe heard the Voice 
of ſome Perſons in an adjacent Summer- 
houfe, on which in a Manner which 
her Diſtreſs dictated, ſhe directed her 
Tongue to aſk for Help, which it did 
not long do in vain, for from the Door 
{trait iſſued a Gentleman and two Ladies, 
who came to her Relief; but judge their 
Surprize to ſee a beautiful young Lady 
hardly able to crawl, but making all 
poſſible Attempts to meet them: The 
F 3 Gen- 
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Gentleman eagerly ran, and taking hold 
of her Arm ſupported her till they met 
the Ladies. The Fright had been great 
before, and the quick Tranſition to Joy 
made her incapable of anſwering their 
kind Enquiries; ſhe only ſaid, For Hea- 
ven's Sake, good Sir, direct me to any 
Place of Safety. One of the Ladies 
anſwered, Throw down the Pole, and 
we will ſupport you. The other called 
a Gardener, and bad him carry the 
young Lady into the Houle, which he 
eaſily performed, and ſhe was all trem- 
bling laid on a Couch, when one of the 
good Ladies kneeling down, took hold 


of her Hand, which was in a cold Sweat, 


and ſaid, Poor Creature, what has diſtreſſed 
you thus? A Servant came with a Cor- 
dial, which ſhe refuſed, and ſoon after 
burſt into this Acclamation ; Praiſed be 
my good God, and for ever bleſſed be 
this Family for my Deliverance ! They 
began to gueſs from whence ſhe had 
eſcaped, yet forbore to aſk any Queſtions, 
except about her Lameneſs, which they 
took ſome Pains to remove. Pain and 
Fear beginning to vaniſh from Fanny 
when ſhe tound herſelf among People 
of a humane Diſpoſition, much like 

her gaod Aunt Lockhart: This re- 
reg 
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aſſured her, and ſhe began to expreſs 
the grateful Senſe ſhe had of the Favours 
received, when the elderly Lady, who 
had Eneeled before her, Card, Poor Chiid, 
no Thanks are due to us; Diſtreſs 
like yours muſt awaken Humanity in 
the hardeſt Heart; be comforted, and 
fear nothing; under this friendly Roof 
Oppreſſion dare not ſhew her Face. The 
Gentleman and the other Lady joined 
and perſuaded her to forget all Anguiſh, 
and if ſhe could fit on a Chair accom- 
pany them to Dinner, to which they were 
ſummoned by the Bell. Fanny deſired 
to be excuſed, and- ſaid ſhe would com- 
poſe her Mind while they dined, that 
| the might be able to acquaint them with 

the cauſe of her late Diſtreſs. They 
left her, but quickly ſent ſome Refreſn- 


ment as might recal her Spirits. Soon 


after the flüctuating Agitations of her 
Heart ſubſided, and Chearfulneſs ſat on 
her Brow, when the Ladies returned, 
(for the Gentleman was detained by 
Company) on which ſhe told ther: how 
Mr. Hillary had trepanned and kept her; 
and upon deſcribing the young Woman 


that ſpoke to her out of the Field, the 


Ladies ſaid = had heard that ſhe had 


been ſtolen. from her Parents againſt her 
E 4, _ 
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Will, and for that Reaſon had offered her 
the Means of returning to them, but 
the had declined it; however, they were 
concerned to hear that ſhe was left to 
Indigence, and ſaid they would willingly 
do jomething for her, rather than ſuffer 
Poverty to precipitate her into further 
Guilt. | 

Zaum did not acquaint the Ladies with 
the former Part of her Life, nor with 
her Family; ſhe thought her Story too 
long to be told at that Time; nor was 
me urged to diſcover from whence ſhe 
came; her apparent Virtue was ſufficient 
to recommend her to the Protection of 
this Family, which conſiſted of the Gen- 
tleman and the young Lady, who was 
his Wife, and two Children; the elder 
Lady was only a Viſitor to her Daughter, 
and had a Houſe not far from Glou- 
ceſter. 

We will now return for a ſmall Time 
to Mr. Hillary's Family. The poor La- 
bourer when he had ſeen the laſt of 
Fanny, and ſaid, God bleſs the pretty 
Girl, for ſhe is very good, carried the 
Ladder to another Part of the Garden, 
and got over the Wall himſelf, and re- 
turned at the uſual Time unſuſpected: 
He Fr the whole Family in the Gar- 

den, 
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den, all ſearching and enquiring after 
Fanny; he aſſiſted them: Watcher was 
quite diſtracted, ſhe flew about the Gar- 
den like a mad Perſon, crying, Oh. 
my Maſter! what will he ſay when he 
knows this Misfortune! he will curſe 
Mme till his Breath fails. Help me all of 
you; I muſt find her, or procure ſome 
other pretty Girl; but I deſpair to find 
one he will ever be ſo fond of. On 
failing to find Fanny in the. Garden, ſhe 
ſent the Men to ſearch all over the 
Neighbourhood : Watcher, in the mean. 
time, left no Place in the Out-Building 
unſearched. She was thus employed 
when Mr. Hillary returned: He ſaw 
by her Countenance the Diſtraction of 
her Mind, and ſoon learned the Cauſe. 
His Rage was ſo great, that he could 
ſcarce forbear . making her Body feel. 
the Effects of his Diſappointment :.. He 
abuſed her by every opprobious Name he 
could invent, and inſiſted. that ſhe really 
had been privy to and aſſiſted Fanny 
in. her. Eſcape. Then he ran through. 
the Garden, and ſearched the very Trees 
to find her: No Place eſcaped his 
Notice: He curſed his own Credulity 
and Forbearance, in believing that ſhe 
F., "ome 
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was growing Kind, and that he had not 
by Force ſecured the Poſſeſſion of her 
Perfon. The Meſſengers all returned 
with the Complaint of having ſearched in 
vain, He had not Patience to ſtay the 
Night there, but after giving proper 
Orders for a farther Search, and offering 
the Men Rewards for producing her, he 
rode to Town, and, late as it was, he 
went to Mr. Bajzet's Houſe ; the Family 
were not returned, but the ſame Servant- 
that denied Fanny Admittance ſpoke to 
him, and informed him, that ſome great 
Misfortune had happened in the Family 
in Yorkſhire, which had occaſioned their 
Stay. This he imagined was no other 
than Fanny's Flight; and reſolving to 
augment, if poſſible, their Miſery, he told 
the Woman that the Girl who came in 
a Coach and pretended to be a Relation 
to Mrs. Baſuet, was a ngtorious Cheat, 
and had lived in a Gentleman's Chambers 
in a ſcandalous Manner ever fince; but 
that now, being tired with Conſinement, 
ſhe had that very Day eloped, and 
carried off with her ſeveral Things of 
Value. The Woman ſaid ſhe ſaw what 
ſhe was, and exulted in her Penetration ; 
adding, ſhe always knew thoſe Creatures 

| 3 at 
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at firſt Sight. Mr. Hillary applauded 
her Prudence, and gave her a Guinea, 
for being ſo truſty a Servant, engaging 
her at the ſame time to let Fanny in if 
ſhe came, and ſend immediately to a. 
Place which he gave her a Direction to; 
and moreover promiſed Ten Guineas 
Reward if ſhe could ſecure the Girl, and 
deliver her to the Gentleman whom 
ſhe had robbed. The Woman promiſed 
this, and heartily wiſhed it might be in 
her Power, not, ſays ſhe, for the Sake 
of the Money, but that ſhe may be made 
an Example of to all other ſuch bold Huſfies.- 
He left her, but. was at a Loſs where 
to go next, till he recollected that an 
Advertiſement from Bow-ſtreet: might 
cauſe her. to be ſeized, or at leaſt make 
her appear infamous wherever ſhe was: 
This: helliſh Thought he put in Exe- 
cution, adding a large Reward to the 
Thief-catcher; he deſcribed her Perſon: 
and Dreſs exactly; and as this was all. 
he could do that Night, he retired to his 
Chambers. 

The next Day he viſited his Countrys . 
houſe, but heard no pleaſing News: He 
came again to Town, where his Adver- 


tiſement proved ineffectual, and he was 
forced 
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forced to ſeek for Conſolation in a freſh: 
Purſuit of innocent and unwary Youth; 
in which we will leave him, as a Wretch 
not worth regarding, and return to Fanny, 
who every Hour gained an Increaſe of 
Good-will in the Family, where ſhe was 
ſo kindly entertained: They had aſked 
her Name, not ſo much out of Curioſity, 
as to know what to call her. She an- 
Iwered, by telling without Reſerve not 
only that, but her whole Family Con- 
nection; ſhe wiſned to have concealed 
her Paſſion for Mr. Worthy, but it was 
ſo interwoven with her Actions, and lo. 
immediately the Cauſe of her leaving 
Park-Forreſt, that without diſcovering 
it, her Conduct would appear incon- 
ſiſtent, nor indeed did ſhe wiſh to keep 
any of her Actions a Secret from a Fa- 
mily, where ſhe had been fo ſignally 
obliged. The Ladies, and in particular 
the old Lady, whoſe Name was Weldon, 
offered her an Afylum in her Houſe 
in Glouceſterſhire, till ſhe could with. 
Peace of Mind return to her Father's 
Houſe; ſhe readily accepted the Offer; 
for- this Lady ſo much reſembled her: 
good Aunt Lockhart, that Fanny loved. 
her with a filial Affection. TN 
EOF | 1 
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A few Days after the forlorn Wreteh 
who had adviſed Fanny's Eſcape, came 
and enquired for her, but the Servants,. 
according to- order, denied their Know- 
ledge of her the por Creature was. 
going away not ſatisfied $ 8 Anſwer, 
when chancing to look | - Fanny ſaw» 


her, and ſent a Servant to 01 her back, 
where, for a Moment, we will cloſe the. 
Scene. 
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This fatal Form, that drew on my Undoing, 
Faſting and Tears and Hardſhips ſhall deſtroy ; 
Nor Light, nor Food, nor Comfort will I: 
[ know, 

Ner aught that may continue bated Life. 


HILST the poor Deſtitute was 
returning, the Ladies had a full: 
View of her, and ſaw a Face both beau- 
tiful and. young, although. the Bloom 
was deſtroyed by Grief and Paleneſs that. 
took Place; her Eyes too were finely 
formed, but had loſt their Luſtre, for a 
ſettled Dejection rendered them heavy; 
her Gait was ſolemn, and her whole 
Deportment ſuited to the Uneaſineſs that 
agitated her Mind; Fanny met her, and 
in che Warmth of Affection embraced L 
her, calling her the Guide to Happineſs, . 
and the kind Aſſiſter of Diſtreſs, as this 
Family muſt. have been unknown to her 


had, not this poor Creature pointed out 
the. 
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the Way to find them: The Ladies too, 
to whom Fanny introduced her, received 
her kindly, ſaying, if her future Life 
agreed with her late Behaviour to Fanny, 
ſhe ſhould never want a Friend. The 
poor Girl fell on her Knees, and thanked. 
Heaven for this Bleſſing, ſaying, ſhe 
deſired no Kindneſs but what her In- 
tentions merited, for ſhe had already per- 
ſiſted in her virtuous Reſolutions till 
ſhe was ſtarving, having paid ſome Debts, 
and by Degrees conſumed the Remains 
of Fanny's Guinea; and that at this 
Time ſhe had neither Money, Friend, 
nor Home. The Ladies were moved, 
but Fanny was moſt affected, and gave 
Thanks to Heaven for its Protection, X 
which had enabled her to perſevere in 
acting right, amidſt Temptations. The 
Gil, whoſe Name was Brown, com- 
panes that ſhe was faint, and begged 
omething to eat: The Ladies could 


not ſee a young Creature with the Ap 


pearance of a Gentlewoman, in want 
of Bread and every Neceſſary, without 
feeling a poignant Sorrow: They ſtrove 
which could firſt remove her Wants, 
and added Comfort by their kind Pro- 
miſes. Fanny felt an Affection for her, 
and reſolved whenever it ſhould be in 
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her Power, to ſhew her Love and Gra- 
titude. Whilſt Betty Brown was appea- 


ſing Hunger, the Ladies expreſſed their 


Deſire to know who ſhe was ; but would 
not . her as yet with ſuch a Re- 
© quelt; they all agreed that her Education 
had been in no vulgar Way, for her 
Behaviour, tho' in Diſtreſs, was genteel, 
and Modeſty was apparent in her Coun- 
tenance. Fanny deſired that ſhe might 
be her Bedfellow, for ſhe was perfectly 
neat and clean: This was approved 
of, and before Morning ſhe propoſed, 
without any previous Intimation, to 
tell Fanny who ſhe was, and the Man- 
ner of her Education; but Fanny told 
her, that this Account was due to the 
Ladies, who had taken her into their. 
Protection, and fixed on the next Morn- 
ing as a proper Time for the Relation. 
Fanny told the Ladies, who went after. 
Breakfaſt into a Summer-houſe in the 
Garden, where ſhe thus begun; — (but 
not till ſhe had ſhed ſome Tears, and. 
ſuffered Agonies that ſhook her whole 
Frame.) 


- 
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The HISTORY of Miſs BROWN. 


Y Father was an Apothecary in 
Holborn, and in genteel Buſineſs. 
He had four Children, a Son older than 
myſelf, and two Girls younger. When 
I was fifteen, he died, to the inexpreſſible 
Grief of my Mother, and Loſs to his 
Family. I was immediately fetched 
from a Boarding-ſchool, where I had 
been three Years; my Brother was an 
Apprentice to my Father, and had ſerved 
about Half his Time, but was not ca- 
pable of carrying on the Buſineſs: My 
Mother therefore was obliged to take a 
Partner; ſhe was ſo happy as to meet 
with one properly qualified, and greatly 
approved of, and began to regain ſome 
Degree of Chearfulneſs, when unfor- 
tunately ſhe one Sunday Evening took 
me and my Siſters out to walk in Gray's 
Inn Gardens; we met the Wretch, my 
Undoer, in Warwick-court;, I ſaw him 
view me with Earneſtneſs, and by the 
Time we were got into the Gardens, I 
perceived him enter again, for he had 
but juſt left them; he walked near us, 


and. 
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and kept eying me; but this my Mo- 
ther did not obſerve: We ſat down on 
one of the Benches, on which he joined 
us, and began to talk of the Pleaſure the 
Gardens yielded 1n the delightful Month. 
of May: He admired. my youngeſt 
Siſter, who was not quite five Tears 
old: He talked to her, and played with: 
her. He ſaw that my Mother was a 
Widow, and ſaid, that it was a Pity 
that three ſuch beautiful Daughters had 
no Father to protect and guide them 
through the Dangers that Beauty mult 
ſub} ect them to. This touched my 
Mother too nearly, ſhe ſeemed affected, 
and he kindly enquired into her Situ- 
ation in Life; his Appearance and Age 
baniſhed all Caution, and ſhe told him. 
every Circumſtance. He ſaid he knew 
my Father, and had often been in Com- 
pany with him, and would be a Friend. 
to us. My Mother thanked him. He 
waited on us home, but would not. 
enter the Houle, though. often preſſed. 
to do it. 

My Mother bed a troubleſome Affair 
in hand, where Counſel was. neceſſary, 
ſhe reſolved to apply to him, and ſent 
my Brother to him the next Day: He 
would not. hear him ſpeak, but ſaid he 

| would 
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Vould wait on my Mother in the After- 
noon, and talk with her about it, and 
promiſed to befriend her all in his 
Power. She was well pleaſed that 
Chance had thrown in her Way a Man 

that had the Will and Power to ſerve 
her effectually. He came in the After- 

noon of the next Day, and heard my 
Mother's Caſe, and undertook it: He 
ſeemed extremely fond of my little Siſter, 
but took no Notice of me that could 
be remarked; yet I ſaw he ſtole every 
Opportunity of gazing on me: I was 
not ſo ſimple as to be ignorant of his 
Meaning; Vanity influenced my Con- 
duct; I was pleaſed with his: Regard, 
though I had no farther View, not 
at that Time expecting he would 
marry me, He came ſeveral Times, 
and proſecuted my Mother's Suit with 
ſuch Succeſs, that ſhe ſoon gained her 
Cauſe : He had, in the Courſe of this 
Affair, been by Chance left alone with 
me in the Parlour two or three Times; 
and then he ſaid all that an enamoured 
Heart could inſpire, and I believed him. 
This Caution continued, though T wiſhed 
that he would ſpeak to my Mother; 
I had never loved any Man, and though 
there was ſuch a Diſparity in our Ages, 

yet 
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yet he was agreeable to me, and I began 
to think a Marriage with him would 
bring Grandeur. I was one Day going 
to viſit a young Lady that had been my 
School-fellow, and now was at home, in 
Bloomſbury-ſquare, when by Chance he met 
me (at leaſt I thought it was by Chance) 
and inſiſted on my going into a Tavern, 
at the Door of which we ſtood; I ob- 
jected againſt it, as improper; but he 
urged me, ſaying, with a Smile, Why, 
Child, they'll only think I am your 
Father then taking hold of me, drew 
me in, I making but little Reſiſtance. 
I drank a Glaſs or two of Sack, for he 
knew that I loved ſweet Wine, and then 
roſe up tq go, but he caught me in his 
Arms, and ſwore he could nat part with 
me, and ſaid all that he had ſaid to an 
hundred poor Creatures before, who 
believed, and were like me ruined by 
him. I laughed at his Diſcourſe, and 
attempted to turn it into Jeſt, though 
my fooliſh Heart. gave too much Credit 
to all he repeated: He was very laviſh 
of Oaths and Proteſtations. I. told him 
I durſt not ſtay any longer, on which he 
| begged I would make my Viſit a ſhort 
one, and he would walk in the Square 


and wait for me. After much Intreaty, 
I pro- 
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I promiſed to oblige him, and he ſuffered 


me to go. 


The young Lady I found at home, 


but engaged to go on a Viſit with her 
Mamma. The Coach was at the Door: 
She complimented me with the Offer 
to ſtay at home, but I rather choſe to 


wait on her another Time, and ſo left 


her. I ſaw Mr. Hillary in the Square; 
he followed me, and, at the ſame Tavern 
Door, overtook me; but I obſtinately 
_ refuſed to enter, on which he called a 
Coach, and ſaid, that he would take me 
to a pretty Houſe at a little Diftance, 
where -we might drink Tea. The Man 
drove -us to a Houſe that ſtood alone, 
where we ſtayed near two Hours, and 
had Tea and Fruit. The whole Time 
was ſpent by him in Vows of Love and 
Conſtancy : I liſtened in Silence, only 
when urged to ſpeak, I ſeemed to doubt, 
which gave him an Opportunity of 
reiterating his Proteſtations; but J ob- 
| ſerved he did not name Marriage; this 


diſpleaſed me, and I reſolved no more 


to go into any Houſe with him. He 
carried me back to the Square, and 
there ſet me down. I went home, and 
was not diſcovered, which I then thought 
was very fortunate ; Alas! little did 1 
know 
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know what I was doing. After this I 
never ſtirred out, but I was ſure to meet 


him, for he owned to me, that he had 


bribed our Boy to acquaint him, when 
I was to go out alone, which I often 
did, for my Mother had declined viſiting 
ber Friends ſince my Father's Death, 
and my Siſters were at School: I never 
ſtayed long with him, nor did he deſire 
it; but with. Caution avoided our being 


ſeen together: This I took kindly, ſup- 


poſing it was done on my Account, but 


ound afterwards that he avoided being 
ſeen more for his own Sake than mine. 
His Behaviour was very amorous, but 
not immodeit: My only Wiſh was to 
marry him, but as he never named it, 
I was forced to ſay, when he ſolicited 
my Love ſo earneſtly, that if my Mo- 
= approved of it, I had no Objection 
to Marriage. I believe this Propoſal 
ſurprized him, as it came from a Girl 
whom he hoped to gain on eaſier Terms. 
He was at a Loſs what to anſwer, but 
as we were then juſt going to part, he 
deferred talking about it till we ſhould 


meet again, which I ſoon contrived an 


Opportunity to do; at which Time I 
reminded him of my Expectations ; but 
he > ll not fond of the Subject, 


ſaying, 
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ſaying, his Affairs were ſo circumſtanced 
at that Time, as to prevent his marrying, 
at leaſt publickly, for this Reaſon : I 
have a very rich old Uncle, ſaid he, 
whoſe Heir I am to be; his Avarice 
cannot permit him to conſent to any but 
a lucrative Match: I muſt not diſoblige 
him ; he cannot live long, as his Phy- 
h ſiclan aſſures me he is daily conſuming 
of an incurable Diſeaſe ; but I can re- 
medy this Misfortune by marrying you 
_ privately ; and as for aſking your Mo- 
ther's Conſent it is needleſs, as you know ö 
it will pleaſe her; for I intend to take | 
her and your Siſters home to me, and | 
provide for them, and aſſiſt your Brother | 
all that is in my Power when his Appren- 
ticeſhip 1s expired : Thus you ſee, my 
Charmer, what the Effect of your Beauty 
has wrought for you. This Speech flat- | 
tered me, an unexperienced and unde- | 
ſigning Girl; I believed him, and con- | 
ſented rather the ſooner, as the Boy who | 
had been our Agent was leaving his Place | 
that very Day. I appointed the next 
Morning for the Completion of my Hap- 
pineſs, and as I look*d upon this Marriage 
to be a Bleſſing poured down from Heaven 
upon our whole Family; I reſolved to ac- 
quaint my Mother as ſoon as it was done. 
ST] - With 
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With Eaſe I got Leave of her to ſpend 
the Day with my Acquaintance in Bloom/- 
bury-ſquare, as I had often done, for ſhe 
thought me honoured by the Society of 
that Lady, who was extremely fond of me, 

and a young Lady of great Fortune. 

I met Mr. Hillary with a fluttering 
Heart; ſome Agitation and Fear, which 
I could not prevent, ſeized me ; he put 
me into a Coach, and we were ſoon out 
of Town. I told him I did not expect 
to leave London; but he ſaid he had 
an Acquaintance who was a Clergyman, 
and would conceal it, and who belonged 
to the Pariſh where his own Houle ſtood, 
and that he would go directly to him. 
We came to a Village, where he left me 
in the Coach, but very ſoon,came back, 
ſaying, he was the moſt unlucky Man in 
the World, for.the Parſon was juſt gone to 
London, and his Licence was forthat Church 
only. I would have gone back to Town, 
and paid my Viſit to the young Lady, and 
in the Evening gone home, and waited 
for another Opportunity; but this he 
_ objected to, ſaying, I muſt ſee his Houſe, 


and then he would take me home: He 


was reſolute, for notwithſtanding all that I 
cquld ſay, the Coach drove on, and brought 
me to his infernal Manſion, from whence 

2 * rare 
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rare have been the Inſtances of Virgins 
returning; then began I to feel ſome Fear 
leſt my Mother ſhould find out at = 
Return that I had not ſpent the Day in 

the Square ; but this Fear ſoon gave Place 
to a greater; I ſaw the Night approach, 
and no Preparation for going to Town; 
I prefſed with Impatience, and inſiſted on 
going alone, on which he ufed all his 
Eloquence to calm and perſuade me to 
ſtay, aſſuring me, that he would write to 


my Mother, and acquaint her with the 


Diſappointmentwe had met. This ſatisfied 


me, for though I had reaſon to fear her 


Anger for kceping this rural Expedition 
from her Knowledge, I believed ſhe would 
forgive me when I was Mrs. Hillary. In 
this Confidence I deſired him to invite her 


and my Brother to come the next Day; 


this he did before my Face, and wrote à 
genteel Apology for our Behaviour, with 
the Invitation as I requeſted, though ſince 
taat Time I have had too much Reaſon 
to believe he never fent the Letter. This 
ended, we ſpent the Evening chearfully, 
and that old Wretch Walcher, lighted me 
to my Room, and ftayed till I was in Bed. 


Her whole Diſcourſe was in praiſe of Mr. 


Hillary, whoſe Honour and Generoſity the 
ſaid had no Bounds ; I thought ſo too, and 
Vor. * bw bpleſled 
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bleſſed the Chance that threw me in his 
Way: My Heart was at Eaſe, I ſlept in 


Peace, and waked with Joy; my only 


Regret was, that my Linen was a little 
foiled and tumbled, and not altogether 
fit for a Bride to appear in at Church; 


but as my Mother was a Woman very 


exact in every thing, and ſeldom omitted 


doing what was proper, I hoped to receive 
by her all Things neceſſary, and waited 


with Impatience for her coming: The 


Meſſenger was to ſtay and bring her in the 


Coach, that had conveyed us hither. Mr. 


Hillary was undoubtedly glad of an Excuſe 


to deter the Ceremony. The Time elapſed, 
it was Twelve o'Clock, and my Mother 


did not come; I blamed her greatly, 
imagining that her Reſentment kept her 
from me. I was ſorry to have miſſed 
that Morning, but reſolved to defer the 


Ceremony no longer than the next Day : 


All this Time Mr. Hillary s Behaviour 


was unexceptionable, and "tia Fondneſs 


almoſt beyond Imagination; I thought 


him an Angel, and really loved him. We 
ſat together till Two O Clock in the 
Morning; ; he urged me often to drink a 
Glaſs of Wine, but I refuſed it as much 


as poſſible, and only drank what ſufficed 
to make me chearful and gay. It grew 


late, 
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late, and we parted with ſome Reluctance, 
even on my Side. The old Woman again 
attended me to Bed, where Innocence and 

Peace of Mind invited Sleep: My Door 
was not locked, for I had no Appre- 
henſions, and was too late to fear, or uſe 
x any Caution, when I found myſelf in the 
\ Arms of Mr. Hillary; I ſcreamed with 
the Fright, but he ſoon ſilenced me, by 
| ſwearing that he had no bad Deſign; I 
trembled, and begged that he would leave 
me, which he ſwore he would never do, 
and began to perſuade me, that Inclination 
alone could unite the different Sexes, and 
that we were then as much Man and Wife 
as we ſhould be the next Night, though 
the Parſon would before that Time have 
joined our Hands: *Tis impoſſible for 
me to expreſs all the Arguments and Arts 
of Speech he made Uſe of to ſilence me. 
Half convinced, and half reluctant, I 
yielded, and was undone. 
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Thy truly, Le who has unmarried, went 


What others merry fer, will wed at Leiſure. 


NOW thought my ſelf the W fe of 

Mr. Hillary, for 4 had no Doubt of 
his performing this Ceremony the next 
Day; the Fears of the Sin committed 
he had baniſhed by his Arguments, yet 
ſure 1t was a Sin, or Thad never ſuffered 
ſo ſeverely as I have during theie three 
Years, for fo long I have dragged on 


Life in Miſery. 

The next Day I prepared to go to 
Church; my Dreſs now was diſregarded ; 
to be married was. allI wanted ; Mr. Hil. 

ary began a Diſcourſe that had more of 
Buſineſs than Love in it; immediately 
I ſolicited that the Prieſt might cloſe our 
Contract, and began to doubt whether 
he had not deceived me ; z my Innocence 
gone, I grew ſuſpicious, and then firſt 
thought it was poſſible he might be a 
Villain; I trembled at the Apprehenſion: 


* He 
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Ile ſaw my Uneaſineſs, and renewed his 
Vows of eternal Conſtancy, but ſaid not. 
a Word of marrying, and when I named 
it, he evaded the Diſcourſe and talked 
of Pleaſure, or the fine Clothes he in- 
tended to buy me; but young as J was, 
this would not allure me; I inſiſted on 
being married, and began to upbraid 
him. This, I believe, he wiſhed to 
be the -Caſe, for he few 1nto a violent 
Pailion, and ſwore, if I ſhewed the leaſt 
Doubt concerning his Honour, he would 
never more fee me; but it I -bchaved 
with my uſual Chearfulneſs, he would 
{till love me, and when it was convenient 
marry me. This was more than I could 
bear; I called him ſeducing Villain, 
and threatened to expoſe him, though 
it would ruin my own Reputation, and 
break my Mother's Heart. Rage fur- 
niſhed me with Words, ſuch as were 
unuſual for me to utter; I heaped upon 
him every opprobrious Name that my 
Reſentment dictated, and wiſhed Hea- 
ven's Vengeance might light upon his. 
Head, if he did not "then ſtrive to heal 
my injured Innocence. This he paid 
little Regard to, but with a ſcornful 
Smile, ſaid, You act it well, Child; who. 
taught you, thus to rant? And then 
RE 6 3 {wore: 
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ſwore horridly, that as he had ſeen this 


Violence in my Temper, he would never 
marry me. He called Yatcher to take 
me to my Room; ſhe came, and led 
me away: I threw myſelf on the Bed, 


and gave way to my Grief, till Tears 


would flow no longer. The old Wretch 
fat by me, and when ſhe faw 1 was 


ſilem, ſhe began to perſuade me to be 


eaſy, or at leaſt to appear fo, ſaying, her 
Maſter was one of the beſt Men living, 


only he was paſſionate, and I was to 


blame to provoke him: She adviſed me 
to behave civilly, ſaying, that would 
probably make him marry me. I con- 
ſidered that I was confined and in his 


Power, and that if I could procure Li- 


berty, I knew not what Uſe to make 


of it; I could not for Shame return to 


my Mother; no, I durſt not ſee her 


Face, my conſcious Guilt would betray 


me; T was ruined, and” therefore re- 
ſolved to try if by ſtaying where J was, 
and behaving with Submiſſion, I could 
retrieve the Love that I ſtill flattered 
myſelf Mr. Hillary had felt for me: 
With a View to pleaſe him, I rung the 
Bell; Watcher, who had left me, re- 
turned; I aſked if Dinner was ready, and 


whether Mr. Hillary was {till in the Houſe, 


for 


9 
N i 
Z 
7 


— — — 8 


The AUCTION. 127 
ſor he had talked of going to London; 
without anſwering ſhe went out; im 


mediately he came into the Room, and 
offered, that if J would riſe and come to 


Dinner, he would defer his Journey and 


forget all that J had ſaid. I thought it 
vias beſt to comply, and role, ſtriving 


to appear ealy, but I could not eat; 


and, notwithſtanding my Reſolution, 
Tears forced their Way; he kiſſed 
them off my Cheeks, but his Touch 
made me tremble, and the Man who 
twenty-four Hours before was dearer to 
me than any earthly Being, was by his 
Villainy become my Deteſtation, yet I 
cid not complain, but as much as poſſible 
ſtifled my Sighs. 

We paſted ſeveral Days together, but 


1 was the ſame, and never whilſt I lived 


with him knew an eaſy Moment, though 
he often promiſed to marry me. 1 durſt 
not enquire after my Mother, not even 
when he told me he had ſeen her, which 
however he ſeldom did, as he ſaw it 
aftected me greatly. It would be trou- 


bleſome to be particular in regard to 


our Manner of living; in leſs than three 
Years he grew tired of me, and then 
told me, that my Mother was dead. I 
will not- attempt to deſcribe my Sorrow,, 

G 4 when 
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when the Wretch added, that ſhe died 
of a broken Heart upon my Account ; 


] loſt my Senſes, and fainted quite away; 
he left me alone in that Condition, but 


ſoon fent a Servant to me; I was ſtupid 
with Grief, and ſaid I would go to Bed; 

the Woman helped me up Stairs, where 
{ refufed the Bed in which I uſually lay, 
but choſe an ordinary one, and defired 
to he unmoleſted; I had a httle Fever 
at firſt, occaſioned by Want of Ref, 
and when that left me, fell into a kind 
of Melancholy, and choſe to be alone, 
in which I was indulged, for Mr. Hillary 
never troubled me. In this Room I 


ſpent both Days and Nights, and oft 


without Food, which I thought was 
deſignedly omitted to be ſent, in "order to 
bring me down Stairs. For ſix Wonths 
1 dragged on Life in this Manner; after- 


wards Nature got the better of my Grief, 
and I went down Stairs, but never when | 


my cruel Deceiver was there; nor did 
he ſee me -for more than two Years, 


during which Time he had ſeveral young 


Creatures there, but I was a Stranger 
to their Proceedings. At the End of 
this Time he brought this Lady, and 
then told me that I muſt leave the Houſe; 
1 dad long deſired to do it, but had no. 

Friend, 


ö 
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Friend, nor did he ever give me any 
Money: He knew my diſtreſſed Con- 


dition, yet had the Barbarity to turn me 


dat with only two Guinzas to be my 


future Support, declaring, that my Per. ; 
verſeneſs had been my Ruin. 


I would not go to London, for there L 


dend meeting my with. old Friends: 
and Relations, but took a Lodging in a. 


neighbouring Village, where I heard that” 
the wicked Man had brought down a 


fine young Lady, but could not prevail 


with her to yield to his Deſires, I felt 


her Anguiſh, and reſolved to forewarn 


ner, ws prevent, if poſiible, the Miſery 
I had endured from falling to her Share : 
With that View 1 walked ſome Hours 
every Day in the Field, where at laſt I 
xed my Eyes on, and directed her to 


this hoſpitable Manſion, where Innocence 


I knew muſt find an Aſylum. My. O 


Guineas were waſted bens I ſaw Mits 


For reſter, and her generous Gift has ſup- 


ported me till this Time. My utmoſt 


Wiſh is to live and die in Obſcurity; I 
would condeſcend to act in the loweſt 
Employ, rather than bear the Upbraid'ngs- 
of 1 whom my Miſconduct has 
{ juſtly diſobliged. My Story, if made 
Poblic, Would be a Warning to the 

G 5 young. 
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young and unthinking Part of my Sex, 
and expoſe the artful Means uſed by 


Villains to entrap the Unguarded: for 


alas! this one Man may yet ruin more, 


as no Check of Conſcience will deter ſo 


hardened a Wretch. 

_ Here ſhe concluded with a Flood of 
Tears, and here I will cloſe this Chapter, 
which may be a Caution to the Young 
and oy. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


oro fierce a Fiend is Paſſion ! Mith what 


_ Wilaneſs,. 
Mbat Jyranny untam' d, it reigns in Woman 


Unhappy Sex, whoſe yielding eaſy Temper 
Gives Way to every Appetite : _ Alike 


Each G::ft of Inclination unccntreul'd, 


Sees thro? their Souls, and ſets rhem 2 


an Uproar. 


HE humane Ladies took into Con- 
ſideration what they had heard in 

the foregoing Chapter, and rather pitied 
than blamed Betty Brown, whom the old 
Lady offered to wo? into Glouceſterſhire, 
and employ about her Perſon: The 
Propoſal was accepted with grateful Ac- 


knowledgments, and. the Day was ap- 
pointed to begin the Journey; Mrs. 
Weldon would gladly firſt have wrote to 


Sir William Forreſter to aſk Pardon for. 


 Fannys undutiful Elopement, but Fanny. 
requeſted her Forbearance, as it would 


certainly 


| 


| 
| 
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certainly bring on a Correſpondence, 
and by that Means a Confirmation of a 
Marriage which ſhe dreaded to hear the 
Conſummation of; and add to that 
Grief, which hopeleſs Paſſion already 


cauſed her to feel. She aſſured the good 


Lady, that her Father was the only one, 


that would ſuffer the leaſt Regret upon 


her Account; and added, that his Grief 
ſhe believed would be very moderate; 
and indeed when Mrs. Weldon conſidered 
the little Notice that had been taken 


of her; ſhe had no Reaſon to fear that 


Sir William would feel ſuch Uneaſineſs 
on her Account. This Point ſettled, 
Mrs. Weldon renewed her Promiſes of 
Friendſhip and Protection, and they 


Journied with as much Satisfaction as 
their different Situations would allow 


of, into Glouceſterſhire : Mrs. Welden, tho 


old, was obliged to divert her young 


Companions ; her Life had been uni— 
formly virtuous and benevolent, nor had 


ſhe any preſent Care nor paſt Recol- 


lection to embitter her Days, which glided 
fmoothly on, with the Bleſſing of Health. 


Her Arrival was foon proclaimed, and 


ſhe was welcomed to her Habitation by 
her new Friends, as ſhe called them. 


Fanny ſhe placed in a 2 Apart- 


ment, 
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ment, and made her appear as her Birth 
deſerved; Betty Brown accepted with 
Pleaſure and Thankfulneſs the Place 
deſigned, for as her Afffictions gradually 
left her Breaſt, ſhe grew chearful and 
extremely agreeable ; but Fanny, whoſe. 
Cauſe of Sorrow ſtill had Being, could: 
not expel the Fears and Doubts which 
harboured in ner Mind ; ſhe was aſhamed 
to put good Mrs. Weldon upon the tedious 
Taſk of always comforting her, yet could. 
not hide her Anguiſh. In this Struggle 
we will leave her in the Hands of one 
of the moſt humane of Women, and 
return into Yorkſhire. 

Mr. Worthy and his Mother dined ' 
at Park-Fcrreſs the Day that Fanny 
left the Place; at Dinner Mrs. [/orthy 
enquired where Fanny was, when her 
Father anſwered, She is gone for a 
few Days to Mr. Whites, I gave her 
Leave. Lady Forreſter ſaid, I wonder,, 
Sir Wilkam, Moſs let Frances go any 
where without conſulting me; ſure 1 
am the fitteſt Perſon in this Houſe to 
know what is proper for young Ladies 
to do; and I have Reaſons for diſap- 
proving of her going there. Sir William 
anſwered, I don't know your Reaſons,. - 


but I ave none, for Mr. White is an 
LES | : honeſt 
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honeſt Gentleman, and Miſs White & 
pretty modeſt Girl, and is always glad 
to ſee Fanny. During this Diſcourſe: 
Mr. Worthy contracted a Gravity that 
laſted the whole Day; Park-Forreſt 
without Fanny was a Wilderneſs to 
him; the extreme Gaiety of Charlotte 
chagrined him, and he could ſcarcely 
behave wich Civility when left alone with: 
her, for the two Mothers contrived that 
the Lovers ſhould have Opportunities 
of being togerher without Interruption : 
Theſe Moments paſſed heavily in diſa— 
greeable Silence, Love not aſſiſting to. 
-ſweeten the Opportunity ſo oft wiſhed. 
for by young People. As Charlotte's 
Heart was free, ſhe ſaw no Attraction. 
in the grave young Gentleman, and it 
was a Reſtraint to her to keep within. 
the Bounds of Civility ; ſhe longed to. 
laugh at him, and reſolved that when. 
he was her Huſband ſhe would not ſpare 
him. Several Days were ſpent 1n pretty, 
much the ſame Manner, the Ladies pay- 
ing and receiving all Viſits. During this. 
Time Sir William and his Son's chief 
Employ were the Sports of the Field: 
The Boy grew by Degrees to be the 
very Thing his Father wiſhed, who. 
gloried in having overcome the Lad's 
I _Time- 
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Timerouſneſs, and often boaſted that his 
Son ſhould vie in Dexterity with any 
Boy in all Zorkſbire. Mrs. Lockhart with 
her Son and Daughter then arrived at. 
Park-Forreſt. Sir William gave them a. 
hearty Welcome, but his Lady excuſed, 
and made Apology for his Unpoliteneſs. 
Mrs. Lockhart enquired where Fanny 
was, as ſhe did not appear; and was 
told, that ſhe was expected home every 
Day. Whilſt they were thus engaged. 
in Diſcourſe, Mr. White entered the 
Houſe, and ſtepping freely into the 
Room, told Sir Willlam he was come 
to dine with him. With all my Heart,. 
ſays Sir ⸗WVilliam; but pray where is 
my Girl? To which, as Mr. White: 
made no Anſwer, My Fanny, I mean,. 
ſaid he; ſhe has been at your Houſe 
above a Week; I think it is Time for 
her to return. Mr. White declared they 
had not ſeen the young Lady for ſome 
Months; and that his Daughter had 
deſired him to bring her with him 
back. Sir Villiam laughed, and ſaid, 
IT believe you'll be forced to produce 
her firſt, for it is a Week ſince I ſent 


her to your Houſe. Mr. White looked 


ſerious, and ſaid, I hope, Sir Wilkam, 
you are in Jeſt; for upon my * 
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the young Lady has not been at my 


Houle; nor have we. ſeen or heard 


any Thing of her. Sir William ſtared 


in his Face, and ſwore to the Truth of 


what he faid ; and Lady Forrefter added, 
this is ſtrange indeed; where can ſhe be 
run tot Mrs. Lockbari was anxious in 


her Enquiry, and aſked who attended 


her Niece to Mr. i/hite's. The Servants 


were called, and the great ignorant 


Lad among the reſt, who affirmed, 
that he left her at the Gentleman's. 


Houle; but when he was examined 


cloſely, they found it was an Inn that 
he had mittaken for Mr. Hbile's Houle ; 
and Lady Forrefter immediately ſaid, 
There, Sir William, you ſce the Effect 
of your Indulgence; the Girl is run 


away and ruined; but indeed I don't 
wonder at it, for I ex pected no other 


End to follow ſuch a Behaviour. Mrs. 
Lockhart at theſe Words let drop ſome 


Tears; but would not interfere between 
them: But Sir William, whoſe Lady 
kept aggravating him, ſet no Bounds to- 
his Paſſion 3 he ſtamp'd and ſwore, and 


threatened and cried, and at laſt ſaid, 


the was a good Girl, and mult have mer 


with ſome hard Uſage to drive her to 


this. The Lady was enraged at thele \ 


Word 


ol 
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Words, and as ſhe could always conquer 
Sir WMilliam, ſhe exerted herſelf upon 
this Occaſion, till he recanted, and, 
in a fooliſh Accent, ſaid, He believed 
Janny was a naughty Girl, and he was 
ſorry for it. The Strangers were not 
ſurpriſed at the poor Girl's Elopement, 
when they ſaw what a furious and 1n- 
human Woman {ſhe had been ſubjected 
to obey. Mrs. Lockhart had never ſeen 
her Sitter in a Paſſion before; ſhe trem- 
bled with Surpriſe and Anger, but ſup- 
preſſed her Reſentment, and endeavoured 
to mitigate her Rage, but found the 
Words that ſhe thought tended to a 
Pacification only, when wreſted by the 
perverſe Woman, to contain ſomething 
that heightened her Anger; ſhe was 
therefore ſilent, and as nobody ſpoke, 
the Lady's Violence ſubſided for Want 
of Oppoſition, and ſhe aſked Pardon of 

Mr. Baſnet and his Lady for her Be- 
haviour; but added, that really a Saint 
in her Situation would be — to 
utter ſome raſh Words ſhe that had 
been fo circumſpect in her Behaviour to 
the Girls, that it could never be R 
by a Stranger which was her own. Sir. 
Milliam bit his Lips, and roſe up, ſaying, 
he would come. in when the Bell ſum- 
moned 
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moned him to Dinner; ; he went to viſit 
his Hounds and his Horſes; but, well 
as he loved them, he found Fanny was 
more dear to him; he recollected the 
pacific Temper of her Mother, and 
telt ſome Remorſe of Conſcience for 
his Uſage of that good Lady, he hoped 
that Fowy was not ruined by her Flight, 
and attributed it to the little Satisfaction 
ſhe enjoyed at Home. Dinner was no 
looner over than the Company ſeparated ; 
Sir Villiam and his Son mounted their 


Horſes, and rode with Mr. MWphitè to the 


Inn where Fanny was left by the Servant; 
but as the Landlord was not at home, 
they could get no Intelligence, except 
that her Stay at the Inn was very ſhort. 
Lady Forreſter excuſed herſelf to the 
Company, ſaying, ſhe was fo difcompoſed 
by this Accident, and Sir William's Cruelty 
in attributing it to her ill Uſage that ſhe 
was uniit to ſtay with them; ſo withdrew, 
leaving Charlotte, whole whole Diſcourſe 
was to vilify poor Fanny; but her Reaſons 
were ſo weak, and ſo manifeſtly malicious, 
that they rather ſerved to reproach herſelf 
than her Siſter : Park-Forreſt yielded no 
Proſpect of Joy to the Strangers; for 
Mrs. Lockhart loved Fanny, and had pre- 
Poſſeſſed her Son and Daughter fo much 

| 1 
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in her Favour, that they were fenſibly 
afflicted at the Thought of the Dangers 
ſhe might encounter; they heard ſhe was 
beautiful, and unknowing in the Practices 
of Men, ad dreaded her falling into the 
Hands of a Deſtroyer of Innocence. 

Sir William returned without the wiſhed- 
tor Tidings; Lady Forreſter joined them 
at Supper, but complained of the Head- 
ach, probably to avoid talking; CTarlotie 
and her Brother were the only Speakers; 
the Evening was apparently long, the 
whole Company inclining to ſeparate. 

Next Day Mr. Worthy came, and Sir 
William being from home, his Lady began 
without much Ceremony to tell him, 
that Fanny was run away, ſhe ſuppoſed 
with ſome beggarly Fellow or other, 
and had never "been at Mr. White's, 
ſhe run on with Invectives, which he 
could not bear, for as ſoon as Concern 
and Surprize would give him Leave, he 
vindicated. her Behavivur, and ſaid, he 
would be anſwerable for her Conduct; 
and added, with apparent Spite and 
Malice, that the Uſage ſhe had met with 
was too bad to be borne any longer; 


he accuſed his Aunt and Charlotte of 


Barbarity, and ſo far did his Anger and 


diſappointed Love carry him, that he 
_ 
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ſwore (though little ſubject to that Vice) 
that he would not marry the Daughter 
of ſuch a Viper, if the Refuſal reduced 
him to want Bread. Aſtoniſhment ſeized 
the Ladies; they could ſcarcely bell eve 


_ what they heard, till his reiterated Pro- 


teſtations convinced them that he was in 
earneit Charlotte's Reſentment appeared 


in her Countenance only; but Lady For- 
reſter called him perfidious Villain, and 


added, that ſhe. had long ſuſpected, and 
was now certain that there was a criminal 
Intrigue between the Run-away and him. 
This he could ill bear to hear, and broke 
out into Language very unbecoming to a 
Lady and an Aunt. In the Midſt of 
their Quarrel the Door was opened, and 
Sir William entered, and ſtood liſtening, 


gazing upon them without ſpeaking 3 


on finding that Fanny was the Subject 


of their Debate, he let them proceed 


without Interruption, perhaps not dif- 


pleaſed that Mr. Worthy revenged his 


Cauſe, for he had often ſat and heard 
the poor Girl traduced in a ſcandalous 
Manner, without ſaying a Word to vin- 
dicate her, becauſe he always was obliged 
to yield in every Diſpute to the Violence 
of his Lady's Temper, who now applied 
to him, her Paſſion almoſt — 

ol, 
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her; but he with great Eaſe and Indiffe- 
rence ſaid, I am a Stranger to the Cauſe 
of your Quarrel, and defire to continue 
ſo; and was turning back to go out of 
the Room, when a violent Scream alarmed 
him; Charlotte had ſtifled her Paſſion till 
it broke out in an Ryſteric Fit, ſhe fell 
diſtorted on the Gioond; and drew the 
Attention of all the Company; ; Mr. 
Worthy looked at her without Pity, nay 
even with Difdain, and left the Room; 
Mr. Baſſ et thought it was Women's Bu- 
ſineſs, and followed him. The young 
Gentleman's Heart was full of Love and 
Reſentment, but the Object of his Anger 
being left behind, Love wholly engroſſed 
his Soul; he leaned on Mr. Baſnet's Arm 
as they walked into the Garden, ſaying, 
Oh! Sir, had you known my Fanny, or 
did you know how much I love the 
charming Maid, you would not wonder 
at my Behaviour; but the poor diſtreſſed 
Creature never knew uit, ſhe had not the 
Conſolation to know he had a-Friend in 
the World: Why have I concealed it, till 
perhaps I ſhall never have an Opportunity 
of telling it? The Thought diſtracts me: 

Where can ſhe be fled to, or what may 
ſhe not ſuffer from the rude Behaviour of 
_ 10 _ Time ? 1 hey reached a Seat, 


whiths 


4% The AUCTION. 


they reſted, and the Youth ended his 
Lamentations in a Flood of Tears ; he 
wept for his Fanny with as feeling a 
Sorrow as ever ſhe had wept for him. 
Mr. Baſnet had been a Lover without a 


Probability of being eaſily made happy; 


he felt his Pangs, and out of Pity would 
have comforted him, but knew not the 


Means. To wait the Event of Time 


with Patience was all the Advice he could 
give him, for Fanny had left no Trace 

behind whereby to follow her ; his Friend- 
ſhip and Aſſiſtance he promiſed him when- 
ever either could be of Service to him. 
Mr. Worthy replied, And can you, good 
Sir, excuſe my Weakneſs, a Lover's 
Weakneſs in Deſpair! But you do not, 
cannot know how much I love her. He 
roſe at theſe Words, ſaying, I will no 
longer trouble you; Mr. Baſuet went with 
him to the Stable, where the unhappy 
Youth mounted his Horſe, and after 
thanking him for his Compaſſion and 
Patience, rode away. = 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XV. 


All bountecus Nature taught the fertile Field, 
For all our o ber Ilis a Balm to yield: 


But Love, the ſharpeſt Pang the Soul fu Mains. 
Sl1ul cruel! Love incurable remains. 


RS. Worthy was ſurprized to ſee 
him come Home ſo ſoon, but 
more ſo when ſhe ſaw his altered 
Countenance ; he was pale and dejected, 
and when ſhe enquired into the Cauſe, 
he only anſwered, I am not well: This 
brought on numberleſs Queſtions; to 
avoid which he went up into his own 
Room, where the Lady, after ſending 
to an adjacent Market-town for her 
Apothecary, followed him; this Con- 


cern of hers troubled him ; he deſired 
to be alone, but ſhe would not leave 


him. The Gentleman came, and at- 
_ tempted to examine his Pulſe, but 
was refuſed the Liberty by Mr. Worthy, 
who inſiſted it was in vain to pre- 
ſcribe Medicines, which he could not 


touch. This Obſtinacy grieved his 


Mother; ſhe aſked the Apothecary his 
9 
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Opinion, who very freely told her that 
his Mind was more affected than his 
Body. She returned to her Son's 
Room, and interrogated him; but it was 
to no Purpoſe, he made no Anſwer, 
but deſired to be left alone; ſhe was 
_ obliged to comply, but reſolved to 80 
the next Morning to Sir William's, in 
order to learn the Cauſe of this ap- 
parent Emotion; ſhe could not think 
that Love occaſioned it, as ſhe had 
never diſcovered any Violence in his 
Paſſion for Charlotte. 

Early the next Morning Mrs. Worthy 
ordered her Chariot, and drove to Sir 
William's, where ſhe found her Siſter 
quite in a Fever, Paſſion had heated 
her Blood, and ſhe was really very ill. 
Mrs. Worthy heard an account of what 
had paſſed from Charlotte, with great 
Aggravation on Mr. Horthy's Side, for 
the enraged young Lady, while Vanity 
was piqued, reſolved to revenge herſelf 
as much as poſſible; but here ſhe 
over-did it, and Mrs, Worthy reſented 
freely the Invectives that ſhe heard 
-againft her Son; angry as ſhe was at 
him, ſhe was more ſo at Charlotte, for 
calling him an Idiot, and perfidious 


Villain, and anſwered her in a Manner 
which 
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which not a little chagrined her, as ſhe 
expected to be joined, and not oppoſed 
by her Aunt. Sir William ſaid he was 
heartily ſorry for what had happened; 
but neither the L.ols of Lanny nor his 


Lady's Illneſs could keep him from 


the Pleaſures of the Field; he letr 


all his Cares at Home, and to the 


Hunt he went, attended by his Boy, 
whom he had trained up to an In- 
ſenſibility of every other Joy. Mrs. 
Iorthy's Viſit was ſhort; ſhe would 
not diſturb her Siſter, and returned 
Home full of Reſentment againſt Char- 
latte, who had by her Behaviour turned 
the Edge of the Lady's Anger from 
the young Gentleman to herſelf. Mr. 
Morthy was not acquainted with his 
Mother's Viſit to Park -Horreſt, nor did 
ihe at her Return name it to any 
Perſon, except the Apothecary, who 
aſſured her, that tho' Mr. Worthy was 
a little feveriſh through Want of Reſt, 
yet a gentle ſudorific "would bring him 
to a right Temperature in Body; but 
here they met with a freſh Oppoſition, 
for the young Gentleman would admit 
of no. Aſſiſtance, but perſevered in an 
obſtinate Silence, till the Anguiſh of 
his Mind had ſo affected his * 
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that he was in real Danger; a Phy- 
ſician was called in, who apprehended, 
or at leaſt ſo reported, that the young 
_ Gentleman's Life was much in Hazard. 

Mrs. Worthy was terribly frightened, 
and the more ſo as her Daughter was 
in a declining Condition; ſhe dreaded 
being left childleſs, and felt an Aﬀec- 
tion for her Son, which before ſhe 
was a Stranger to, not that ſhe had 
ever been an inhuman Mother, but ſhe 
had not been a tender one till thefe 
Apprehenſions awakened the Parent in 
her Heart; ſhe wiſhed that Fanny could 
be found, or any other Expedient to 
ſoften the Sorrow of her Son; and 
was at laſt reduced to the Neceſlity 
of telling him, that fhe knew the 
_ Cauſe of his Illneſs, and would acqui- 
eſce with his Defires, if he would 
comply with the Doctor's Preſcription : 

A manifeſt Joy appeared upon his 
hearing this, till he recollected that 
Fanny was loſt, and then he relapſed 
into Grief. She comforted him, by 
mentioning the Prudence of the young 
Lady, which even her Partiality had 
not prevented her taking Notice of. 
The Youth recovered by flow Degrees, 


but no Account could be got of Fanny. 
Lady 
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Lady Forreſter too had got the perfect 
Uſe of her Tongue, which had not 
Joſt its old Mont. Mrs. Lockhart, with 
her Son and Daughter, intended to 
ſhorten their Viſit, as neither a Wed- 
ding nor Peace appeared at Park- 
Forreſt. Fanny's Conduct was conti- 
nually arraigned, and Sir Milliam either 
thought her not worth his Regard, or 
appeared to think ſo out of Complai- 
ſance to his Lady and Charlotte; this 
vexed Mrs. Lockhart daily, and ſhe 
reſolved to leave a Place where ſhe 
could neither mend, nor bear to ſee 
the Behaviour of a Brother, for whom 
ſhe felt great Tenderneſs. In this Situ- 
ation they were preparing for their Re- 
turn to London, when an Accident 
happened that detained them at Park- 
Forreſt ſome Weeks longer. 

Sir William, as has been ſaid, had 
brought his Son to face the Dangers - 
of a "precipitate Chace without Terror, 
he gloried in it, and ſeemed to value 
the young Gentleman from that Quali- 
fication alone; and indeed he had paid 
little Regard to any other. Hitherto 
the young Sportſman . had met with no 
Misfortune ſufficient to deter him from 
nd — but the Day before 
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Mrs. Lockhart's intended Journey, a Ser- 
vant gallop'd by Park-Forreft, as it lay 
in his Way to the Surgeon's, and 
without checking his Horſe cried out, 
that he believed his young Maſter was 
killed, by leaping a five-barred Gate. 
Lady Forreſter, who had never before 
ſhewn much Regard for the Youth, 
now appeared almoſt diftracted ; per- 
haps Part of her Grief aroſe from her 
Knowledge that Fanny would inherit 
the whole Eſtate, which was not to 
be divided, if Sir Wilkam had no 
Male Heir. She ran into the Garden, 
and almoſt around it, agitated by the 
Violence of her Temper to ſuch a 
Degree, that when Mrs. Lockhart and 
Charlotte met her, her Cap and Hand- 
kerchief were tore off, and her Hair 
hanging on her Shoulders They led 
her Home, and confined her till Sir 
Wilkam came: The young Gentleman 
was brought on a Hand-barrow, which 
had been procured at a Farm-Houſe ; 

one of his Legs proved to be broke and 
he was otherwiſe bruiſed on his Right 
Ear. There was no detaining his Mo- 
ther; ſhe ran to meet him, and ſcream- 
ed aloud, but Sir Villiam was ſilent; 


Grief had ſtopped his Utterance; all 
concluded 
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concluded that the Youth was dying, 
and lamented him as loſt for ever; 


Mrs. Lodkhart wept for him, and for 
her Brother, whoſe miſtaken Kindneſs 


: had occaſioned this Malady. A Surgeon 


came, and. cn Examination declared 
the Wound was not mortal, though 
covered with the Blood, that iſſued 
from his Head; but he feared his Leg 
was in Danger, for the Bone had 
perforated the Skin. Another Surgeon 
was ſent for to afiſt; and after a Con- 
ſultation it was agreed that Amputation 
was abſolutely neceſſary to prevent a 
Mortification. This Declaration pierced 
Sir William's Soul; the Boy had already 
loft an Eye by his Means, and now 
to be reduced ro part with a Leg, or 
his Life, was more than he could 
bear; he groaned inwardly, and began 
then to feel a Remorle, that influence 
his whole Life; he bad the Gentlemen 
a Thouſand Guineas if they could ſave 
his Boy's Life and Limbs; but they 
declared it was impoſſible. Both Father 
and Mother then conſented to the 
Operation, on which the Lady was 
carried out of the Room, and Sir 
William ſuffered his weeping Siſter to 
lead him out. | Charlotte's Behaviour 
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ſhocked Mr. Baſnet and his Lady; ſhe 
ſhewed but little Concern, ſaying, ſhe 
always expected that her Brother would 
break his Neck ſometime. or other. 
Mrs. Noriby heard of the Misfortune, 
as it happen'd not a great Way from 
her Houle, and came directly to Park- 
Forreſt; ſhe had been abſent from the 
Time of her. Son's IIIneſs, having re- 
ſented Charlottes Abuſe; but this new 
Misfortune made the other give Place, 
and ingroſſed all her Attention. A Fe- 
ver ſeized the young Gentleman on 
the Loſs of his Leg: The unhappy 
Youth was a Spectacle truly pitiable, 
and in his Intervals of Reaſon ſhewed 
a Strength of Underftanding and Re- 
ſignation that ſurprized thoſe around 
him; he ſtrove to comfort his Father, 
and deſired him to forgive Fanny; ad- 
ding, I always loved her, but durſt not 
ſhew it, for fear of diſpleaſing my Mo- 
ther, whom J hope will make her 
Amends, and remember that a dying 


Son deſired it of her. Such Diſcourſe 


as this, with Advice to Charlotte, he 
continued to his laſt Moments, ſave 
when he was employed in the Care of 
his Salvation, for Mrs. Lockhart had be- 
gun the good Work on every Op- 


portunity, 
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portunity, ſince ſhe came to Parꝶ-Hor— 
reſt; ſhe obſerved the Boy to liſten 
with great Attention, and hoped as he 
grew up to bring him to a Senſe of 
Humanity, by writing to him fre- 
quently, which ſhe had- promiſed to 
do: Bur alas! all the Family's Hope, 
and the lait Male Heir were deltroyed 
by an Error in the Judgment of a 
Father, who had no predominant Vice 
in his Nature: The young Gentleman 
died under the Care of a good Clergy- 
man, who declared his Mind to be ca- 
pacious, and his. innate Diſpoſition hu- 
mane, and capable of great Improve- 
ment. Mrs. Lockhart then addreſſed 
the Parents in the friendly Office of 
Conſolation, allowing ſtill the Pangs 
of Nature to ſhare with Chriſtian Pa- 
tience. Sir William had all along ap- 
peared leſs affected than his Lady, but 
his Heart was deeply penetrated, where- 
as her Grief was ſuperficial, and oc- 
calioned more by the Loſs of an Heir 
than a Child, for Charlotte had. always 
been her Darling. A gloomy- Melan- 
choly ſeized Sir William; he ſold his 
Hunters, and gave away his Dogs, 
relolving never more to partake in a 
Sport that had deprived him of a Son, 

H 4 1 


me AUCTION. 
in whom his chief Delight was centered; 
he mourn'd his Fanny's Loſs, and 
Knowing her his Heir, conſulted with 
Mr. Baſuet the Means to find her; 
that Gentleman promiſed to endeavour 
it when he returned to London, if ſhe 
had bent her Courfe to that Metropolis. 
Sir Witham then recollected that he 
had not ſeen the Landlord of the Inn 
where the Servant left her, and pro- 
poſed taking a Ride with Mr. Baſnet, 
to the Village, who readily complied, 
and ſoon they found the Man, who 
convinced them that Fanny ſet out for 
London without any Company ; this was 
Jome Satisfaction, as they hoped ſhe 
was fled to her Aunt Lockhart; Mr. 
Bajnet immediately wrote to his Agent 
in Town to order if ſhe was there, 
that all poſſible Civility ſhould be 
ſhewed her, and that ſhe ſhould be 
made acquainted with "their Intentions 
of being very ſoon in London. | 
In their Way Home they turned 
alide to viſit Mr. Worthy, who had not 
been at Park-Forret ſince his Quarrel 
with his Aunt. Sir Villiam, when he 
ſaw the young Gentleman,” could not 
forbear dropping a Tear, and ſaying, 


Such a lovely Youth would my Boy | 
have 
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have been in a few Years, if I had 
not deſtroyed him. The Gentlemen 
were no Strangers to Mr. Worthy's 
Love of Tauny, and by Way of Com- 
fort told him, that ſhe was gone to 
London: This rouſed him from the 
deep Reverie in which they found 
him, and without Loſs of Lime he 
inſiſted on going to atk his Mother for 
Leave to go in queſt of her. Mr. 
Baſnet ſmiled, and ſaid, he was better 
qualified for that Office, having always 
lived in London, and would undertake 
it. In a ſhort Space of Time they 
came to Mrs. Worthy, who informed 
her Son that he mult aſk Sir Villiam's 
Permiſſion to addreſs the young Lady, 
for ſhe was now become a great 
Heireſs. Mr. Worthy laid, I heartily 

with her Happineſs with or without the 
Fortune; but preſume it will be a 
Plea in my Favour that my Love was 
known before this great Fortune came 
in Proſpect; and if *tis the Deſire of 

Sir William, J will ſuppreſs my: Paſſion. 
ſo far as never to diſcloſe it to her, 
but remain in ſilent Miſery, rather than 
endeavour to make the dear Lady a 
Partaker in my Unhappineſs; I know 
her tender Heart is ſuſceptible of Love, 
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but ſteady in Obedience to her Father; 
and a Struggle between Duty and Af- 


fection is too much for her to encounter; 
I have experienced it, and was ſcarce 
equal to the fevere Taſk. Thus far 
he proceeded before Sir William an- 
{wered, and Mr. Worthy trembled, in 
Expectation, as he feared this Silence 
portended no good; but in Reality it 
proceeded from no other Motive but 
an Exceſs of Affection and Admiration, 
which filled the Heart of the old 
Gentleman, who was utterly at a Loſs 
what to ſay; but riſing up, he embraced 


Mr. Worthy ſtrenouſly, and called him 


Son, ſaying, none but you deſerves my 
Fanny; find her, and take her; I can- 
not beſtow her better. As for Charlette, 


ſhe does not merit my Eſteem, nor 


your Love. Mr. Worthy's Joy was 
conſpicuous ; he paid due Acknowledg- 
ments to Sir William for his Conde- 
ſcenſion; and had not the Uncertainty 
of Fanny's Situation been. a Check to 
him, he would have known no Bounds 
4 his Happineſs. Mrs. Worthy too 
as pleaſed, for when ſhe ' impartially 

9 the Difference of Behaviour 
and Diſpoſition of the young Ladies, 
the could not help + ihe the 2 
0 


x 
5, 
** 
[7 
"Vi 
15 
pl 
5 
* 
% 
} 


The AUCTION. 155 


of Fanny's modeſt, mild and ſilent Pa- 
tience, . amidſt a thouſand Indignities 
that ſhe had ſeen offered her, when at 
the ſame Time both ſhe and her Siſ- 
ter could not avoid acknowledging to 
one another, that her Underſtanding was 
no Ways defective; and they had of- 
ten been ſurprized to ſee a Behaviour, 
which they knew themſelves incapable 
of in a ſimilar Condition. Though 
this Conduct gained the Admiration of 
Lady Forreſter, yet out of Envy ſhe 
had daily tortured poor Fanny, and 
made her feel the bY Effects of her 


Diſpleaſure. 

Mr. Worthy accompanied the Gentle- 
men to the Gate of Park-Forreſt, but 
deferred viſiting his Aunt or Charlotte 
till the next Day, when his Mother 
Propoſed to accompany him. Sir William 
did not acquaint his Lady with what 
had paſſed in Regard to Fanny, he had 
not Courage to do it; but Mrs Wor- 
thy, full of the pleaſing Thought of her 
Son's good Fortune, took the firſt Op- 
portunity of telling her Siſter all that 
had paſſed, imagining ſhe would be 
pleaſed with it. A contrary Effect 
followed, Lady Forreſter could not bear 


to * Famy preferred to her darling 
Daughter; 
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Daughter ; ſhe complained, and ſaid 


ſhe was uſed ill by them all. Mrs. 


Worthy ſoon cleared herſelf, and con- 
vinced her Siſter, that ſhe had been no 
Ways acceſſary to her 1 
for that from an Infant ſhe had pro 

poſed her Son as a Huſband for Cr 
lotte. Sir William then appeared = 
Aggreſſor, and on him his Lady r 


ſolved to revenge herſelf, and —.— 


by refuſing to dine with the Family. 
Mrs. Lockbart went to aſk the Reaſon, 
and received for Anſwer, that Sir Vil- 


Ham was unkind; but no more would 


ſhe ſay upon the Subject. Mrs. Lock- 
bart returned to the Company, and 


begged her Brother would attempt to 


erluade her to join the Company; 
with a viſible Reluctance he complied, 
expecting a Storm to fall upon him. 
As ſoon as he entered the Lady's 
Room, ſhe thus accoſted him; Very 


fine indeed it is, that I am to be in- 


julted by all the World; is it not 
enough that you have murdered my 
dear Son. Here her Rage broke out 
into Tears, which ſne hoped he would 
think were the Effect of Sorrow, and 
mdulged them ſome Minutes before 


ſhe "_ again, while the poor Huſ- 
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band ſtared at her, wondering what 


the heavy accuſation would be, till ſhe 


ſatisfied him by adding, Ah! my poor 
dear Child! but he is happier than 
his Siſter, who mult live to. ſee my 


ungrateful - Nephew and that run-away 


Creature (if ſhe is ever found) poſlets 
an Eſtate which they little deſerve, 
and which you, Sir Villiam, would ne- 


ver have conſented to, but to aggra- 
vate my Misfortunes, and: break my 


Heart. Sir William had found out 


her Grievance, and happily thought of 


a Way to pacify her; he declared, 
that he verily believed that the giv- 
ing Fanny to her Nephew now: the 


_ Girl was become his Heir, would have 


obliged her, and that was one Reaſon 
why he conſented without confulting 


her; beſides, the young Fellow was ſo 


1mportunate, and ſeemed fo miſerable, 
that his. Life might have been endan- 
gered by a Refuſal. If the firſt Part 
of this Speech pleaſed her, the latter 
did not; ſhe called Mr. Worthy an 
ungrateful and treacherous Man, and 
ſaid he had deceived her - Daughter, 


and ought never to be forgiven; and 
poſitively. refuſed to leave her Room 
_ he was in the Houſe. Sir Wil. 
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liam was forced to leave her, and at 


his Return looked a little filly before 
his own Relations, who found ſo little 


Harmony ſubſiſting in his Family, that 


they determined to begin their Journey 
the following day. Mr. Worthy would 
willingly have accompanied them, but 
could not get Permiſſion of his Mo- 
ther, who engaged Mr. Baſnet to uſe 
his utmoſt Efforts to diſcover Fanny; 
Sir Wilkam joined in the Petition, 
ſaying, his Life was miſerable, and he 
had no Proſpect of Comfort, but from 
that dear Girl. Lady Forreſter behaved 
as well as the Chagrin of her Mind 
would let her. Charlotte regarded not 


her Parents Trouble; ſhe had Sir Wil-. 


liam's Promiſe to ſpend the Winter in 
London, and ſeemed impatient till the 


Time came. 


Mr. Baſuet ſet out, and ſoon arrived 
at Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, and without Loſs 
of Time he advertiſed Fanny in a 
Manner that' muſt have brought her to 
his Houſe, if ſhe had read the Paper, 


tho' it was not to be underſtood by 


any one in London but herſelf; he did 
not, however, think of enquiring of 
his Servant, whether ſhe had been at 
his Houſe in their Abſence; * 
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Maid chanced to tell the Men Ser- 
vants how an impudent looking Crea- 


ture had endeavoured to. get into the 


Houſe, pretending that ſhe was Sir 


William Forrefter s Daughter, tho' ſhe 


knew by her Look that ſhe was = 
Woman of the Town; the Men were 
no Strangers to Fanny's Flight, and 


enquired what Sort of a Girl ſhe was; 


for they had often heard of the Charms. 
of Fanny. The Maid ſaid there was no 


knowing ' what ſhe was, for ſhe was 


painted both red and white, and looked 


too beautiful for Nature only to have 


made her ſo. They ran to: inform their 
Maſter without ſtaying to hear the 
Story out: . The Maid was ſent for 


that Moment; Mrs. Lockhart's Impa- 


tience would not let Mr. Baſnet ſpeak; 
ſhe impatiently bad the Woman to de- 
{ſcribe the young Lady, that came to 
enquire for her. The Servant then al- 
tered her Note, and ſaid ſhe was a 
very fine young Lady, in a pale blue 
Riding Dreſs; and ſhe believed not 
twenty Years old: ſhe gave ſome other 
Particulars, by which Mrs. Lockart was 


convinced it was Fanny. She enquired 
then if the Lady had never been there 


but once: The Maid anſwered in the 
| Negative; 
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Negative; but added what Mr. Hillary 


had told her, and ſaid, he ſeemed to 


be an elderly ſober Gentleman. Mrs. 
Lockhart burſt into Tears, crying, The 
poor. Creature is ruined! Oh Fanny! 
Fanny] how can my Brother and Siſ- 
ter anſwer for their Cruelty to the 
poor undone Child! O Son Baſnet, 
ſhe had the beſt diſpoſed Mind I ever 
met with, and the ſweeteſt Temper; 
ſhe was all Innocence, and had never 
heard the treacherous Arts made uſe 
of in this wicked Town to ſeduce the 
unguarded Virgin; yet let us find her 


if poſſible, and keep her from farther 


Shame; ſhe is my Brother's Heir, he 
can't diſinherit her. Mrs. Baſuet ſhed 
Tears for Fanny, tho* ſhe had never 


ſeen her, and Mr. Baſnet's humane 


Heart was moved; he thought of every 
probable Means, and could find none 
better than advertiſing again: _ did 


ſo, and, offered a Reward the. 


Coachman that brought her * Lin- 
coln'g-Inn-Fields, if he would come and 
tell where he ſet her down. This was 
done ſeveral Days, and at laſt had 
the deſired Effect; the Coachman came, 
and reported that he had taken ſuch 


a Lady from an Inn in the City, and 
brought 
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brought her to Mr. Baſnet's Houle, 
waere ſhe was much abuſed by the 
Maid ; that at the ſame Time he had 
recommended to her a Lodging, but 
that the Houſe had been burnt down 
5 loon after; but what became of the 
Inhabitants he could not tell, 
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CHAP, XVI. 


Foul Hypocriſy's ſo much the Mode, 


= their Houſe; that ſhe led a ſoli- 

ary Life, and ſeemed to avoid Com- 
any, and ſpent moſt of her Hours in 
pu own Room : She added, the Night 


| There is no-knowing Hearts from N. ords or 

| Looks : 

| Thieves, Bawds and Panders wear the Job 

1 Leer , 

| Eva Ruſſians cant, and undermining Knaves 

| | Diſplay a a mimick * of Soul. 

| R. Baſnet ſent into the Neigh- 

* bourhood to enquire for the Wo- 

| | man, but heard that ſhe was dead: 

| This did not ſatisfy him; he ſent 

| again, and found her Daughter, whom . 
[ he deſired to give him all poſſible In- | 
| formation reſpecting Fanny. The young | 
l Woman with ſome Concern ſaid, that 
Wl the young Lady was one of the beſt t 
| and moſt modeſt Perſons that ever en- | 
| before the Fire ſhe ſtayed longer in {| 
4 the Gardens than uſual, and was wai- j 
| ted | 
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ted on Home by a Gentleman, whe 
ſaid in my Mother's Hearing, that he 
would call on her the next Day : This 
Gentleman my Mother knew to be a 
Counſellor in the Inn, and a Man of 
a very bad Character, for he had ruined 
ſeveral Girls in the Neighbourhood : 
She had no Opportunity of ſpeaking 
to Miſs that Night, but intended doing 
it the next Morning, for ſhe was de- 
termined that he ſhould never enter our 
Houſe; but it pleaſed God that Night 
to ruin us by a Fire, which broke my 
poor Mother's Heart: Here the Re- 
membrance of this Misfortune for ſome 
Minutes interrupted her Narration, which 
the reſumed, and ſaid, The next Day, 
as ſoon as our Fright was a little a- 
| bated, we enquired of the Neighbours, 
if they had ſeen the young Lady, but 
could get no Information: We had no 
Doubt of her eſcaping the Flames, for 
we had ſeen her at the Street Door, 
but half naked, having loſt moſt of 
her Clothes. Our Concern for her 
gave Way to what we felt ourſelves ; 
we had before ſubſiſted by letting 
Ledgings, but our All was loſt, and 
my . poor Mother infirm before, then 
received ſo great a Shock, that ſhe. 
| could 
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could not recover herſelf, but died in 
a Month's Time, often lamenting the 
Loſs of the young Lady, whom juſt 
before her Departure ſhe heard was 
carried away on the Night the Fire 
happened, by a Gentleman who lived 
in Gray's-Inn. Alas! cried my Mo- 
| ther, = ſhe is ruined by that Villain 
| Mr. — Here her Speech ſtopped, thro' 
the Agitation of her Mind, and with 
a Groan ſhe ſunk on her Pillow, ne- 
ver more to riſe. | | 

Tho* my Concern for the Loſs of 5 
her engroſſed my Attention, yet I found 
| frequent Opportunities to enquire of 
. the Porters and Laundreſſes, but all in 
ti vain. Here the young Woman was 
| 9 filent. Mrs. Lockhart rewarded her 
| 


5 with a Guinea, and bad her to call again 
| in a few Days, 
Mrs. Lockhart was inconſolable on 
Fanny's Account, concluding that ſhe 
was ruined and undone, as ſhe never 
made a ſecond Attempt to be received 
| there. Mr. Baſnet enquired particularly 
4 whether there were in Gray's-1nn any of 
if ” thoſe Batchelors, who from a =_ 
Principle miſemployed their Youth 
robbing and ruining beyond — 2 
tion the moſt innocent and beautiful b 
| | | Mert 
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Part of the Creation. As Britons we 
enjoy large Degrees of Liberty, but 


this is Exceſs of Licentiouſneſs, which 
ought to be branded with the greateſt 


Infamy, and the Perpetrators of it be 


excluded from human Converſe, or 
lopped off, as a Peſt to Society, by a 
reproachtul Death, equal, if any ſuch 
can be found, to the Crimes committed. 
A highwayman, nay even the American 
Savage, who ruſhes on you with his 
Scalping Knife in Hand, is a worthy 
Character, when put in the Balance 


with a Seducer of Virgins, or, in other 


Words, a Maker of the Proſtitutes 
which fill our Streets. The Savage 


acts according to his Profeſſion, he kills 
his Antagonult. The other takes not 
away Life, *twould be humane to do it, 
rather than leave the Mind ſtung with 
_ woful Reflections, which laſt for Life, 
and the Body oft deprived of a good 
Name, and pointed at by the whole 
Sex, who ſhun her, as the Herd of 
Deer do one whom the Park-Keeper 
has hit with a Bullet, and n 
marked for Slaughter. 


The Debauchee puts to vile Purpoſe 


the Uſe of Words, and, under the 
Sanction of * with a ſerpentine 
Es | Craft 
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Craft perſuades the Innocent and un- 
ſuſpecting Maid to truſt to him a 
Treaſure, which too late ſhe learns 
the Value of, and he oft without Re- 
morſe proceeds to ruin by the ſame 
Wiles the next young Creature that 
falls in his Way; nor does he forget 
to betray to Brother Rakes the Weak- 
neſs of the one lately ſeduced, and 
boaſts of Actions he ought to bluſh 
at. 1 
Little do theſe Voluptuaries conſider 
this Rule of Life, Do as vou wouLD 
BE DONE UN ro, or they would not at- 
tempt to do delude, corrupt and rob 
a lovely Maid of that greateſt Orna- 
ment of her Sex, Modeſty, when by 
the Practice of Retaliation, their own 
Siſters are liable to be ſtripped of Ho- 
nour by their own Neighbours. 

I could wiſh theſe public Grievances 
were removed by our PATRIOT Law- 
MAKERS, and that independent Batche- 
lors were compelled to fight, or bear 
the Expence of the preſent War. But 
to quit this Digreſſion, and return to 
Mr. Baſnet, who had found out by 
repeated Information, that Mr. Hillary 
was a Man who ſpent his Days and 
Nights in the baſe practice of ſeducing 
"7% unwary 


The AUCTION. 167 


unwary Girls; and now determined to 


employ a Man to watch the Houſe of 
Mr. Hillary, and trace him thro' all 
his ſecret Haunts. This was done for 
Ten Days, but not with the expected 
Succeſs; fruitleſs was all Enquiry. 
Mr. Worthy came to Town impatient 
and diſtracted ; he could not believe that 
Fanny was guilty, yet feared ſhe was 
unfortunately betrayed, and forced to 
conceal herſelf or divulge her Shame : 
He was indefatigable in Search of her, 
and to promote Succeſs, he took Cham- 
bers in Gray's-1un, oppoſite to Mr. Hil- 


| lary's, and likewiſe took a Lodging 


contiguous to his Houſe, where Fanny 
had been confined, and followed that 
Gentleman's Steps continually from his 
Chambers to his Houſe, and back a- 
gain; but all to little Purpoſe, till upon 


| ſome Diſguſt Mr. Hillary turned a Man 
Servant away at. a Minute's Warning; 


Mr. Worthy heard of it, and got the 
Man into his Chambers to examine 
him; but he was a new Servant to 
Mr. Hillary, had never ſeen his Miſtreſs, 
only he had heard that ſhe was 
exceedingly beautiful and very young, 


but quite a Stranger to Londen. Mr. 
H#orthy concluded, that this muſt 


his 


be 
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his Fanny; the Thought of her being 
in that Situation, and undoubtedly 
forced into it, enraged him to a De- 
gree of Madneſs. The good Mrs. 
Locthart and Mr. Baſnet could ſcarce 
reſtrain his Violence, or keep him from 
aſſaulting Mr. Hillary in his own Houle, 
hoping that he would there find Fanmj: 
This Mr. Baſnet oppoled, rather chu— 
ſing to get Sight of and reſcue her 
by ſome Stratagem, which indeed did 
not prove eaſy, as Mr. Hillary always 
| kept his Ladies concealed from the 
World, and vainly imagined that his 
ſcandalous Amours were unknown. Mr, 
Worthy had a Servant, a dexterous 
Fellow, who had long lived in London, 
and was acquainted with the Nature 
of Intrigue; to him he told the Rea- 
ſon he had to believe that Fanny was 
concealed at Mr. Hfillary's Country- 
Houſe. The Man, whoſe Name was 
Edward, ſaid he had ſome little Ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Hillary's Servant, 
and could eaſily improve it, if any 
Advantage could be reaped from it. 
His Mafter anſwered, much may be 
done by it, but the Means I leave to 
you, and will not grudge any Expence 
in procuring her Inlargement; for in 
whatever 
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whatever Stare ſhe was, he ſtill believed 
her Mind was the ſeat of Virtue. Ned 


undertook the Taſk, and began with 


ſeeking all Opportunities to meet with 
Mr. Hillary's Man Jacob, who had long 


been his Servant, and a Veteran in the 
Art of Panderiſm; he could ſeldom 


induce him to talk of his Maſter's 
Affairs; but one Day as they paſſed 
the Houſe that had been burned down, 
where his Maſter ſeized Fanny, he ſaid, 
This Fire was a lucky Hit for my 
Maſter: Ned caught the Word, and 


wanted an Explanation, but he could 


not prevail on his Companion to gra- 
tify him; however this confirmed Mr, 


Wi rthy in his Opinion concerning Fanny. 


Ned made ſeveral Attempts to accom- 
pany his new Friend to his Maſter's 
Country-Houſe, but his Deſires were 


evaded, tho* not peremptorily denied - 
but this tedious Waiting did not ſuit + 


Mr. ITorthy's Impetuoſity ; his Pangs 
were like thoſe of Jealouſy; he was 
eager to have this Myſtery cleared up, 
though he believed a full Diſcovery 
would make him for ever miſerable. 
Mr. Hillary. was ſubject to the Gout, 
and at this Time ſeized in his Cham. 
bers with a fit of it ſo ſuddenly, that 

Vol. I. I gr he 
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he could not get into the Country. 
Ned was ſharp enough to attempt an 
Advantage from every Incident; he 
Had before bought ſome Livery Clothes 
of Mr. Hillary's Servant, with an In- 
tent to ſend them into Yorkſhire: He 
dreſſed one of Mr. Baſuef's Men in 
theſe Clothes, and ſent him to the Li- 
very Stable where Mr. Hillary's Chaiſe 
and Pair of Horſes ſtood; the Man 
ordered the Horſes to be put to im- 
mediately. Mr. Worthy, was acquainted 
with the Scheme, and rode out of Lon- 
don to wait for the Chaiſe, at a Place 
appointed. The Landlord of the Inn 
enquired after Mr. Hillarys Health, 
ſaying, I ſuppoſe he is going into the | 
Country. The Man antwered that he 9 
was; and added, I am come from F 
thence to drive him down. T here was E 
no Scruple made about delivering the 
Chaiſe; the Man mounted, and drove 
away; he met Mr. Worthy and Ned, 
who gave him a Note to the young 
Lady, imitating the Scroll of an old 
Gentleman; it was ſhort, and only de- 
ſired her to come to Town in the 
Chaiſe immediately. Mr. Worthy and 
Ned followed the Man at ſome Diſ- 
tance, and waited the Event at ſome 
Diſtance from the-Houle. 
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CHAP. xvii 


Mho can deſcribe 
Harlot“ Hypocrifies! Their fubtle Wiles, 
Betraying Smiles, feign'd J ears, Inconflancies! 
Their painted Out/ides and corrupted Minds! 
The Sum of all their Follies, and their 
Talſboods ! ws 


HE Letter which the Servant 
carried was not directed, but in- 


_ cloſed in one to Mrs. Watcher, which 


ordered her to aſliſt and haſten the 


Lady in the ſetting out. This Lady 


was not unlike Fanny in Height, but 
greatly differing in Diſpoſition ; ſhe was 
not fo cloſely confined, yet fo narrowly 


watched, that ſhe coyld not eſcape 


with any Thing more than the Clothes 
ſhe had on, or ſhe would have been 
in London before that Time; ſhe as 
glad of this Opportunity, and packed 
up all that belonged to her, and ſome- 
thing more, Mrs. Watcher not ſuſpecting 
ler Deſign. Mr. Worthy was impatient; 
he feared ſome Interruption had hap- 
pened, and rode till he came within 

1 2 Sight 
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Sight of the Houſe; he ſaw the Chaiſe 
loaded with Boxes, and trembled when 
he ſaw Fanny, as he believed her to 
be, come out of the Houſe, and get 

into the Chaiſe, Watcher aſſiſting, and 
curtſying to her. The Man drove af- 
ter Mr. Worthy as he had been or- 
dered, to a Houſe about Half a Mile 


out of the Road, the Lady often ſay- 
08, Sure Friend, you have loſt your 


He ſtopped, and jumped down, 
45 chen deſired the Lady to let him 
aſſiſt her in alighting, but ſhe abſo- 
lutely refuſed her Hand, till he laughed, 


and {wore ſhe would be pleaſed when 


ſhe got into the Houſe, for his Maſter 
was there. She could not comprehend 
his Meaning, but had the Courage to 


go boldly in. Mr. Worthy was in a 


Room alone; he had ordered Ned to 
keep out of the Way, and the other 
Man to put Fanny into; the Room, and 
immediately to ſhut the Door: He took 
this Method of ſeeing her, to conceal 
his Weakneſs, for his Heart throbbed 
with Agitation. The Man conducted 
her to the Door, opened it, and thruſt- 


ing her in, went to acquaint Ned with 


his Reception at the Houſe. 
Mr. 
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Mr. Worthy ſtood with his Back to 
the Door, looking out of a Window, 
till he heard the Lady in the Room, 
when turning towards her, he ſaw not 
his beloved 7 anny, but a Lady equally 
beautiful; he was fixed with Aſtoniſh- 
ment, and gazed upon her, till the 
burſt into a loud Laugh, crying, 
What, Sir, can a Gentleman like you 
be irightened at a Lady! Have cou- 
rage, Tu not hurt you. This ſpeech, 
made him recollect; he was confoun- 
ded, and looked aſhamed, but was ſtill 
at a Loſs what to ſay, while ſhe ral- 
lied him; but he ſoon gave her his 
Reaſons for Surprize; the Lady, who 
liked him much better than Mr. Hil- 
li, comforted him under his Diſap- 
pointment, ſaying, ber Predeceſſor at 

Mr. Hillary's was not worth his Re- 
gard, for, under the Appearance of an 
innocent Country Girl, ſhe concealed 
the artful Jilt, and was turned out of 
the Houſe for being caught in an odd 
Place with the Gardener. This was 
far from pleaſing Mr. Voriby, yet he 
was. aſham'd to ſhew all his Conti > 
he- aſked the Lady's Pardon for what 
he had done, ſaying, he would make 
her all: the Reparation in his Power, 
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and deſired to know where ſhe pleaſed 
to be carried to; at the ſame time 
telling her, that Mr. Hillary was a 
Stranger to what was done. She an- 
iwered briſkly, that ſhe was glad of 
that, and would never return to him 
again, for ſhe hated the old Huncks. 
Mr. Worthy expreſſed his Concern about 
the Chaiſe, but ſhe interrupted him, 
ſaying, Let the Man drive it to the 
Livery Stable, and bring us a Coach, 
for as you have taken me into your 
Cuſtody, I muſt be content to go 
where you pleaſe to carry me. The 
poor Gentleman was aſhamed of her 
Behaviour, and did all he could to 
hide his Concern. The Lady aſked 
how long he had been in London, and 
if he had a Houſe, a Lodging, or 
Parents there. He was not in a Hu- 
mour to ſatisfy her; he rung the Bell, 
and ordered Ned to come in. Ned, 
who ſtill believed the Lady to be 
Fanny, ſhewed as much ſurprize as his 
Maſter at firſt, but he ſoon recovered, 
hearing Mr. Worthy aſk the Lady 
where ſhe would be drove to. She an- 
ſwered, as before, that ſhe would go 
to Town in a Coach with him, and 
never get into old Hillarys Machine 
| again. 


2 — —— — r 2 — . + r * , * * — - 1 5 « — —ä—P— Ä——2— Cd edt — — 
PO To] es — "4 r [4 26S 5 : . e —— 18- — 7.2 tp —— ” —— 
— 2 e = ONO gt. r <A 4 
>> Ps Y w L Cd ew As, . Js — 


LD 
| 
4 
| 
| 


y—_—__— — — — 


ere 


rr 


TY r 
* — 2 K — 


* 


The AUCT AO 
again. This diſconcerted him; but 
Ned, who thought ſuch a Lady would 
be a proper Companion for his Maſter 
at that Time, and help to diſſipate his 
melancholy Thoughts, came into her 
Scheme, and took upon himſelf the 
Manner of executing it; he ſent the 
Man back with the Chaiſe, and or- 
dered a Bottle of Wine to be carried 
in to the Lady, for Mr. Worthy had 
forgot that he was in a Pablic-Houle. 
Wine and Kitty's Gaiety revived the 
young Gentleman, who began to think 
her a charming Creature, and capable 
of baniſhing the undeſerving Fanny 
from his Mind. A Dinner was or- 
dered, Ned waited, and joined with 
Kitty in diverting his Maſter: The 

ſucceeded ſo well, that when the Coach 

came, they. were all equally chearful; 
Night came on, when they arrived at 
_ Chambers, to which ſhe went with 
Reluctance, as Mr. Hillary's Habitation 
was ſo nigh. Mr. Worthy promiſed her 
a Lodging the next Day, ſaying, he 
would quit his Chambers, and live with 
her. This was what ſhe wanted, for 
the found him a Country Youth, and 
had ſome Hopes of drawing him in 
to marry her; to. this End ſhe pre- 
- WW 4 tended 


” 3 
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tended great Fondneſs for him, curſing. 
old Hillary for ſeducing her, lamenting 
her Lots of Innocence. 

The next Day Mr. Worthy ſpent 
with her, Ned making the third Com- 
panion: All was Gaiety and Mirth, 
except at Intervals, when Fanny's Im- 
age preſented itſelf to the Imagination 
of Mr. Wortiy, who on the Approach 


of Evening left the Chambers, de- 


© Nt oy 
claring that he was going to the Cof- 


fee-Houſe; but in muſing deeply, he 
walked on till he came to Lincoln's- 
fin-Fields, where calling a Porter, he 
bad him inform Mr. Baſuet, that a 
Gentleman waited to ſpeak with him. 
That valuable Friend ſoon appeared, 
and was not a little ſurprized to hear 
of the Slip the young Gentleman had 
made; but encouraged him, that ſoon. 
he would invent ſome. Means to de- 
liver him from the Company he was 
fallen into; he expreſſed ſome Sur- 
prize that he had not ſeen him before, 
but truſted that all was well, as Ned 
was of the Party, and knew the Ways 
of the World. Thus they parted, 
Mr. Vortiy going back again to the 
Chambers, but with a Gloom on his 
Countenance, which alarmed KHitiy, and 

required 
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required her utmoſt Skill to diſſipate; 


ſhe knew the Power of Love and Wine, 


and plied. him with both, careſſing him 
with Fondnelſs, and even ſhed Tears 


Net he was unkind. The Youth, 


aſhamed to appear thoughtful before- 
her, rouſed himſelf from his Lethargy, 
and appeared chearful and gay; but 
Kitty could not bring him to the Pitch 
of Happinels, which ſhe deſired ; he 
had ſtill his Hours of Thought, and: 
never went to Mr. Baſnet's but he re- 


turned in the ſame grave Humour: 


She conſulted with Ned how to prevent 
his going there; but Ned was too 
much his Maſter's Friend to join with: 
her in any Scheme to that End, and 
began to fear a too cloſe Attachment 
to her might prove his Ruin; yet he 
was willing and deſirous that ſhe might 
to. far ingratiate herſelf into his Af- 
ſections, as to drive Fanny from his 
Heart, as he firmly believed that ſhe 
was. abandoned to Wickedneſs and: 
Ruin. Mr. Moriby had, as he pro- 
miſed, given up his Chambers, fo: 
that Ned feldom ſaw: his Acquaintance: 
Mr. Harry's Man Facob; but hap- 
pening to meet him one Day, he en- 


quired if Mr, Hillary Was recovered: 
I 5 2 


divert him with a hundred pretty Sto- 
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The Fellow ſaid, Yes, by my Troth, 


but we have had the Devil-to- -pay at 


our Houſe, and my Fellow-Servant 


Mrs. Watcher will have it that the 


Devil himſelf has been there; then he 
told the Particulars of Kitty's Eſcape, 


and that ſhe had opened a Bureau, 
and taken ſome Bank Bills with her, 
beſides what Plate was about the 


Houſe, pretending that the latter was 


for Mr. Hillary and her Uſe at his 
Chambers; that his Maſter had em- 
ployed the Thiet-Takers, and ſwore 
he would raiſe Hell but he would 


catch her. Of this Affair Ned refolved 


to acquaint his Maſter, as he began to 
fear her Influence was too great over 
the unguarded Youth, for Mr. Worthy 
often amuſed himſelf with her, and 
ſtrove to banith the Cares which had 
before filled his Breaſt; he ſeldom 


went to Mr. Baſnet's; moſt of his 


Time was ſpent with K:#ty, with whom 


he oft made Excurſions into the Coun- 
try. Ned uſually accompanied them, 
but he began to be an uſeleſs Perſon, 
they could be chearful without him: 


Kitty had Youth, Beauty, and a fine 


e great Vivacity and ready Wit; 


beſides, ſhe knew the Town, and could 


Tes 


Y 
| 
: 
| 
1 


The AU CTT ON 

ries, where ſhe herſelf had oft been a 
rincipal Actor: She formed a plau- 
lible Tale how ſhe had been drawn a- 
way from her Mother when very 
young, by a Gentleman that had be- 
trayed her into the Hands of Mr. Hil- 
lary; and how miſerable ſhe had been. 
till ſhe ſaw him; and how wretched 
ſhe ſhould be again if he torſcok her: 
She knew how to feign Love ſo well, 
that Mr. Worthy was deceived, and. 
really believed that ſhe was. ſincere. 
He began to be reconciled to the Lofs. 
of Fanny, and eaſy, in his. preſent Situ- 
ation; Ned ſaw it, and was vexed; ha- 
ving no. Qpportunity of diſcovering his. 
Thoughts at Home, he followed his. 
Maſter as he was going to the Gar- 
dens, and there diſcloſed the Account. 
he had heard from Jacob. Mr. Worthy. 
ſaid, he ſhould give no Credit to what 
came from that Man; that Kitty de- 
ſerved Pity, and was more unfortunate 
than faulty. This was enough to ſa- 
tisfy Ned that his Maſter was in bad 
Hands, and from that Moment he 
formed a. Deſign to free him from his. 
Bondage; and began to ſhew an extra- 
ordinary Regard for Kitty; he hinted. 
to her, that ſhe might eaſily draw his 
Maſter in to marry her; this was What 
ſhe: 


. EaTCTION: 

ſhe wanted, and Ned was a neceſſary 
Perſon to aſſiſt; ſne had before been 

a little afraid of him, but now freely 
communicated her Deſign. He promiſed 
to be her Friend, bur, tho* an honeft 
Fellow, he intended for once to act = 
treacherous Part. 

Mr. Worthy had got a new Ac- 
quaintance, a young Gentleman, that 
often called, inviting him out to walk; 
but after theſe even ſhort Abſences, he 
returned more fond of Kitty, and was 
by her received with Rapture. Ned 
ſaw this, and improved his Maſter's | 
Abſence; he did not queſtion the De- 7 
pravity of Kitty's Mind, and thought f 
that to a Woman of her Stamp the 0 
Man was as good as the Maſter; he i 
began to praiſe her Wit and Beauty, 1 
and by Degrees to talk more freely. | 

This ſhe laughed at, which encou- || 
raged him to take greater Freedoms, 
which he by Degrees enlarged, till no- 
thing was left for him to aſk, or ſhe 
to grant. The Ice broke, Reſerve was 
thrown aſide, except when Mr. Worthy 
was preſent; at other Times ſhe ſhewed 
more Fondneſs for Ned, as being a | 
bold Follow, and beſt ſuited to her | 
low Taſte. Ned ſaw the Progreſs ſhe 


made in his Maſter's Affections, and 
reſolved 
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reſolved to be ſpeedy in his Reſcue: 
To this End he began to be very free 
with her before him. Mr. Worthy re- 
ſented it, and ſpoke to Ned, who rea- 
dily anſwered, I believe Sir, Mits K:zty 
is not very nice about theſe Matters, 
and I love to play with a pretty Girl. 
His Maſter anſwered, But not with my 
Girl, pray Sir; beſides, you are miſ- 
taken if you imagine Kitty approves of 
your Freedom; ſhe fees what Footing 
you are upon with me, and 1s civil 
to you only on my Account. Ned 
ſhook his Head, and with a ſignificant 
Smile, ſaid, O Sir, I ſhall never offend 
Miſs Kitty with F freedoms; ſhe is uſed 
to bear them, and perhaps expects. 
them: Theſe pretty Girls, Sir, are diſ- 
appointed if every Man that is in their 
Company does not ſhew a Senſibility 
of their Charms. Here they were in- 
terrupted, or Mr. Worthy would have 
reprimanded Ned for thoſe Freedoms 
of Speech. Ned was conſcious of be- 
ing right, and felt no Dread about 
the Conſequence of what he ſaid, but 
ſtrove to prove it, by giving his Maſ- 
ter ſome convincing ocular Demonſtra- 
tion of her Levity. 

The Girl was not apprized of his 
Deſign, and as this Behaviour was fa- 
== | miliar 
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miliar to her, ſhe ſuffered it without 
a Check. Mr. Worthy felt himſelf 

hurt, but ſaid nothing; nor would he 

ſeem to take Notice of it, though it RN 
brought him to a Senſe of his Danger, f 
and made him rciolve to diſengage | 
himſelf from Kitty. Ned wiſhed for an 
Opportunity of convincing his Maſter 

of the Extent of his Intimacy with 

Kitty, Mr. Worthy too wiſhed to know 

how tar it reached; no Wonder then | 
if it ſoon was brought to Light. Mr. 1 
Worthy was upon the Watch; Ned was 9 
careleſs, and Ky quite unthinking a- | 
bout it; ſhe flattered herlelf into a Be- 
lief that her Aſcendance over Mr. Wor- 
thy would command lus Belief of what 
ſhe ſaid at any Time; but he never 
fpoke to her about it till he ſurprized 
them in a Situation that would admit 
of no Excuſe; he drew his Sword, and 
would in all Probability have murder- 
ed Ned if he had not eſcaped, ſo far 
did Paſſion tranſport him: But Kith's 
Impudence ſurprized him; ſhe had the 
Prefence of Mind to cry out, when ſhe 
ſaw him, and ſwore that Ned had at- 
tempted to raviih her, and bleſſed the 
1 happy Chance that brought him to 
| her Reſcue: Thus he was not to be 


| impoſed upon, for ſuſpicion had made 
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him watchful, and he was convinced 
of the Injury ſhe was doing him. She 
clung about his Neck, and feigned to 
ſhed Tears of Joy; but he diſengaged 
himſelf from her, calling her a per- 
fidious Hypocrite, and ordered her to 
leave his Lodging immediately. She 
uſed all the Art ſhe was - Miſtreſs of 
to purſuade him that ſhe was innocent, 
and Ned only culpabie; but her Tears 
and Vows were to no Purpoſe, he was 
reſolute, and ſwore ſhe ſhould not ſtay 
another Night. Kitty had always looked 
on Mr. F/orthy as an eaſy good natur- 
ed young Fellow, that had no great 
Strength of Reſolution, and therefore 
thought to overcome him with Tears 
ana Prayers; but when ſhe found him 
determined in his Purpoſe, ſhe began 
to menace him, ſaying, ſhe would not 
be turned out without ſome Proviſion; 
for as he had ſtolen her from a Gen- 
tleman that would have maintained her 
genteely, ſhe expected the ſame from 
him, and would never leave him with- 

out it; ſhe appeared a perfect Virago, 
and ſwore the moſt dreadful Oaths, 

calling him every Name that Fu 
ſuggeſted. Mr. Worthy had never ſeen 
a Woman behave ſo before; he was 
altoniſh'd beyond Meaſure, and thought 
| on 
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184 The AUCTION. 
on the gentle Diſpoſition of Panny;. 
who now returned to his Mind lovely 
as ever, till he recollected that perhaps 
ſhe might now be as abandon'd as 
Kitty, and Ktty once as gentle as her. 
He bore her Fury calmly, for which 
ſhe call'd him puſillanimous Wretch, 
and mean ſpirited Fellow; but till he | 
inſiſted on her going directly, and ſhe 

perſiſted in her Demands of a Settle- 
ment, till ſhe had worked him up to 
ſome Paſſion, and he ſwore, that he 
would ſend for a Cenſtable, and de- 


liver her up to Mr. Hillary to be pro- 


ſecuted for robbing him of his Eank 


Bills and Plate. FT his in ſome Mea- 


fure quelled her Rape; ſhe did nor 
before know that ſhe was fo far in his 
Power; Mr. Hillary ſhe knew was im- 
placable, and would be revenged on 
her. She denied, however, any "Know- 


ledge of the Bank Bills, ſwearing bit- 


terly that ſhe had not a Guinea in the 
World, and thought herſelf too young 
and too handſome to turn out into 
the Street. Mr. Wortty on hearing 
this gave her twenty Guincas to go 
peaceably. Her Sight was grown . 
ous, and the Girl who in the Morning 
was very dear to him, at Night was 


become his Deteſtation. He walked pre- 


cipitately 
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cipitately the Length of his Room for 
two Hours, ruminating on K:zty's Beha- 
viour; he had heard of, but never 
ſeen, ſuch Impudence before; Fanny 
occurred to his Mind, innocent and 
lovely; and he could not forbear 
crying out, Oh! why did I diſſemble 
and deceive my Mother, and not avow 
my Love to the whole World, and 
ſave that ſtill dear Creature from Ruin! 
Perhaps it was the love of me that 
drove her from home, and ruined her, 
Here he ſtamped his Foot, crying, I 
cannot bear it, I am diſtracted with 
the Thought. Then throwing himſelf 
on his Bed, he recollected a thouſand 
Things that Fanny had ſaid and done, 
when he uſed to be alone with her; 
all which he now conſtrued into Love, 
and by that Means aggravated his 
own Miſery; he wiſhed for Ned to 
hear his Complaints, and to pitty 
him; and then began to conſider the 
Fellow's Behaviour as innocent in Com- 
pariſon with Ky; he remembered the 
Hints he had received about her; the 
Freedoms he had ſeen, and blamed 
himſelf for not regarding them: He 
rolled about, perplexing himſelf with 
Reflections, till the Fatigue of Thought 

7 5 required 


— 
OA: Ie 
2 


— 
r 
Re as 


PPP 
, rü; ̃— Ee ag 


ä — — 


— —— 


— f —— 
* 


— EP A_—_— Cc or re.. 
"—— 


— 6 a8 —. 
. —— on hy Rage > 


Oat ROI LOG Gage” 


* K 
— —— , _ 

EN LL Ss 

nn nn 


—i * 
r 


2 — — — 
— 


. a errno Se gn 
PF ID 


— — „ 


re 'AU CrION. 
required Reſt, and he fell aſleep in- 
ſenſibly upon his Bed. 

We muſt now returnto Ned, who 
did not run away far, but watched 
the Door where he beheld the Servant 
of the }iouſe call a Coach, and fill it 
with Kzty's Boxes and other Things; 


after which ſhe came, not in Tears, 


but with a chearful Countenance, 2nd 
left the Houſe with ſeeming Pleaſure. 


Ned placed himſelf under a Lamp, 


and took Care ſhe did not paſs him 
unſeen ; ſhe called him into the Coach, 
and away they drove to Bow-Street, 
as ſhe directed. On the Way ſhe re- 
lated to him all that had happened, 
laughing heartily at Mr. Worthy's Be- 
haviour ; adding, that ſhe hated the 
Fellow for his want of Spirit; for, in- 
ſtead of kicking her out of the Houſe, 
he had given her twenty Guineas, with 
which ſhe was glad to eſcape from a 
Place and Life that yielded no Variety. 
Kitty had always a Place ready to fly 


to upon any Emergency; ſhe ſtopped 


at an old Woman's Houſe, which ſhe 
knew was an Aſylum for diſtreſſed La- 
dies. The Bawd received her gladly, 
for Kitty had uſually viſited her well 
provided with Money and Neceſſaries. 


At this Time the — happened to be 


empty, 
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empty, and the old Wretch com- 
plained for want of Buſineſs; but Kitiy 


cried, Hold, no complaining where I 


am; go to the next Tavern, and fend 
in half a Dozen Bottles of Wine, and 


ſee what they have in their Larder, 


and order a Supper, a good one, for 
us three; we'll be as merry as if your 
Houſe was full; for now methinks I 
breath an Air of Freedom, I hate Re- 


ſtraint, and feel quite another Thing; 


that Fellow awed me with his ſerious 
Countenance; we were as grave as 


Man and Wife, nay worſe, for if I 


had been married, I would have chan- 


ged the Scene, and ſoon got Freedom 
and a ſeparate. Maintenance, for I could 


not have lived with him a Month 


longer, no, nor ſo long as I have, if 


it had not been for this honeſt. Fellow. 


Here ſhe clapped Ned on the Shoul- 


der, who was amazed at her impu- 
dence, for ſhe interlarded this Diſcourſe 


with Oaths and Obſcenity. Ned did not 


appear ſo gay as ſhe expected, for he 
conſidered that his Maſter was unhappy, 
and was meditating how to return, 
while Atty was concluding to ſpend 


her Twenty Guineas with him, and 
then to look out for another Cull, as 


ſhe called them. The Wine and Sup- 
5 per 
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per were brought, and the Waiters 
from the Tavern kiſſed Kitty with great 
Freedom, and ſeemed rejoiced to ſee 
her; ſhe paid for what they brought, 
and gave them half a Crown apiece ; 
for this Houſe was fo notorious, that 
neither the Woman who kept it, nor 
her Gueſts, were ever truſted with a 
Diſh of Meat till they had eaten it; 
Kitty knew the Cuſtom, and made no 
Words. She phed Ned with Wine, to 
raiſe his Spirits; and after Supper be- 
| n to ſing: This had the deſired Ef- 
et, Ned forgot all the World, and 
Kitiy was for that Night his ſupreme 
Delight. The old Woman told Kitty 
that her own Bed was ready made, if 
ſhe would pleaſe to conduct her Gen- 
tleman to it; Kitty jump'd up, ſnatched 
a Candle, and cried, Come Ned, fol- 
low me; good Night Mother. Thus 
the Lovers retired ; 'but the Bawd was 
not pleaſed with her bringing ſo mean 
a Perſon as a Footman; ſhe ſaw 
Kitty's Money paid for all, and this 
nts Fi not hold ſhe knew, fo made a 
Reſolution to clear her Houſe of Ned 
the next Day; but he intended not to 
give her that Trouble. 

She knocked at Kitty's Room Door 
in the Morning, and defired to know 


(> | 
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if ſhe pleaſed to have Chocolate in 
Bed. Kitty ordered it, and the old 
2 Woman brought it up herſelf; but as 
7 their Converſation while ſhe ſtayed would 
not be edifying, nor perhaps pleaſing, 
it ſhall be omitted; but Ned found by 
it that Kitty had been in the Hands 
of many a Gallant before Mr. Hillary 
1 had her, and finding her very com- 
1 municative, he defired ſhe would give 
A him a Sketch of her Hiſtory ; to which 
ſhe anſwered, That I will, my Lad, 
with all my Heart; Pl tell thee every 
Thing I know after Breakfaſt. 


— 
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Were you, ye Fair, but cautious whom ye truſt, 
Did you but think how ſeldom Fools are juſt, 
90 many of your Sex would not in vain 
Of broken Vows and faithleſs Men complain. 
O all the various Mretebes Love has made, 
How few have been by Men of Senſe betray'd. 


1 ended, Kitty began 
her Story, ſaying, I was the only 
Child of a Gentleman, wha had a Place 


under the Government of Four Hundred 
Pounds 


\ 
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Pounds a Year, and was ruined (for 
though my Life to Appearance has been 


a continued Scene of Pleaſure, yet ruined 


I am) by the Vanity of a Mother, who, 
from the firſt Moment that I remember 
any Thing, was always praiſing my Wit 
and Beauty: I was early in Life taught 
to deſpiſe all my little Companions, and 
to believe myſelf to be much ſuperior to 


them both in Perſon and Underſtanding; 
_ nay, ſo far did ſhe carry it, that I was the 
Topic of Diſcourſe in all Company, and 


ſhe was troubleſome to all her Acquain- 
tance on my Account ; ſhe took me with 
her every where, and expected that as 


much Reſpect ſhould be ſhewed me as 


if I had been twenty Years of Age. I 
was early taught to dance, ſing and 


play on the Harpſichord, in all which I 


excelled, or at leaſt was made to believe 
ſo; then my Facility in learning French 
was admirable. When I was Fifteen, 
I was well acquainted with the Theatres, 
and could talk of the Performers with 
great Aſſurance, while my Mother was 


wrap'd in Admiration to hear me; but 
my Father would often ſay, Indeed, my 
Dear, you'll ſpoil the Girl; ſhe will not 


be a Wife fit for any one but a Lord. 
At that Word I have heard her ſtop him 
and fay, And a Lord her Wit and Beauty 

: deſerves 
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deſerves; but you are blind to the Ac- 
compliſhments of your own Child, and 
can ſee or make Perfections in others 
where there are none, My Father was 


an eaſy Man, he always gave it up to 


her, though oft he ſhook his Head and 
bit his Lips for Madneſs. I thought 


him then a moroſe ill- natured Man, and 


felt no Manner of Affection for him, 


nor indeed did my Mother deſire that I 


ſhould, for ſhe ſtrove to make me careſs 
and be very fond of her: At laſt ſhe 
found I had been humoured too much, 
for I grew headſtrong, ſtubborn and diſ- 


obedicnt to her, and never was ſatisfied 


with my Clothes or Pleaſures, though 
both were far beyond what they ought to 


have been. Fortune I had no Reaſon to 
expect, for my Father's whole Income 
was expended yearly ; ſo that when he 
died, which was juſt as I ended my ſix- 
teenth Year, our whole Stock of Wealth 
would not produce more than a Hundred 
Pounds; my Mother indeed poſſeſſed a 


ſmall Life Annuity, which her Father 
had bought for her as he lay on his, 


Death-bed ; perhaps foreſeeing that our 
Manner of living would bring us to Po- 


verty; it was fifty Pounds a Year, a 


ſmall Sum to ſupport our expenſive 


1 1 
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To remove from our large Houſe gave 
much Chagrin to my Mother, who com- 
lained that ſhe could not afford now to 
dreſs and ſhew me to the Word; but 
ſhe reſolved to do her utmoſt; and began 
to live on the coarſeſt Proviſion. This 
I could not bear; my Palate had been 
indulged to Delicacies; oft I refuſed 
to eat, and would hear no Reaſon ; indeed 
I began not to love her, becauſe ſhe could 
not humour me in my Extravagance : 
1 forgot her paſt ill judged Kindneſs, 
and was angry at her becauſe ſhe had 
not the Power to continue it. We were 
unhappy enough for a little while, till 
my Mother reſolved to let her firſt Floor, 
rather than leave the Houſe. A young 
Lady came to hire it, who was extremely 
handſome, and did not appear to be 
twenty Years old. She ſaid that ſhe had 
ſerved an Apprenticeſhip to the genteeleſt 
Milliner in London, and had a ſmall For- 
tune that would enable her to begin 
Buſineſs, and to wait ſome Time for an 
Eftabliſhment ; ſhe deſpiſed a Shop, ſne 
ſaid it looked ſo mean. This Lady's 
Notions pleaſed my Mother, ſhe let the 
Floor to her without Egquiry after her 
Character, and told me that ſhe did it 

chiefly on my Account, as the Lady 
would aſſiſt me in dreſſing faſhionably . 
— 1 N without 
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without the Expence ſhe uſed to be at 
for that End; for you muſt know, Ned, 
that this imprudent Mother of mine had. 
neglected even my uſeful Part of Edu- 
cation; I could not make my own 
Linen, nor ſcarcely dreſs myſelf; no 
Wonder then that without a Fortune 
to ſupport me, I am come to be what 
Jam; but I'll make no Animadverſions 
at this Time. The Lady came, and 
called herſelf Miſs Lovejoy, ſhe had a 
Servant, for whom ſhe put up a Bed 
in a Cloſet on her Floor. There was 
no Appearance of Puſineſs ; ſhe talked 
of nothing but Pleaſure; I was daily 
with her, frequently at Dinner and Sup- 
per, for there was great Plenty of every 
Thing: My Mother was equally pleaſed 
with myſelf, and we thought ourſelves 
fortunate in meeting with her for a 
Lodger. No Ladies viſited her, but 
two or three that I found after were kept 
Miſtreſſes; one young Gentleman came 

' often; ſhe ſaid he was her Aunt's Son, 
and. called him Couſin; he generally 
ſupped, and ſometimes ſtayed late ; my 
Mother and myſelf always left them as 
ſoon as Supper was over. He uſually 
ordered one from a Tavern, to avoid, he 
ſaid, the Trouble of dreſſing. We really 
believed that this Couſin was in love 
. . : with 
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with Miſs Lovejoy, and as he appeared 
to be a Man of Fortune, we looked upon 
her as provided for without Buſineſs; 
but one Morning earlier than common 
1 opened her Bed. chamber Door, which 
it ſeemed her Maid had forgot to lock, 
and bolted in to tell her ſome fadden 
Thought that was come into my Head, 
but how was I ſurpriz'd to ſee the Couſin 
in Bed with her ; I was leaving the Room 
in great Precipitation, when ſhe waked 
and leaping out of Bed ran after me, 
and brought me back, and laughing, 
ſaid, Now Miſs, you have diſcovered 
my Marriage before it was my Intention 
you ſhould, for I thought to ſurprize 
you in another Manner. She deſired 
me not to tell my Mother; I promiſed 
to keep the Secret, and left her, chagrined 
at my ill Fortune; for I had never had 
an Offer, though 1 was near Sixteen, 
and had long thought myſelf a Woman. 
After this they behaved with great Fami- 
liarity before me; I ſometimes bluſhed, 
while they laughed at my Simplicity, as 
| they called 1t. 

The Gentleman one Day brought ano- 
ther with him, whom he called Mr. Sparks, 
the moſt fine handſome Man I had ever 
ſeen, or at leaſt I thought ſo ; but indeed 


I nent he was every Thing 2 3 
is 
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his Behaviour was uncommonly civil 
to my Mother and me. Maſs told us 
he was a Baronet's eldeſt Son, and Heir 
to an immenſe Fortune : This tickled 
our Vanity; nor did my Mother lay 
any Reſtraint on me; ſhe left me with 
them frequently, not queſtioning, as ſhe 
told me, but he muſt be captivated with 
my Beauty and Qualifications. This 
indeed he pretended; my Mother ſaw 
it, and concluded that my Fortune was 
made as well as Miſs Lowejoy's; but alas! 
my Lover had other Views, which he 
concealed from me: His Pretence for 
not marrying was the Fear of his Father's 
Diſpleaſure, but he ſwore eternal Fidelity, 
and made Love in a Theatric Strain, 
which pleaſed me, for the chief Part 
of my Reading had been Plays. It 
is needleſs to enumerate Particulars, I 
granted all he deſired, on Condition that 
he ſhould marry me when his Father died, 
who he ſaid was fourſcore or upwards ; 
and now we all were at the Height of 
Bliſs, when a Gentleman of my Father's 
Acquaintance came to my. Mother, and 
told her that Lord S. Son to the Earl 
of D. was obſerved to viſit often at our 
Houſe, which might hurt my Character. 
She enquired what Sort of Perſon he was, 
and found him to be my Lover; ſhe 
VE 4 was 
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was vain enough to ſhew her Joy upon 
the Diſcovery, and ſaid he would certainly 
marry me; but her Friend ſtopped her, 
crying, O Madam, I doubt he is a Villain, 
for he is married already; I hope he 
has not ruin'd Miſs- That Moment I 
entered the Room, and was Witneſs to 
my. Mother's Aſtoniſhment : She told 
me who Mr. Sparks was. I could not 
contain my Joy, but cried, Tnen I ſhall 
be a Counteſs, for he has ſwore a thou- 
{and Times to marry me when his Father 
dies. My Mother burſt into Tears, ſaying, 
O Child, he is married already, and has 
endeavoured to ſeduce you to Ruin; but 
you muſt never ſce him more. I was 
tor ſome Moments immoveable, and ſtood 
like one Thunderſtruck, till I recollected 
that there might be a Miſtake in the 
Perſon, and hoping to find it ſo, I exa- 
mined our Friend, and was too well 
aſſured of the Identity of the Perſon, and 
likewiſe that Mis Lovejoy's pretended 
Huſband was married too. I flew to 
her, and cried as I entered the Room, 
O Miſs, we are undone ! The two Villains 
that pretend to love us, are married, 
and baſely have attempted———I could 
ſay no more, but threw myſelf on a Settee, 
and fell into an Hyſteric Fit. When 
Reaſon reſumed her Province, I found 


my 


g 
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my Mother all in Tears holding me; 
Miſs too was crying bitterly, pretending 
that ſhe was diſtracted to think of their 


Villainy, and vowing that ſhe would 


proſecute the wicked Wretch that had 
married her. My Mother comforted 


| herſelf with ſaying, It is well my dear 


Child is not married too. Come, my 
dear Kitty, don't grieve at this Dilap- 


pointment, Child; your Perſon and Ac- 


compliſhments may make your Fortune ; 
you'i] perhaps do better; it is a Mercy 
you are not married too. I was ſilent, 
but as ſhe did not ſuſpect the Injury done 
me, I reſolved to get over it with Spirit, 
and rouſed wyſelf up, ſaying to Mils, 
Come, my Dear, let us deſpiſe them, and 
not ſink under our Diſappointment. 


She aniwered, You are not married; 


alas! I am, and muſt be expoſed. This. 
Thought ſeemed to rack her very Soul. 
My Breaſt was filled with Pity for her, 
and overlooking my own. Misfortune, I 
deſired my Mother to let me lie with 


her, that I might comfort her in her 


Affliction. She readily conſented, and 
leic us: I obſerved Mis to beckon her 
Maid into the next Room, and ſoon after: 


the Girl went eut without ſaying any 
Thing, and ſtayed above an Hour. My: 
Mother ſupped with us, and could net. 


2 ore, 
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forbear her ill-· judged Encomiums on my 
Beauty, and as the Clock ſtruck Ten 
withdrew, and wiſhed us a good Night. 
Immediately I prepared for Bed, bur 
Miſs ſaid, Come fit down, and drink 
another Glaſs to waſh away Sorrow. She 
grew immediately cheartul, and ſaid as 
her Marriage was a Secret, ſhe would 
keep it ſo, and go into the Country, and 
not trouble herſelf with a Proſecution ; 
but as the Gentleman was a Man of 
Fortune ſhe would get a round Sum froni 
him, and never think of him more. I 
owned my Love for Mr. Sparks was 
great, though not ſo violent but Money 
would compenſate for the Loſs of him; 
and I propoſed getting ſome from him, 
when the Maid came into the Room 
abruptly, and introduced our ſham 
Huſbands: My Reſentment roſe, but I 
obſerved that Miſs only ſmiled. Mr. 
Sparks offered to ſalute me as uſual, but 
I puſhed him from me with apparent 
Anger in my Eyes: He ſeemed ſurprized. 
while I called him Deceiver, Villain, 
wicked Wretch and Monſter, with twenty 
other Names, till was I tired with railing ; 
but all this Miſs Lovejoy begged that 1 
would do in a low Voice, and not wake 
my Mother: She appeared no other 


Way concerned, which I wondered at. 
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Mr. Sparks took the only Way to appeate 


me, for he applied to my Vanity, and- 
ſwore by every Thing ſacred, that his 


Love was fo violent, and my Perfections 


ſo exquiſite, that he was forced to act 


as he had done, or Madneſs muſt have 
enſued; he kneeled before me, and wiped 
his Eyes as if he had wept. Such 4 


Conqueſt pleaſed me; I conſidered his 


Marriage as a Misfortune that he could 
not help: I forgave him, and was re- 
conciled; we drank to an eternal Friend- 


ſhip, and concluded with going to Bed 
together. The Maid ſat up till the 


Sparks left us, which was about Six 
_ o&'Clock in the Morning, for it was 
Winter, and dark. I had conſented to 
keep on this Correſpondence with my 
Gallant, who told me a long Story of 
his marrying an Heireſs to oblige his 
Father, and how he hated her, and had 


fhewn it ſo effectually, that ſhe was dying 


of a broken Heart. I felt no Remorſe 
for the unhappy Lady, but wiſhed her. 
Death might ſoon put him in a Condition 
to perform his Vows to me, for he had 
ſworn an hundred Times that he would 
marry me when he could do it lawfully, 
and made a Merit of not doing it before; 
and indeed I conſidered it as a Favour 

| K 4 done 
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done me, and thought my Situation much 
better than Miſs Lovejoy s. 
Me continued our private Correſpon- 
dence for ſome Weeks; Miſs Lovejoy 
affected great Uneaſineſs before my Mo- 
ther, who ſtill permitted me to lie with 
her, or rather left me to do as I 
pleaſed, for I had thrown off all Sub- 
jection to her, whoſe great Indulgence 
ſeem'd to have . deſtroy'd the very 
Thought of Obedience; for if at any 
Time ſhe oppoſed my Will, I took it 
lo heinoufly that I could ſcarcely for- 
give her, and certainly” had not that 
Tenderneſs for her which I ought to 
have had. I expected never to be con- 
trouled, and forgot that ſhe had a 
Right to do it, and by Degrees had 
uſurped a Kind of Authority over this 
fooliſhly fond Mother, who gave up 
her Power to one that did not know 
how to uſe it. Well, but I'Il leave 
her to repent at Leiſure, and tell you, 
Ned, that' in ſhort ſhe ſurprized me 
uin Bed with Mr. Sparks, and Mails 
Lovejoy with her Gallant; there was 
the Devil to pay, for, ſhe beat me; 
but Mr. Sparks turned her out of the 
Room, and kept her out till I was 
dreſſed, and then he opened the Door. 
She came in again, and while her Fury 
| Bo vented 
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vented itſelf on Miſs Lovejoy, I eſcaped 


behind him, and ran to a Houſe in 
the Neighbourhood, where I had been 
directed to by the Villain. The People 


were up, though it was Two o'Clock ; 


upon hearing a Woman's Voice, they 
opened the Door, I ran in, and it was 
ſhut immediately. I thought myſelt 


happy in eſcaping from fuch Tyranny 


as my Mother now uſed towards me; I 


forgot her Provocation, and only thought 


of her Anger. The People, though quite 


Strangers, were extremely civil; they 
aſked me no Queſtions. I grew uneaſy 
at Mr. Sparks's Delay, expecting him to 
follow me every Moment; but he, did 


not come that Night. I refuſed to accept 


of a Bed, though often preſſed to it, 
and began to be very miſerable towards 


Morning, when a Letter came, filled 

with a thouſand Vows of eternal Love 
and Conſtancy, and ſuch flattering Praiſes 
of my bewitching Charms; I remember 


thoſe were his Words, which I could 


have read till Noon, had he not deſired 
me to be ready to leave the Houſe, when 
Miſs Lovejoy ſhould call or ſend for me: 


J expected her with fome Impatience 


at laſt ſhe came in a Coach, which con- 


ducted us to a diſtant Part of the Town, 
where a handſome Lodging was provided, 
| a 
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and Miſs Lovtjoy's Maid waiting for 
us. We went to Bed, for we wanted 
Reſt, and in the Afternoon the Gen- 
tlemen came. We had an elegant Dinner 
from a Tavern, and were as joyous as if 
we had really got our Gallants to marry 
us. We laughed at the Perplexity that 
my Mother muſt be in when ſhe had 
loſt us both; I felt nothing that gave 
me Pain about her ; for if our Gentlemen 
were not with us every Night, ſome of 
the People of the Houſe ſupped with us, 
and Miſs Lovejoy taught me to baniſh 
Thought by drinking Wine or Punch. 
Thus we lived ſome Months, and were 
frequently viſited by two or three Ladies, 
like curſelves, and their Gentlemen too 
and we went muffled up to the Gallery 
in the Play-houſe every Week: But 
when Summer drew near, I obſerved 
Mr. Sparks (for I ſtill called him fo by 
his own Deſire) was often very dull, yet 
his Fondneſs ſeem'd not at all diminiſh'd, 
IT enquired the Reaſon, and at laſt he 
told me that he muſt go to Ireland with 
E his Lady, whoſe Father was dead, and 
had left her a large Eſtate there. I pro- 
poſed going with him ; but that he ſaid 
| be could not allow of, but I ſhould 
want for nothing, and might live at 
Eaſe with Miſs Lovejoy, This was - 
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firſt Uneaſineſs; I was ſorry to part with 
him. He made me a handſome Preſent, 
but did not ſeem affected, which I re- 
ſented, and upbraided him with; but he 
with great Indifference anſwered, that he 
had a thouſand Things to think of, and 
could not attend to all. I curſed him 
when he was gone, and reſolved to ſpend 
his Money, and pleaſe myſelf ; but he 
had provided me a Gentleman, as I found 
afterwards, for he was tired of me, and 
his going to Ireland was only pretended. - 
Before he had been gone a Week a 
very pretty Gentleman came to enquire 
for me, and ſaid he had received a Letter 
from Mr. Sparks, who deſired him to 
call on me, and bring a little Parcel, 
which he delivered. In which was a 
very genteel cool Letter, with a Twenty 
Pound Note, and a Pair of trifling Ear- 
rings: I flung the Letter in the Fire 
before the Gentleman's Face, and called 
Mr. Sparks a Villain. Miſs Lovejey join'd 


with the Stranger to appeaſe me, and 


did it fo effectually, that he ſtayed all 
Night with me: I did this to be revenged 
of my Gallant; but it was what he 
wanted, for he never deſigned to ſee me 
more, and had recommended me for a 
Miſtreſs to his Friend, who kept me 
above a Year, but not ſo genteelly as 

| 8 Sparks 
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Sparks had done. Miſs Lovejoy had never 
changed her Keeper, but went with him 


to France about ten Months after my 


new Keeper came to us. My Life was 


dull and difagreeable when I had loſt her; 


and to divert my leiſure Hours I ſought 
for Company, and ſoon got a private 
Gallant; but this Intrigue brought no 
Profit to the mercenary Wretches who 


kept the Houſe, for my new Friend was 
but a Merchant's Clerk, and rather too 


profuſe for his Income; I helped to 
ſupport him, inſtead of receiving any 
Thing from him. This obliged me to 
abridge my Expences at home. I thought 
that I loved this young Fellow, and could 
do any Thing for him, but now believe, 
Ned, to tell the Truth, I have never 

loved yet. The Miſtreſs of the Houle, 
as I ſaid, was mercenary, and though I 
knew ſhe had no Conſcience, pretended 


to ſuffer Remorſe, and could no longer 


fee my Gallant injured; F ſaw through 
her Deſign, and made her ſeveral Pre- 
ſents of Trinkets and little Things for a 
Daughter that ſhe had; Money I could 


not ſpare, my Lover ſtripped me daily; 


this could not hold long; I was betrayed, 


and caſt off with Ignominy. Soon after- 
wards I went into the Neighbourhood 


where my Mother lived, having never 
| once 
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once enquired after her in the Time of 
my Proſperity. _ 

I had ſupplied my extravagant Fop as 
long as I was able, but afterwards he 
forſook me, and I was reduced to a low 
Ebb. My Mother had behaved like a 
mad Woman, for inſtead of enquiring 
after me, ſhe ran to all her Acquaintance 
and expoſed me, tiring every one with 
her Complaints; but met with very little 
Pity, for ſome who had joined with her 
in flattering and praiſing me, were cruel 
enough to inſult her Miſery with Re- 
flections on her Conduct, ſaying, ſhe had 
no Rgaſon to expect any better Behaviour 
from "me after ſuch an Education. At 
Length ſhe retired into the Country to 
ſpend her Days in lamenting her ill- 
judged Management of a darling Child. 
This is three Years ago, and I have never 
heard a Word from her. Beautiful and 
young I ſoon got into Keeping again 
but Conſtancy to my Keeper is not to be 
expected from me. Again was I much 
reduced, when mere Chance threw old 
Dillary in my Way; he was immediately 

caught with my Beauty, and thought me 
nearly innocent: He carried me "to the 
Houſe from whence you took me. We 
lived agreeably enough whilſt he was 
there, but when he was at London, which 
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was very often, that old Hag, Watcher, 
would not allow me Wine enough to 
baniſh Thought; for to confeſs the 
Truth, Ned, and ſuch a Truth that all 


kept Miſtreſſes muſt own, it is a Life 
of Miſery; for no longer than Company 


and Wine ſupport us, can we banith the 
ſevere Reflections of our Conſciences; 


in ſhort we are miſerable under an 
Appearance of Happineſs. That Man 


who firſt ſeduces an innocent Girl, and 
then expoſes her to the N eceſſity of pro- 


ſtituting herſelf for Subſiſtence, is guilty 


of a Crime that wants a Name; Murder 


is a venial Sin compared to it; it is a 
Complication of all Crimes, and is, I 


believe, a damning Sin. I can't help 
expreſſing myſelf thus, becauſe I feel the 
Effects of it; yet I am now ſo uſed to a 
diſſolute Life, that I could not live a 
ſober and regular one if it was offered me, 
and the Lord knows when or where my 
* will end; but I dare not think on 

Come, let us conſider how to ſpend 


= Day with Pleaſure; I hate being 


dull. What s the Matter, Ned? you 
look grave. Ned had liſtened with great 
Attention, and could not help feeling 
ſome Anxiety about the future Fate of 
ſo fine a Girl. He enquired how long 


ſhe had been with Mr. Hillary. She 


"© anſwered 
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anſwered not a Month. This ſet Ned 
a conſidering, and comparing the Time 
of Fanny's falling into his Hands with 
the Time of Kitty's going to his Houſe, 
he could not reconcile the Difference, 
and aſked if ſhe knew how long her 
Predeceſſor lived with him; but this 
the could not tell, only ſaid, ſhe was a 
pretty little black Girl, and born of 
French Parents, and had been decoy'd to 
Ruin by an Acquaintance of Mr. Hill:ry's. 
This Account did not agree with what 
he knew of* Fanny. He enquired if there 
had not been one a little before the black 
Girl. Kitty ſaid there had, and one that 
Watcher ſaid was very like her; but 
ſhe uſed to call her a hundred Fools, 
ſaying, ſhe would never yield to be happy. 
Ned aſked what Watcher called Hap- 
pineſs. Kitty anſwered, Why to enjoy all 
the Pleaſures offered her; but that Girl 
was virtuous, and brought there againſt 
her Will, and made her Eſcape untouched. 
Ned interrupted her, and aſked with Ea- 
gerneſs if ſhe knew where Mr. Hillary 
met with that virtuous Girl, and what 
her Name was. Kitty ſaid her Name was 
Fanny; and that Hatcher ſaid ſhe had 
heard Mr. Hillary ſay that he took her 
naked out of the Flames; but he did not 


explain his Meaning. This ſatisfied Ned 
that 
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that it was his Maſter's long-loſt Fanny: 
He was not afraid of facing him with 
this News, and told Kitty that he could 
not ſpend the Day with her, but would 
return at Night. She at firſt only preſs'd 
him to it, but when he perſiſted in a 
Refuſal, ſhe grew outrageous, and ſwore 
he was an ungrateful Blockhead; and 
added, this comes of condeſcending to 
be kind to ſuch low-lived Wretches; Ned 
was regardleſs of her Anger : he loved his 
Maſter, and wanted to carry the grateful 
News to him ; he threw down a Guinea 
to pay for the Supper ; this provoked 
Kitty paſt bearing; ſhe threw a Bottle 
at him, which the Woman of the Houle 
had juſt brought to them with Brandy in 
it; the Bottle broke againſt his Breaſt, and 
hurt him very much, yet he had the Power 
to eſcape out of the Houſe, while Kitty ſent 
a Volley of Curſes and Iinprecations after 
him; where we will leave her a Prey to 


Reflection on her paſt Miſconduct. 
A. DE 58 


The END of the FinsT VOLUYME, 


PL AYS, 8 vo. Lately printed, 15. 6d. each. 


R T and Nature, by the Rev. Mc, 
Miller, 
Athelwold. by A. Hill. 
Alzira, by A. Hill. 
Beggar's Opera, with Muſic. 
Corniſh Squire, by Sir J. Vanbrugh. 
Cælia, or Perjured Lover. 
Cymbeline, by Hawkins. 
Diſſembled Wanton. 
Double Falſhood ; or Diſtreſſed Lovers, ty 
Shakeſpeare, 
Douglas, by Mr. Home. 
Double Deceit. 
Dcuble Miſtake, by Mrs. Griffyths. 
Elfrid, or the Fair Inconſtant, by A. Hill. 
F oundling, by Mr. Moore. 
Fate of Villainy. 
Faſhionable Lady. 2 
Fatal Viſion, by A. Hill. ; 
Guardian Outwitted. 
 Humours of Oxford. 
Highland Fair, with Muſic. 
Henry V. by A. Hill. 
Henry VIII. by Mr. Grove, with Cuts.. 
Inſolvent, or Filial Piety. 
dependent Patriot, by F. Linch, Eſq; 
over, by The. Cibber. 
Love in a Village, by Mr. Bickerſtaff. 
Modeſt Couple, by C. Bodens. 
Mahomet, — by Mr. Garrick. 
 Mother-in-Law, by Mr. Miller. 
Momus turned Fabuliſt. 
Midas, a Comic Opera 
Man of Taſte, by Mr. Miller. 


Minor 


FAR GE s, Gr. 


Minor, by Mr. Foote. . 
Oliver Cromwell, by Mr. Green. 

Orators, by Mr. F oote. 

Prodigal, by T. Odell. 

Plain Dealer, altered by Bickerſtaff. 

Papal Tyranuy ; or King m_ by E. Cibber. 
Periander, by Atkins. 

Rinaldo, by A Hill. | | 
Roman Revenge. { 
Scanderberg, by Havard. 

Timon in Love, by Ralfe. 

Timoleon, by B. Martin. 

Village Opera, by Johnſon. 

Univerſal: Paſſion, by Mr. Miller. 
Widow Bewitched, by J. Motley. 

Tara, with the Interlude, &c. by A. Hill. 


FARCES, Nec. 8vo. lately Hon LS. each. 


Author, by Mr. Foote. 

Boarding-School, with Muſic, by Coffey. 

Britons Strike Home, with Muſic, by W 
Philips, Eſq; 

Beggars Wedding. 

Chambermaid, with Muſic. 

Coffee-houſe, by Miller. 

Citizen, by Mr. Murphy. 

Devil of a Duke. 

Damon and. Phyllida.. | 

Edgar and Emmeline, by. Dr. FHawkeeſworth:. 

Fatal Extravagance, by A. Hill, 

Generous Free-maſon, by | Mr, Chetwood, with. 


Mukic, 
_ Hoſpital: 


F EL. A . 8 


Se. 


Hoſp ital for Fools, by Mr. Miller, 

Livery Rake, by Mr. "Philips, with Muſic. 

Muſes in Mourning, to which is added, 
Merlin in Love, by A. Hill. 

Merry Cobbler, or ſecond Part of Devil to pay, 


with Muſic, by Coffey. 


Oroonoko, altered by Dr. ttzawkeſworth. 


Quakers Opera, with Muſic, by Mr. Walker. 


Rover, by Mrs. Behn.. 
Spirit of Contradiction. 
Taſte, by Mr. Foote. 


Thomas and Sally, by Bickerſtaf.. 


F 


¶Aſop, by Vanbrugh.. 
Albion and Albianus.. 
Albion Queens, by Bankes, 
Alcibiades, by Otway. 

All for Love, by Dryden. 
Alzira, by A. Hill. 
Ambitious Step- mother. 
Amboyna, by Dryden. 
Amorous Widow. 
Amphytrion, by Dryden. 
Anatomiſt, by Ravenſcroft. 
Anna Bullen, by Bankes. 


11 Artful H and: 


Artifice, by Centlivre. 
Athaliah, by Duncomb. . 
 Aurengzebe, b Dryden. 
aſſet T able, by a 
Beaux Stratagem. 


Beggars O pera. 


at 6d. each.. 


Bold 


P LA r S, Or, 


Bold Stroke for a Wife 


-Bufiris, by Dr. Young 

Buſy Body, by Cent- 
livre 

Caius Marius 

Captives, by Gay 

Careleſs Huſband . 

Cato, by Addiſon 

Chances 

Chaplet, by Mr. Men- 

de 

Committee, by How- 

nd . 

Conqueſt of Granada 

Conſcious Lovers 

Contrivances, by Ca- 
re 


* | 5 
Country Laſſes 


Cymbeline 
ſpeare 
Cymbeline, altered by 
Sir Garnck. _ 
Devil to Pay, b 
Coffey 4d n 
Diſtreſſed Mother 
Don Carlos, by Otway 
Don Sebaſtian / 
Double Dealer 
Double Gallant 
Drummer, by Addiſon 
Duke of Guiſe 
Duke or no Duke 
Earl of Eſſex, by 
Bankes. 


„by Shake- 


% 


Evening's Love 

Every Man in his Hu- 
mour, altered by 
Mr. Garrick 

Fair Quaker of Deal 

Fair Penitent, by Rowe 

Fatal Secret 

Flora, or Hob in the 
Well | 


Friendſhip in Faſhion 


Funeral, 


by Sir R. 
Steele 


Gameſter, by Cent- 


livre | 


George Barnwell, by 


Lillo 
Greenwich Park 


Hamlet, by Shake- 


ſpeare 


Henry V. by Shake 


ſpeare 

Henry V. by A. Hill 

Heroic Daughter 

Honeſt Vorkſhireman 

Inconſtant, by Far- 
quhar 


Indian Emperor, by 


by Dryden 
Indian Queen, dit to 


Iſland Princeſs 
Jane Gray, by Mr. 


Rowe 


King Arthur, by Dry- 


den. 


